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Art, Craft & Design   
– Reformed

Exam Board AQA (7201 C/X)

Qualifications Needed
GCSE Art C Grade or above.

Course Content

At Bethany, we offer a broad based two year A level 
Art course. Pupils produce practical, critical and 
theoretical work using a wide variety of media and 
processes. This work is supported by substantial 
sketchbook material, recording first-hand 
experience, experimentation and research. 

Pupils are expected to explore at least two of the 
following areas to develop their skills: Fine Art, 
Photography, Graphic Design, Three Dimensional 
Design and Textile Design.

An ability to work independently, be enthusiastic, 
accept criticism and be open to try new ways of 
working is an essential part of the course.

Year 12 – Pupils are introduced to a ‘Foundation’ 
style course where they are encouraged to try 
working in different methods based on a range of 
different themes. Pupils will start to identify their 
strengths in a particular area and will then focus on 
the area in which they want to specialise.

Year 13 – Pupils start to narrow down their ideas to 
produce a project which is designed by the pupil to 
match their skills and strengths in Art – discussion 
with teaching staff is key here so the pupil meets 
the four assessment objectives and works in a style 
that suits them. The pupils should be selective in 
the presentation of this project and only submit 
their very best work.

To enhance pupils’ artistic experience, regular trips 
are organised locally and abroad. In recent year, visits 
to Barcelona, Paris, New York, Madrid, Amsterdam 
and Berlin have taken place. Closer to home, visits 
are made to many of the London galleries.

Course Structure

Unit 1 (Personal Investigation) – This is a two 

year practical investigation supported by written 

materials. Pupils develop their own work based on 

an idea, issue, concept or theme leading a finished 

outcome or a series of related finished outcomes.

Practical elements should make connections with 

some aspect of contemporary or past practice of 

artists, designers, photographers or craftspeople 

and include written work of no less than 1000 

and no more than 3000 words which support the 

practical work.

No Time Limit, 96 Marks, 60% of A level

Unit 2 (Externally Set Assignment) – Pupils respond 

to a range of starting points provided by AQA. 

They have to produce work which displays their 

ability to work independently within specific time 

constraints, developing a personal and meaningful 

response which addresses all the assessment 

objectives and leads to a finished outcome or a 

series of related finished outcomes.

Preparatory period plus 15 hours supervised time,  

96 marks, 40% of A level

The Next Step 

The most important reason for choosing this 

course is the enjoyment of the subject and an 

ability to try new methods and techniques. 

Recently, we have had pupils go onto Fine Art, 

Animation, Illustration, Games Design, Graphic 

Design, Creative Advertising and Automotive 

Design degree courses. 
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Biology  – Reformed

Exam Board AQA (7402)

Qualifications Needed
 ● GCSE Science grade 6 or above (new GCSE 9-1).

 ● Often Chemistry, Geography or Physics are 
useful subjects to support A level Biology.

Course Content

The A level Biology specification aims to support 
and inspire pupils, nurturing a passion for 
Biology and laying the groundwork for further 
study in courses such as biological sciences 
and medicine. Biology is fundamentally an 
experimental subject. This specification provides 
numerous opportunities to use practical 
experiences to link theory to reality, and equip 
pupils with the essential practical skills they 
need.

 

Course Structure

Unit 1 (Exam)

This unit covers the following topics: biological 
molecules, cells, organisms exchange substances 
with their environment, genetic information, 
variation, relationships between organisms and 
relevant practical skills.  This section of the 
examination will:

 ● be a written examination (two hours),

 ● be worth 91 marks / 35% of A level grade,

 ● carry 76 marks that are a mixture of short and 
long answer questions and 15 marks that require 
extended response questions.

Unit 2 (Exam)

This unit will assess the following topics: energy 
transfers in and between organisms, organisms’ 
response to changes in their internal and external 
environments, genetics, populations, evolution, 

ecosystems, the control of genes and any relevant 
practical skills.

 ● written examination (two hours),

 ● maximum of 91 marks,

 ● all worth 35% of A level grade.

The questions will carry:

 ● 76 marks that will be a mixture of short and 
long answer questions, and,

 ● 15 marks of comprehension questions.

Unit 3 (Exam)

This unit covers the following topics: biological 
molecules, cells, organisms exchange substances 
with their environment, genetic information, 
variation, relationships between organisms, energy 
transfers in and between organisms, organisms’ 
response to changes in their internal and external 
environments, genetics, populations, evolution, 
ecosystems, the control of genes and relevant 
practical skills.

 ● written exam (two hours),

 ● 78 marks,

 ● worth 30% of A level grade.

The questions assessed will be:

 ● 38 marks of structured questions, including 
practical techniques,

 ● 15 marks testing critical analysis of given 
experimental data, and,

 ● 25 marks of one essay from a choice of two 
titles.
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Unit 4 (Non-Exam): Practical 
endorsement in Biology

A minimum of twelve practical assignments are 

compulsory for the A level course, and some of 

the skills gained from them are assessed in the 

examinations. The practical assessment is reported 

as ‘Pass/Fail’ but does not contribute to the final A 

level grade.

The Next Step 

This course provides the opportunity for 
further diploma or degree courses ranging from 
horticulture, biochemistry, marine biology to 
medicine.vel Business Studies 

Business Studies  – Reformed

Exam Board Edexcel (9BSO)

Qualifications Needed
GCSE grade C in English and Maths is 
recommended.

Course Content

The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in 

Business is structured into four themes and 

consists of three externally examined papers. 

Pupils are introduced to business in Themes 1 and 

2 through building knowledge of core business 

concepts and applying them to business contexts to 

develop a broad understanding of how businesses 

work. Breadth and depth of knowledge and 

understanding, with applications to a wider range of 

contexts and more complex business information, 

are developed in Themes 3 and 4, requiring 

pupils to take a more strategic view of business 

opportunities and issues. Pupils are encouraged to 

use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful approach 

to the study of business, to understand that 

business behaviour can be studied from a range of 

perspectives and to challenge assumptions.

Course Structure

Theme 1: Marketing and People - Pupils will 
develop an understanding of: 

 ●  meeting customer needs 

 ● the market 

 ●  marketing mix and strategy 

 ● managing people 

 ● entrepreneurs and leaders

Theme 2: Managing Business Activities - Pupils will 
develop an understanding of:

 ●  raising finance 

 ●  financial planning 

 ● managing finance 

 ● resource management 

 ● external influences

Theme 3: Business Decisions and Strategies - Pupils 
will develop an understanding of:

 ● business objectives and strategy 

 ● business growth 

 ● decision-making techniques 

 ●  influences on business decisions 

 ● assessing competitiveness 

 ● managing change

Theme 4: Global Business - Pupils will develop an 
understanding of:

 ●  globalisation 

 ● global markets and business expansion 

 ● global marketing 

 ● global industries and companies (multinational 
corporations)
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Assessment consists of three externally assessed 
examination papers.  Questions are data response 
and open ended essay style.

The Next Step 

The course gives pupils the knowledge and skills 
that will be very relevant to a very wide range 
of business employers, e.g. banks, insurance 
companies, retailers. At the same time the course 
is sufficiently academic and challenging to prepare 
them for a business related degree course.  

Level 3 
Applied General Business

Exam Board AQA (1831)

Qualifications Needed
GCSE grade C in English and Maths is 
recommended.  GCSE Business Studies is not 
required.

Course Content

The course is entrepreneurial in character. Pupils 
will develop the knowledge and skills needed 
to analyse data, think critically about issues and 
make informed decisions arising from analysis 
of primary and secondary research.  In addition, 
pupils will learn team working, problem solving and 
presentation skills. Subject content involves decision 
making in the marketing, finance, human resources 
and operations functional areas and the influence of 
external factors.

Course Structure

Compulsory 

 ● Financial planning and analysis  - External 
examination 

 ● Business dynamics - Practical assignment 
internally centre assessed

 ●  Entrepreneurial opportunities (synoptic 
assessment unit) - External assignment, 
externally assessed

 ● Managing and leading people - External 
examination 

 ● Developing a business proposal (synoptic 
assessment unit) - Internally centre assessed 

Optional (pupils do one of the following)

 ● e-Business implementation – Practical 
assignment, internally centre assessed

 ● Managing an event - Internally centre assessed 

 ● Marketing communications - Internally centre 
assessed

The Next Step 

The course gives pupils the knowledge and skills 
that will be very relevant to a very wide range 
of business employers, e.g. banks, insurance 
companies, retailers. At the same time the course 
is sufficiently academic and challenging to prepare 
them for business related degree courses.  

Chemistry – Reformed

Exam Board AQA (7405)

Qualifications Needed
GCSE Combined Science or Chemistry GCSE, 
grade 6 or above (new GCSE 9-1). GCSE 
Mathematics at grade 5 or above.

Course Content
Most topics studied are extensions of ideas 
encountered at GCSE. More attention is given to 
calculations, the chemistry of transition metals and 
organic compounds, especially in the new full A 
level. Practical work is integrated with the theory 
when appropriate, and whilst there is a significant 
amount of factual knowledge to be learned, the 
course aims to build upon principles and scientific 
method, and so avoids rote learning.  
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Unit 1 (Exam) 

This unit focuses on the concepts of physical 
chemistry and inorganic chemistry and incorporates 
the relevant practice skills. 

Written exam: 2 hrs (105 marks of short and long 
answer questions). 

35% of A level

Unit 2 (Exam)

This unit focuses on organic chemistry as well as 
further developing the physical chemistry concepts 
and also incorporates the relevant practical skills. 

Written exam: 2 hrs (105 marks of short and long 
answer questions).  

35% of A level

Unit 3 (Exam)

This unit can focus on any concepts covered in 
units 1 and 2 together with further relevant practical 
skills. 

Written exam: 2 hrs (90 marks comprising 40 
marks on practical techniques and data analysis, 20 
marks of questions testing across the specification, 
30 marks of multiple choice questions).   

30% of A level

The Next Step 

The course is a sound foundation for Higher 
Education courses in sciences, engineering and 
medical areas, such as pharmacology. It is also a 
useful stepping stone to other fields of study such as 
law and business studies. Due to the diverse range of 
skills required to complete an A level in Chemistry, 
these skills are highly transferrable and desirable in a 
wide range of future courses and careers.

Design & Technology 
Exam Board AQA (7552)

Qualifications Needed
The course contains a significant amount of work 
based on design, engineering and industry so ideally 
requires the pupil to be studying either Mathematics, 
Business Studies, ICT or Physics at A level.  GCSE 
Design & Technology is also highly desirable.

Course Content
This stimulating course is concerned with design 
activity and involves the manufacture of artefacts.  It 
is also intended to promote an awareness of industry 
and market influences. Pupils will study design, 
available materials, manufacturing processes and 
techniques, as well as extending and refining their 
understanding and expertise in the ‘design process’.

Course Structure

Paper 1

What’s assessed:

Core technical principles and core designing and 
making principles.

How it’s assessed:

Written exam: two hours

 ● 100 marks

 ● 25% of A level questions

Mixture of short answer, multiple choice and 
extended response.

Paper 2

What’s assessed:

Specialist knowledge, technical and designing and 
making principles.

How it’s assessed:

Written exam: two hours

 ● 25% of A level questions

Mixture of short answer, multiple choice and 
extended response.
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Section A:

 ● Product Analysis.

 ● Up to six short answer questions based on visual 
stimulus of product(s).

Section B:

 ● Commercial manufacture.

 ● Mixture of short and extended response 
questions.

Non-exam assessment (NEA)

What’s assessed:

Practical application of technical principles, 
designing and making principles and specialist 
knowledge.

How it’s assessed:

Substantial design and make task

 ● 45 hours

 ● 100 marks

 ● 50% of A level evidence

Written or digital design portfolio and photographic 
evidence of final prototype.

The Next Step 

The application of the subject is widespread and 
especially useful for those contemplating careers 
in product design, engineering, graphics, design, 
architecture, surveying and many other aspects of 
the construction industry.

Drama &  
Theatre Studies

Exam Board Edexcel (8DR01)  

Qualifications Needed
GCSE Drama and English grade C or above an 
advantage.

Course Content
The AS course provides opportunities for pupils 
to study plays from the point of view of a director, 
designer, performer and critic. The aim is to develop 
knowledge of the language of drama as well as to 
improve performance and analytical skills. A2 Level 
aims to extend the knowledge, skills and understanding 
acquired at AS Level by enabling pupils to apply what 
they have learned to their own creative work. Pupils 
will be required to attend workshops and theatre trips 
regularly to reinforce and complement their studies.

Course Structure

Unit 1

Pupils will create their own original and unique 
piece of Drama as a Director, Actor or Designer. 
This unit will also provide pupils with the 
opportunity to explore a theatre practitioner and 
apply their work in performance. High quality 
written portfolio with exploration notes and teacher 
assessment will be included in Unit 1.

20% of AS, 20% of A2

Unit 2

Text to performance. This unit gives the pupils 
the opportunity to demonstrate their skills in a 
performance environment, firstly in the form of a 
monologue or duologue and secondly to contribute 
to the performance of a professionally published 
play. Pupils can offer either acting or a design form. 

10% of AS, 10% of A2
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Unit 3

This externally examined unit requires the detailed 
study of one set play, one live theatre evaluation 
and the practical exploration and interpretation 
of another complete performance text, in light of 
a chosen theatre practitioner – focusing on how 
this text could be reimagined for a contemporary 
audience. The assessment takes the form of a 
written examination in three sections. 

40% of A2

The Next Step 

The course develops essential life skills such as 
communication, co-operation and problem solving 
as well as developing confidence and acting ability.

Economics – Reformed 

Exam Board Edecxel Specification B

Qualifications Needed

GCSE grade C in English and Maths is 

recommended.

Course Content

Pupils are introduced to economics through 
building knowledge of core microeconomic and 
macroeconomic concepts, and by investigating 
economic theory through real-world businesses 
and the environments in which they operate. 
Breadth and depth of knowledge and 
understanding with applications to more complex 
concepts and models are developed in the second 
year of study. Pupils will need to apply their 
knowledge and understanding to both familiar 
and unfamiliar contexts in the assessment and 
demonstrate an awareness of current economic 

events and policies.

Course Structure

Theme 1: Markets, consumers and firms - Pupils 
will develop an understanding of: 

 ● scarcity, choice and potential conflicts 

 ● enterprise, business and the economy 

 ● introducing the market 

 ● the role of credit in the economy 

 ● market failure and government intervention 

 ● revenue, costs, profits and cash.

Theme 2: The wider economic environment - 
Pupils will develop an understanding of:

 ● business growth and competitive advantage 

 ● firms, consumers and elasticities of demand 

 ● productive efficiency 

 ● life in a global economy 

 ● the economic cycle 

 ● introduction to macroeconomic policy 

Theme 3: The global economy - Pupils will develop 
an understanding of:

 ● globalisation 

 ● economic factors in business expansion 

 ● impact of globalisation on global companies 

 ● impact of globalisation on local and national 
economies 

 ● global labour markets 

 ● inequality and redistribution

Theme 4: Making markets work - Pupils will 
develop an understanding of:

 ● competition and market power 

 ● market power and market failure 

 ● market failure across the economy 

 ● macroeconomic policies and impact on firms 
and individuals 

 ● risk and the financial sector
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Assessment consists of three externally assessed 

examination papers.  Questions are data response 

and open ended essay style.

The Next Step 

The course gives pupils the knowledge and skills 

that will be very relevant to a very wide range 

of business employers, e.g. banks, insurance 

companies, retailers. At the same time the course 

is sufficiently academic and challenging to prepare 

them for an economics or business related degree 

course.  

English Literature – Reformed

Exam Board AQA English Literature (7712)

Qualifications Needed
GCSE English Language and Literature grade C or 
above.  

Course Content

Pupils will study a minimum of eight texts during 
the two year course, as well as engaging in a range 
of critical reading. The texts will come from all three 
genres of poetry, prose and drama and will cover a 
range of time periods. The course provides pupils 
with a great opportunity to explore literature in depth 
and foster their love of reading, writing and the 
theatre within a critical and discursive environment.

Course Structure

Coursework: 2500 words and worth 20%

This involves a comparative study of two texts, 
one of which must be pre-1900. Texts for this are 
decided by class teacher/ pupil and are not set by 
the exam board.

Two Examinations: worth 80% 

‘Love through the Ages’ and ‘World War 1 and its 
Aftermath’ are the two units set for study by AQA. 
Both units contain a wide range of accessible and 

exciting texts which pupils will study during this 
two year course. Possible texts could include The 
Great Gatsby, Journey’s End, Othello, First Casualty 
and a fantastic range of poetry on Love and War. 

The Next Step 

English Literature is a tremendous preparation for 
numerous courses at university and for careers in 
the media (television, radio and journalism), public 
relations, publishing, advertising, business and 
human resources management and secretarial/
administrative work. It is listed by the Russell Group 
Universities as a facilitating subject, due to the breadth 
of skills covered and the academic rigor of the course.

     Level 3 Diploma in 
    Financial Capability 
 
Exam Board LIBF (London Institute of 
Banking & Finance)

Qualifications Needed
GCSE grade C in English and Maths is 
recommended.  GCSE Business Studies is not 
required.

Course Content

Pupils will learn how to manage their own current 
and future personal finances more effectively and 
efficiently and how to make informed financial 
decisions in organisations. Specific skills will include 
independent thinking, critical analysis and evaluation, 
synthesis and verbal and written communication. 
Pupils will learn invaluable life skills such as investing 
personal finance and managing personal debt.

Course Structure

The Diploma in Financial Studies consists of four 
mandatory units*: 

Unit 1 – Financial Capability for the Immediate and 
Short Term
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Unit 2 – Financial Capability for the Medium and 

Long Term

Unit 3 – Sustainability of an Individual’s Finances

Unit 4 – Sustainability of the Financial Services 

System

*Should pupils decide not to continue with the 

course in year 2 they will be awarded a Certificate 

in Financial Studies (equivalent to an AS level) 

providing they have passed units 1 and 2.

Amplification

Unit 1 – Financial Capability for the Immediate and 

Short Term (FCIS)

FCIS highlights the importance of financial 

capability in meeting immediate and short-term 

financial needs. By studying FCIS pupils will gain 

an appreciation of why money is important through 

focusing on what money is; attitudes to it; and how 

it can affect life choices. The unit introduces pupils 

to the financial services industry by focusing on the 

interaction between money, personal finance and 

the financial services market place. They will gain 

an appreciation of the differentiation of financial 

products for savings and the key features of interest 

and charges on borrowing.

Unit 2 – Financial Capability for the Medium and 

Long Term (FCML)

FCML highlights the importance of planning for 

medium- and long-term financial needs, with 

particular reference to the importance of the need 

to budget for future aspirations and life events. By 

studying FCML pupils will consider the changing 

priorities attached to needs, wants and aspirations as 

individuals progress through the personal life cycle, 

and the role of financial services in assisting lifelong 

financial planning. Pupils gain an understanding 

of the personal approaches that individuals take 

towards risk and rewards and the impact of foreseen 

and unforeseen influences on financial budgeting.

Unit 3 – Sustainability of an Individual’s  
Finances (SIF)

SIF highlights the importance of financial 
sustainability for the individual; to enable the 
development of skills to make sure that an 
individual’s financial capability is sustained 
over a period of time, taking into consideration 
the personal and external factors that lead to 
change.  When studying SIF pupils will explore 
how external factors affect the financial services 
industry’s products and services and how these 
factors can impact upon consumer choice which 
will enable pupils to make informed financial 
judgements within given situations. Pupils will gain 
an understanding of the impact of global events, 
developments and ethical considerations that impact 
on the financial services industry and the consumer.

Unit 4 – Sustainability of the Financial Services 
System (SFS)

SFS explores the financial services system and 
looks at how financial services providers work and 
compete with one another, their priorities and 
responses to external influences in maintaining 
financial sustainability.

By studying SFS pupils will analyse the impact 
of marketing techniques employed by financial 
services providers and the impact of changes in the 
financial services market and the effect this has on 
consumers. Learners will gain an understanding 
of how financial services providers use marketing 
methods and segmentation, and approaches to 
attract, retain and satisfy their customer.

All units will be assessed by paper-based examination 
or by ifs e-test™ electronic testing system. They will 
be made up of the following components:

Unit 1 and Unit 2

 ●  Part A: 35 multiple choice questions in a 
45-minute examination (total marks: 35 / 100)

 ● Part B: pre-release case study requiring essay 
responses to five questions in a 105-minute 
examination (total marks: 60 / 100)
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 ● Part B will also assess spelling, punctuation and 
grammar (SPAG) through the essay responses 
(total marks: 5 / 100)

Unit 3 and Unit 4

 ● Part A: 35 multiple choice questions in a 1-hour 
examination (total marks: 35 / 100)

 ● Part B: pre-release case study requiring essay 
responses to five questions in a two hour 
examination (total marks: 60 / 100)

 ● Part B will also assess spelling, punctuation and 
grammar (SPAG) through the essay responses 
(total marks: 5 / 100)

A total of 400 marks are available from all four 
units comprising 100 marks per unit.

The Next Step 

The course gives pupils the knowledge and skills to 
be able to manage their own finances.  In addition, 
pupils learn skills and knowledge that will be very 
relevant to a very wide range of business employers; 
especially in the financial sector, e.g. banks and 
insurance companies. At the same time the course 
is sufficiently academic and challenging to prepare 
them for business related degree courses.  

French – Reformed

Exam Board AQA (7652)

Qualifications Needed
GCSE French grade B or above. 

Course Content

Pupils will develop their understanding of themes 
relating to the society and culture of the countries 
where French is spoken, and their language skills; 
they will do this by using authentic spoken and 
written sources in French. The approach is a focus 
on how French-speaking society has been shaped, 
socially and culturally, and how it continues to 
change. Pupils study aspects of the social context 

together with aspects of the artistic life of French-
speaking countries. Pupils should be prepared to 
undertake independent research. 

Course Structure

This qualification is linear, which means that pupils 
will sit all their exams at the end of the course.

Paper 1 - Listening, Reading and Writing

 ● Listening and responding to spoken passages 
from a range of contexts and sources covering 
different registers and adapted as necessary.

 ● Reading and responding to a variety of texts 
written for different purposes, drawn from 
a range of authentic sources and adapted as 
necessary.

 ● Translation into English and translation into 
French.

Paper 2 - Writing 

Either:

 ● one question in French on a set text from a 
choice of two questions and one question 
in French on a set film from a choice of two 
questions, or

 ● two questions in French on set texts from a 
choice of two questions on each text. 

All questions will require a critical appreciation of the 
concepts and issues covered in the work and a critical 
and analytical response to features such as the form 
and the technique of presentation, as appropriate to 
the work studied (eg the effect of narrative voice in a 
prose text or camera work in a film).

Paper 3 - Speaking

Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion 
based on a stimulus card.  Presentation and 
discussion of individual research project.

The Next Step 

French remains a very important language and 
is spoken by over 200 million people. French is 
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among the principal languages of diplomacy and 
important international organisations such as the 
UN and is therefore a very valuable study.

Geography – Reformed

Exam Board Edexcel
First teaching 2017; first exams 2018.

Course Content and Assessment

The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in 
Geography consists of three externally-examined 
papers and one non-examination assessment 
component. Pupils must complete all assessment in 
May/June in any single year.

Geographical skills

This qualification requires pupils to evidence a 
variety of geographical skills, showing a critical 
awareness of the appropriateness and limitations of 
different methods, skills and techniques.

Fieldwork

A level pupils must complete a minimum of 
four days of fieldwork, in relation to processes in 
physical and human geography. 

Paper 1 (Paper code: 9GE0/01)

Written examination: 2 hours and 15 minutes

30% of the qualification - 105 marks

Content

 ● Area of study 1, Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and 
Hazards

 ● Area of study 1, Topic 2: Landscape Systems, 
Processes and Change – including Coastal 
Landscapes and Change

 ● Area of study 3, Topic 5: The Water Cycle and 
Water Insecurity

 ● Area of study 3, Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and 
Energy Security

Assessment

An externally assessed written examination 
comprising three sections.

Section A relates to Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and 
Hazards.

Section B relates to Topic 2: Landscape Systems, 
Processes and Change. Pupils answer questions on 
2B: Coastal Landscapes and Change.

Section C relates to Topic 5: The Water Cycle and 
Water Insecurity and Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle 
and Energy Security.

Paper 2 (Paper code: 9GE0/02)

Written examination: 2 hours and 15 minutes

30% of the qualification - 105 marks

Content

 ● Area of study 2, Topic 3: Globalisation

 ● Area of study 2, Topic 4: Shaping Places – 
including 4A Regenerating Places

 ● Area of study 4, Topic 7: Superpowers

 ● Area of study 4, Topic 8: Global Development 
and Connections – including 8A Health, 
Human Rights and Intervention.

Assessment

An externally-assessed written examination 
comprising three sections.

Section A relates to Topics 3 and 7: Globalisation/
Superpowers.

Section B relates to Topic 4: Shaping Places. Pupils 
answer questions on Topic 4A: Regenerating Places.

Section C relates to Topic 8: Global Development 
and Connections. Pupils answer questions on Topic 
8A: Health, Human Rights and Intervention.
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Paper 3 (Paper code: 9GE0/03)

Written examination: 2 hours and 15 minutes

20% of the qualification - 70 marks

Content

The specification contains three synoptic themes 
within the compulsory content areas:

 ● Players,

 ● Attitudes and actions,

 ● Futures and uncertainties.

The synoptic investigation will be based on a 
geographical issue within a place-based context that 
links to the three synoptic themes and is rooted in 
two or more of the compulsory content areas.

Assessment

An externally assessed written examination. A 
resource booklet will contain information about the 
geographical issue.

The three synoptic themes are:

1. Players (P)

Who are the different players (individuals, groups 
and organisations, stakeholders) involved in 
geographical issues and decisions (interdependence, 
globalisation, systems)? Why do some players have 
greater influence than others (inequality)?

2. Attitudes and actions (A)

Why do attitudes to geographical issues (identity) vary 
so greatly and how does this influence actions (policies 
and choice of strategy and management methods)? 

3. Futures and uncertainties (F)

There are contrasting approaches when making 
decisions about geographical issues that will affect 
people in the future. These include business as 
usual, priority towards more sustainable strategies 
and radical alternatives (mitigation and adaptation). 

Non-examination assessment: 
Independent Investigation (9GE0/04)

Non-examined assessment

20% of the qualification - 70 marks

 Content

 ● The pupil defines a question or issue for 
investigation, relating to the compulsory or 
optional content. 

 ● The pupil’s investigation will incorporate 
fieldwork data (collected individually or as part 
of a group) and own research and/or secondary 
data

 ● The fieldwork, which forms the focus and 
context of the individual investigation, may be 
either human, physical or integrated physical-
human

 ● The investigation report will evidence 
independent analysis and evaluation of data, 
presentation of data findings and extended 
writing

 ● Pupils will be expected to show evidence that 
they have used both quantitative and qualitative 
data to support their independent investigation 
as appropriate to the particular environment 
and/or location.

Assessment overview

 ● The investigation report is internally assessed 
and externally moderated.

 ● Pupils will produce a written report of 3000–
4000 words.

The Next Step 

Modern Geography equips pupils with a range 
of skills sought by employers and universities 
in environmental evaluation, planning and 
surveying, journalism, countryside management, 
environmental science, agricultural management 
and sustainable urban design.
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Component 2 – Two hour examination

Section A: one 30 mark source essay, one 30 mark 
non-source essay on UK Government

Section B: one 24 mark essay on feminism

Component 3 – Two hour examination

Two 12 mark questions, two 30 mark essays

The three components count equally towards the 
final A level.

The Next Step 

An A level in Government & Politics is valued by 
universities because it tests written and spoken 
argument, comprehension of unseen information 
under test conditions and also it imparts a very 
relevant knowledge of contemporary Britain. It will 
make a useful addition to those A levels chosen by 
pupils who wish to study International Relations, 
History, Philosophy, Management and English and 
Journalism as well as Politics itself.

History – Reformed

Exam Board Edexcel (9HI0)  

Qualifications Needed
GCSE History preferably at grade B or above.

Course Content

The periods of history and topics that make up 
the A level course are designed to offer pupils the 
opportunity to study History in depth and to develop 
expertise in various skills that are both historical and 
general.

Course Structure

Paper 1 - The Crusades, c1095-1204 

This option comprises a study in breadth of the 
early crusading movement from the late eleventh 
to the early thirteenth century. There are several 

Government  
& Politics

Exam Board Edexcel (9PL0)

Qualifications Needed
GCSE grade C or above in essay based subjects.

Course Content

The Year 12 course covers contemporary British 
politics and the nature, origin and impact of key 
political ideologies, and as such will shadow current 
affairs, parliamentary business, legal controversies 
and the challenges of governing Britain.  In 
addition, pupils will learn one ‘ideology in action’ 
– in our case, feminism.  In Year 13 pupils will 
either study US or Global Politics, comparing and 
contrasting different systems.

Component 1 – UK Politics. This unit looks at those 
forces which shape politics, from pressure groups 
to the media, electoral systems, political parties and 
ideologies.

Component 2 – UK Government. This is a study 
of the magic of the UK constitution and the way 
our country is governed through the work of Prime 
Minister, ministers and civil servants, the role of 
parliament and finally the relationship between the 
three branches of government.

Component 3 – Comparative Politics. Pupils will 
study either the USA or global politics.

Course Structure

Pupils will study components 1 and 2 in Year 12, 
and component 3 in Year 13.

Component 1 – Two hour examination

Section A: one 30 mark source essay, one 30 mark 
non-source essay on UK Politics

Section B: one 24 mark essay on the core ideologies 
studied
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 ● The political reforms of Alexander II, 1855-70

 ● Revolution and reform, 1904-06

 ● The end of the Romanovs and the triumph of 
the Bolsheviks, 1916-18

 ● Khrushchev and attempts to reform the Soviet 
system, 1956-61

 ● Gorbachev and the downfall of Soviet 
communism, 1985-91

30% of A2

Paper 4 - Germany 1933-63   

The purpose of this coursework paper is to 
enable pupils to develop skills in the analysis 
and evaluation of interpretations of history in a 
chosen question, problem or issue as part of an 
independently researched assignment.

The focus is on understanding the nature and 
purpose of the work of the historian.

20% of A2

In order to gain both enjoyment and success from 
this course, pupils need to be willing to actively 
participate in discussions. For this to be effective, 
much background reading needs to be done, 
efficient study methods need to be developed and 
ideas and opinions need to be generated.

The Next Step 
Being an academic, analytical and literary 
subject, History is an excellent preparation for all 
arts courses in Higher Education. Moreover, it 
encourages the development of qualities that are 
sought by a wide range of employers including law, 
management of all kinds, banking, insurance, civil 
service, local government, journalism and social 
work.

themes:

 ● Reasons for the crusades

 ●  Leadership of the crusades

 ● The crusader states of Outremer

 ● The changing Muslim response to the crusades

In addition, the unit includes a depth study of 
historical interpretations:

 ● What explains the failure of the Fourth Crusade?

30% of A2  

Paper 2 - Anglo-Saxon England and the  
Anglo-Norman Kingdom, c1053-1106

This option comprises a study in depth of England 
and Normandy from the death of Earl Godwin in 
1053 through to the re-establishment of the Anglo-
Norman Kingdom by Henry I in 1106. There are 
four key topics:

 ● Late Anglo-Saxon England, c1053-66

 ● Norman Conquest and extension of control to 
Wales and Scotland, 1066-93

 ● State, Church and Society, 1066-1106

 ● Normandy, 1066-1106

20% of A2

Paper 3 - The making of modern Russia, 1855-1991  

This option comprises two sections: Aspects 
in breadth focus on long-term changes and 
contextualise the aspects in depth, which focus in 
detail on key episodes.

Aspects in breadth: the land and the peasantry, 
1855-1991

 ● The changing status and condition of the 
peasantry

 ● Agriculture and productivity: meeting the 
country’s needs?

 ● Aspects in depth: reform and revolution
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Mathematics
Exam Board Edexcel (9MA0)

Qualifications Needed
GCSE Mathematics grade 7 or above.

Course Content
The course is linear with candidates studying topics 
in Pure Mathematics, Statistics and Mechanics 
throughout the two year course. While Mathematics 
and Physics are mutually supportive subjects, the 
course offers conceptual thinking skills, which 
combines well with all other subjects.

Course Structure

The Pure Mathematics topics which will be covered 
are: proof, algebra and functions, coordinate 
geometry in the (x, y) plane, sequences and series, 
trigonometry, exponentials and logarithms, 
differentiation, integration and vectors.

The Statistic topics in this course are: statistical 
sampling, data presentation and interpretation, 
probability, statistical distributions and statistical 
hypothesis testing.

Finally the Mechanics topics in this course are: 
quantities and units in mechanics, kinematics, 
forces and Newton’s laws and moments.

The A level course is assessed though three 
externally-examined papers which must be taken 
together in any single year and are each worth 
33.33% of the qualification. Papers 1 (9MA0/01) 
and 2 (9MA0/02)  cover the Pure Mathematics 
topics. Paper 3 (9MA0/03) covers the Statistics and 
Mechanics topics.

The Next Step 
A successful Mathematics qualification is a real 
asset when applying for any Higher Education 
course, especially those in computer programming, 
systems analysis, actuarial studies, engineering, 
accountancy, law, politics, business studies, 
economics and management science.

Further 
Mathematics

Exam Board Edexcel (9FM0)

Qualifications Needed
GCSE Mathematics grade 7 or above. You cannot 
choose to study Further Mathematics unless you 
also study A level Mathematics.

Course Content
The course is linear with candidates studying 
towards four terminal examinations.

Course Structure

The first two papers in A level Further Mathematics 
cover the compulsory topics which are all Pure 
Mathematics and include: proof, complex numbers, 
matrices, further algebra and functions, further 
calculus, further vectors, polar coordinates, 
hyperbolic functions and differential equations.

The third and fourth papers cover content from one 
of several possible combinations of Further Pure 
Mathematics, Further Statistics, Further Mechanics 
and Decision Mathematics.

Each paper is equally weighted; being one quarter 
of the qualification. All papers must be completed 
in a single year.

The Next Step 
A Further Mathematics qualification is highly 
regarded by employers and by university admissions 
tutors. It is becoming an essential requirement for 
those wishing to study any mathematical course at 
university and it is a preferred A level qualification in 

many other subject areas.
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Media Studies
Exam Board Eduqas (WJEC)

Qualifications Needed
GCSE/iGCSE English Language grade C or above.

Course Content
Media Studies is designed to enhance pupils’ 
enjoyment, understanding and appreciation of 
the media and its role in their daily life. The 
course introduces media ideas and the practice of 
production, develops an understanding of media 
platforms, the contemporary media landscape and 
the influential role of the media today.

Course Structure

A linear A level course with two examinations and 
coursework assessed at the end of Year 13.

Component 1: Media Products, 
Industries and Audiences

Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes (35%)

Section A - Analysing Media Language and 
Representation

This section assesses media language and 
representation in relation to two of the following 
media forms: advertising, marketing, music video 
or newspapers. There are two questions in this 
section:

 ● one question assessing media language in relation 
to an unseen audio-visual or print resource,

 ● one extended response comparison question 
assessing representation in one set product.

Section B - Understanding Media Industries and 
Audiences

This section assesses two of the following media 
forms: advertising, marketing, film, newspapers,
radio, video games - and media contexts.  It 
includes:

 ● one stepped question on media industries,

 ● one stepped question on audiences.

Component 2: Media Forms and 
Products in Depth

Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes (35%)

The examination assesses media language, 
representation, media industries, audiences and 
media contexts. It consists of three sections:

Section A – Television in the Global Age

There will be one two-part question or one extended 
response question.

Section B – Magazines: Mainstream and Alternative 
Media

There will be one two-part question or one extended 
response question.

Section C – Media in the Online Age

There will be one two-part question or one extended 
response question.

Component 3: Cross-Media Production

Non exam assessment (coursework)   (30%)

An individual cross-media production based on 

two forms in response to a choice of briefs set by 

Eduqas, applying knowledge and understanding of 

the theoretical framework and digital convergence.

The Next Step 

Media Studies naturally leads to careers in 

journalism, marketing, advertising and public 

relations, but an awareness of how the world of 

media works can also support other careers, such as 

social work, law, medicine and education.
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Music
Exam Board Edexcel (9MUO)

Qualifications Needed
Grade 5 performance and theory in any recognised 
music examination board. Enthusiasm, 
commitment and a passion for music are the main 
prerequisites for study at this level.

Course Content
The six Areas of Study cover a wide range of music 
genres.

Course Structure

The six Areas of Study are:

 ● Vocal music

 ● Instrumental music (Orchestral)

 ● Music for film

 ● Popular music and jazz

 ● Fusions

 ● New directions.

There are three set pieces in each area giving 18 set 
pieces in total. These six Areas of Study are spread 
over the two year course.

The Next Step 

The A level is a traditionally accepted award widely 
recognised by institutions of higher education. 
Pupils tend to choose A level after Music GCSE 
with an overall view to move into a music 
orientated vocation.

Photography – Reformed

Exam Board AQA (7206 C/X)

Qualifications Needed

None (enthusiasm and dedication is essential).

Course Content

At Bethany, we offer a broad based two year A level 

Photography course. Pupils produce practical, 

critical and theoretical work using a wide variety 

of photographic media and processes. This work 

is supported by substantial sketchbook material, 

recording first-hand experience, experimentation 

and research. 

Pupils will produce practical and critical/

contextual work in one or more areas of study, 

for example, portraiture, landscape photography, 

still life photography, documentary photography, 

photojournalism, fashion photography, experimental 

imagery, multimedia, photographic installation and 

moving image (video, film, animation). 

An ability to work independently, be enthusiastic, 

accept criticism and be open to try new ways of 

working is an essential part of the course.

Pupils should ideally have their own DSLR (we use 

Canon) but it is not essential.

Year 12 – Pupils are introduced to a ‘Foundation’ 

style course where they are encouraged to try 

working in different methods based on a range of 

different themes. Pupils will start to identify their 

strengths in a particular area and will then focus 

on the area in which they want to specialise. Using 

Adobe software (Photoshop, Premier Pro etc.) is a 

key part of the course and training will be given for 

pupils who need guidance in this area.
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Year 13 – Pupils start to narrow down their ideas to 

produce a project which is designed by the pupil to 

match their skills and strengths in Photography– 

discussion with teaching staff is key here so the 

pupil meets the four assessment objectives and 

works in a style that suits them. The pupils should 

be selective in the presentation of this project and 

only submit their very best work.

To enhance pupils artistic experience, regular trips 

are organised locally and abroad. In recent year, visits 

to Barcelona, Paris, New York, Madrid, Amsterdam 

and Berlin have taken place. Closer to home, visits 

are made to many of the London galleries.

Course Structure

Unit 1 (Personal Investigation) This is a two 

year practical investigation supported by written 

materials. Pupils develop their own work based on 

an idea, issue, concept or theme leading a finished 

outcome or a series of related finished outcomes.

Practical elements should make connections with 

some aspect of contemporary or past practice of 

artists, designers, photographers or craftspeople 

and include written work of no less than 1000 

and no more than 3000 words which support the 

practical work.

No time limit, 96 Marks, 60% of A level

Unit 2 (Externally Set Assignment) - Pupils respond 

to a range of starting points provided by AQA. 

They have to produce work which displays their 

ability to work independently within specific time 

constraints, developing a personal and meaningful 

response which addresses all the assessment 

objectives and leads to a finished outcome or a 

series of related finished outcomes.

Preparatory period plus 15 hours supervised time,  

96 marks, 40% of A level

The Next Step 

The most important reason for choosing this course 

is the enjoyment of the subject and an ability to 

try new methods and techniques. Recently, we 

have had pupils go onto Fine Art, Animation, 

Illustration, Photography, Games Design, Graphic 

Design, Creative Advertising and Automotive 

Design degree courses. 

Physics – Reformed

Exam Board OCR (Physics A –H556)

Qualifications Needed

GCSE Double Award Science or Physics GCSE, 

preferably grade 6 or above (New GCSE grades). 

Physics pupils should take A level Maths.

Course Content

This course covers: development of practical skills 

in physics, foundations of physics, forces, motion, 

electrons, waves, photons, the Newtonian world and 

astrophysics, particles and medical physics.

Unit 1 (Exam) Modelling Physics

This unit covers the following topics: development 

of practical skills in physics, foundations of 

physics and forces, motion, Newtonian world and 

astrophysics.

This component is worth 100 marks and is split 

into two sections and assesses content from 

teaching modules 1, 2, 3 and 5 of the specification. 

Learners answer all questions. Section A contains 

multiple choice questions. This section of the paper 

is worth 15 marks.

Section B includes short answer question styles 

(structured questions, problem solving, calculations, 

practical) and extended response questions. This 

section of the paper is worth 85 marks.
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 ● Exam paper out of 100 marks

 ● 2 hours 15 minutes written paper

37% of A level

Unit 2 (Exam) Exploring Physics

Topics covered in this unit include: development of 

practical skills in physics, foundations of physics, 

electrons, waves, photons, particles and medical 

physics.

This component is worth 100 marks and is split into 

two sections and assesses content from teaching 

modules 1, 2, 4 and 6 of the specification. Learners 

answer all questions. Section A contains multiple 

choice questions. This section of the paper is worth 

15 marks. Section B includes short answer question 

styles (structured questions, problem solving, 

calculations, practical) and extended response 

questions. This section of the paper is worth 85 marks.

 ● Written exam paper out of 100 marks

 ● 2 hours 15 minutes written paper

37% of A level

Both units (Breadth in physics and Depth in 

physics) have to be completed for an AS level 

Physics grade to be awarded.

Unit 3 (Exam) Unified Physics

The following topics are assessed: development of 

practical skills in physics, foundations of physics, 

forces, motion, electrons, waves, photons, Newtonian 

world, astrophysics, particles and medical physics.

This component assesses content from across 

all teaching modules 1 to 6. Learners answer all 

questions. This component is worth 70 marks. 

Question styles include short answer (structured 

questions, problem solving, calculations, practical) 

and extended response questions.

 ● Exam out of 70 marks

 ● 1 hour 30 minutes written paper

26% of A level

Unit 4 (Non-Exam) Practical endorsement in Physics

The results for this unit are reported separately.

Performance in this component is reported 

separately to the performance in the A level as 

measured through externally assessed components 

01 to 03 of the specification. This non-exam 

assessment component rewards the development 

of practical competency in physics and is teacher 

assessed. Learners demonstrate competence in the 

range of skills and techniques specified in Section 

1.2 of the specification by carrying out a minimum 

of 12 assessed practical activities. The Practical 

Endorsement is teacher assessed against the 

Common Practical Assessment Criteria. Learners 

may work in groups but must demonstrate and 

record independent evidence of their competency.

Pupils who are awarded a pass must have 

demonstrated that they consistently and routinely 

exhibit the competencies listed in Section 5g of the 

specification and have demonstrated competence 

in all the skills detailed in section 1.2.1 and in all 

the apparatus and techniques detailed in Section 

1.2.2 before completion of the A level course. The 

practical activities provided by OCR are all mapped 

against the specification and assessment criteria.

The Next Step 

Physics is a valuable and versatile A level. It is 

essential for many careers and highly desirable 

for many others. It forms a solid foundation for 

degrees in pure and applied science, medicine, 

electronics, computing and technology as well as 

allowing entry into non-science related areas such 

as business and finance.
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Religious Studies 
(Philosophy & Ethics)  – Reformed

Exam Board AQA (7062)

Qualifications Needed

GCSE Religious Studies and/or English Literature 

grade C or above.

Course Content

Our new A level Religious Studies course offers 
pupils the opportunity to have a thorough 
understanding of diverse philosophical and ethical 
viewpoints.  The course features a variety of 
relevant and contemporary themes and pupils will 
also gain critical and evaluative skills sought after 

by higher education and employers.

Course Structure

Component 1 - Philosophy of Religion and Ethics

Section A: Philosophy of religion

 ●  Arguments for the existence of God

 ● Evil and suffering

 ● Religious experience

 ●  Religious language

 ● Miracles

 ● Self and life after death.

Section B: Ethics and religion

 ● Ethical theories

 ●  Issues of human life and death

 ● Issues of animal life and death

 ● Introduction to meta ethics

 ● Free will and moral responsibility

 ●  Consience

 ● Bentham and Kant

Three hour exam, 100 marks, 50% of A level

Component 2 - Study of Religion and Dialogue

Section A: Philosophy of religion

 ●  Sources of wisdom and authority.

 ● God/gods/ultimate reality.

 ● Self, death and the afterlife.

 ● Good conduct and key moral principals.

 ● Expression of religious identity.

 ● Religion, gender and sexuality.

 ● Religion and science.

 ● Religion and secularisation.

 ● Religion and religious pluralism.

Section B: The dialogue between philosophy of 

religion and religion.

How religion is influenced by, and has an influence on 

philosophy of religion in relation to the issues studied.

Section C: The dialogue between ethical studies and 

religion.

How religion is influenced by, and has an influence 

on ethical studies in relation to the issues studied.

Three hour exam, 100 marks, 50% of A level

The Next Step 

Philosophy and Ethics is fast becoming the 

recognised RS A level with more pupils opting 

for this over Christian Theology or World 

Religions. This subject is particularly useful for 

those wishing to study theology, sociology or 

psychology. The course is useful for entry into 

such careers as law, the police force, social work, 

human resource management, medicine and the 

armed forces.
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Spanish – Reformed

Exam Board AQA (7692)

Qualifications Needed

GCSE Spanish grade B or above. 

Course Content

Pupils will develop their understanding of themes 
relating to the society and culture of the countries 
where Spanish is spoken, and their language skills; 
they will do this by using authentic spoken and 
written sources in Spanish. The approach is a focus 
on how Spanish-speaking society has been shaped, 
socially and culturally, and how it continues to change.  
Pupils study aspects of the social context together 
with aspects of the artistic life of Spanish-speaking 
countries.  Pupils should be prepare to undertake 

independent research. 

Course Structure

This qualification is linear, which means that pupils 

will sit all their exams at the end of the course.

Paper 1 - Listening, Reading and Writing

Listening and responding to spoken passages from 

a range of contexts and sources covering different 

registers and adapted as necessary.

Reading and responding to a variety of texts written 

for different purposes, drawn from a range of 

authentic sources and adapted as necessary.

Translation into English and translation into 

Spanish.

Paper 2 - Writing 

Either:

 ● one question in Spanish on a set text from a choice 

of two questions and one question in Spanish on a 

set film from a choice of two questions, or

 ●  two questions in Spanish on set texts from a 

choice of two questions on each text. 

All questions will require a critical appreciation of the 

concepts and issues covered in the work and a critical 

and analytical response to features such as the form 

and the technique of presentation, as appropriate to 

the work studied (eg the effect of narrative voice in a 

prose text or camera work in a film).

Paper 3: Speaking 

Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion 

based on a stimulus card.  Presentation and 

discussion of individual research project.

The Next Step 

Spanish is the second most important international 

language with over 600 million native speakers 

worldwide. The course can lead directly to a 

language degree or can be combined with other 

subjects such as Business Studies or Law.

Physical Education

Exam Board AQA (7582)

Course Content

 ● Applied anatomy and physiology

 ● Skill acquisition

 ● Sport and society

 ● Exercise physiology

 ● Biomechanical movement

 ● Sport psychology

 ● Sport and society and the role of technology in 

physical activity and sport

Course Structure

This qualification is linear, which means that pupils 

will sit all their exams and submit all their non-

exam assessment at the end of the course.
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Paper 1

Factors affecting participation in physical activity 

and sport.

What’s assessed:

Section A: Applied anatomy and physiology

Section B: Skill acquisition

Section C: Sport and society

How it’s assessed:

Written exam: 2 hours

105 marks - 35% of A Level

Questions:

Section A: multiple choice, short answer and 

extended writing (35 marks)

Section B: multiple choice, short answer and 

extended writing (35 marks)

Section C: multiple choice, short answer and 

extended writing (35 marks

Paper 2

Factors affecting optimal performance in physical 

activity and sport.

What’s assessed:

Section A: Exercise physiology and biomechanics

Section B: Sport psychology

Section C: Sport and society and technology in sport

How it’s assessed:

Written exam: 2 hours

105 marks - 35% of A level

Questions:

Section A: multiple choice, short answer and 

extended writing (35 marks)

Section B: multiple choice, short answer and 

extended writing (35 marks)

Section C: multiple choice, short answer and 

extended writing (35 marks

Non-exam assessment: Practical 
performance in physical activity and sport

What’s assessed:

Students assessed as a performer or coach in the 

full sided version of one activity.

Plus: Written/verbal analysis of performance.

How it’s assessed:

• Internal assessment, external moderation

• 90 marks - 30% of A level

Textile Design – Reformed 

Exam Board AQA (7204 C/X)

Qualifications Needed

GCSE Art C grade or above. 

Course Content

At Bethany, we offer a broad based two year A level 

Textile course. Pupils produce practical, critical and 

theoretical work using a wide variety of media and 

processes. This work is supported by substantial 

sketchbook material, recording first-hand 

experience, experimentation and research. 

Pupils are expected to explore Textiles in a variety 

of different areas to develop their skills. The 

following areas can be explored: Photoshop, 

photography, felting, stitching, printing, 2D 

design, 3D design, knitting, weaving, appliqué, 

fabric manipulation, embellishment, batik, silk 

painting, fashion sketches, interior textiles, gallery 

textiles, fashion design.
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An ability to work independently, be enthusiastic, 

accept criticism and be open to try new ways of 

working is an essential part of the course.

Year 12 – Pupils are introduced to a ‘Foundation’ 

style course where they are encouraged to try 

working in different methods based on a range of 

different themes. Short projects and workshops 

will be delivered demonstrating the different Textile 

techniques to further the knowledge of the pupil’s 

skill set. Pupils will start to identify their strengths 

in a particular area and will then focus on the area 

in which they want to specialise.

Year 13 – Pupils start to narrow down their ideas 

to produce a project which is designed and led by 

the pupil to match their strengths and skills within 

Textiles – discussion with teaching staff is key here 

so the pupil meets the four assessment objectives 

and works in a style that suits them. The pupils 

should be selective in the presentation of this 

project and only submit their very best work.

To enhance pupils’ artistic experience, regular 

trips are organised locally and abroad. In recent 

year, visits to Barcelona, Paris, New York, Madrid, 

Amsterdam and Berlin have taken place. Closer 

to home, visits are made to many of the London 

galleries and knitting and stitching shows.

Course Structure

Unit 1 (Personal Investigation) - This is a two 

year practical investigation supported by written 

materials. Pupils develop their own work based 

on an idea, issue, concept or theme leading a 

finished outcome or a series of related finished 

outcomes.

Practical elements should make connections with 

some aspect of contemporary or past practice of 

artists, designers, photographers or craftspeople 

and include written work of no less than 1000 

and no more than 3000 words, which support the 

practical work.

No Time Limit, 96 Marks, 60% of A level  

Unit 2 (Externally Set Assignment) - Pupils respond 

to a range of starting points provided by AQA. 

Pupils must produce work which displays their 

ability to work independently within specific time 

constraints and develop a personal and meaningful 

response which addresses all the assessment 

objectives and leads to a finished outcome or a 

series of related finished outcomes. 

Preparatory period plus 15 hours supervised time, 

96 marks, 40% of A level

The Next Step 

The most important reason for choosing this 

course is the enjoyment of the subject, independent 

learning and evaluation skills, problem solving 

techniques and an ability to try new methods and 

techniques. Recently, we have had pupils go onto 

Fine Art, Animation, Fashion Design, Interior 

Design,  Illustration, Games Design, Graphic 

Design, Creative Advertising and Automotive 

Design degree courses.

Extended Project 
Qualification

Exam Board AQA (7993)

Qualifications Needed

GCSE English Language grade C or above.

Course Content

Where A level courses necessarily face time 

constraints and the need to cover a set specification, 

the EPQ gives pupils the greatest possible control 
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over their area of investigation. This means that 

they choose their own content and focus. Bethany 

pupils are currently preparing EPQs on jazz 

music, the battle of the Thermopylae, alternative 

medicines and the role of non-violent protest in 

Indian nationalism.  

Course Structure

The EPQ has three parts to it. The first part 

is a record of procedure, a ‘log’ which charts 

the origins, progress and setbacks of a pupil’s 

investigation, and reflects, critically, upon what 

they have achieved over the course of completing 

the EPQ. Then there is the ‘product’ which 

usually takes the form of a 5,000 word essay, 

but it can also be an event which the pupil has 

managed, or an artefact they have created. Finally, 

and importantly, pupils are required to make a 

ten minute presentation on their work to a live 

audience and questions will be asked.

Sixth Formers begin work on their EPQs in June 

of Year 12 and aim to finish them by March of Year 

13. The EPQ is graded A* to E with the A* grade 

equating to 70 UCAS points.

The Next Step 

The EPQ pushes pupils to read, write and think 

independently. They have control over their 

own project and its direction, under the one 

to one guidance of a supervisor. It is excellent 

preparation for undergraduate study. UK 

universities have responded very positively to the 

EPQ.

http://www.aqa.org.uk/programmes/aqa-

baccalaureate/extended-project/the-aqa-epq

Dyslexia &   
Learning Support

Pupils who have received full-time support in the 

past will normally continue to do so during their 

A levels. This is carried out by our experienced 

Learning Support Assistants (LSA) through one to 

one tutoring. Once or twice a week the pupil and 

LSA will meet to work on anything the pupil needs 

support with. The type of work carried out in this 

time may include:

 ● Extracting information from different sources

 ● Proof reading, skimming and scanning

 ● Organisation of self and equipment

 ● Revision techniques - mind mapping, question 

analysis, note taking

 ● Comprehension

 ● Oral presentations

The precise mix of skills and strategies taught will 

be tailored to the needs of the individual.
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