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        This past year has been unique in so many 
respects, Bethany reopened after lockdown 
in September, having done substantial work 
during the summer months, in making the school 
campus as Covid unfriendly as possible.

Mr Francie Healy Headmaster

Headmaster’s
          Welcome

Headmaster’s Welcome Headmaster’s Welcome 

This included installing one-way systems and twenty-one 
hand washing facilities around the School site, mounting 
hand sanitising stations in every room, creating dedicated 
pathways for entries and exits from various classrooms as 
well as hiring additional toilet facilities. 

We changed our timetable structure for the year, in order to 
ensure that our pupils and staff were as safe as possible. Each 
year group formed its own bubble and were mainly taught in 
the same classrooms. The teachers then moved around from 
classroom to classroom. The normal activities that we had at 
the end of the day, were replaced with additional study lessons. 

The lesson length was reduced from fifty to forty minutes, 
all breaks were the same length and duration, forty minutes, 

which meant that we could have staggered breaks. This, 
in effect, meant that different year groups had breaks at 
different times. We also converted the Assembly Hall into 
a second dining room so that pupils could eat further apart 
from each other than normal. 

Staff and pupils were also temperature checked upon 
arrival and had to wear face coverings indoors. This later 
requirement was above and beyond national guidance, but 
I felt this was the best way to keep Bethany staff and pupils, 
safe, and as healthy as possible.

Staff and pupils were tested for Covid using lateral flow 
testing devices twice before the start of term, everyone tested 
was Covid free, which was a very positive start to the year.  

It quickly became apparent to me that the lack of testing 
facilities in September 2020 meant that the disruption 
caused by Covid was greater than actually having Covid. 
Bethany, at great expense, purchased a Covid-19 testing 
machine which was able to rapidly test symptomatic pupils 
and staff. This proved to be invaluable throughout the year 
as it minimised School absences of both pupils and staff.

I was very impressed indeed at just how quickly the staff 
and pupils adjusted to this, so called, new normal.
 
Open Mornings, instead of physical affairs, became virtual 
events and they were excellently received by the large 
numbers of prospective parents and pupils who registered 
to attend. We held several of them throughout the year. 
The annual GCSE Computer Science day for teachers that 
Bethany has been hosting in recent years was also virtual 
and we were delighted with the number of teachers from 
all over the country who participated. 

Due to the Covid situation, we reduced our planned two 
week half term break to a one-week interval and allowed 
our overseas boarders to remain on campus during this 
time. I am very grateful to the staff who volunteered their 
services to help keep our overseas boarders safe and 
secure. It was also of enormous relief to their parents. 

This year was a year of firsts, in many respects, and the 
virtual parent meetings started in the summer term 2020, 
continued at pace in the Autumn term and were very well 
attended. In addition, we had a virtual event for parents 
on children’s mental health which, of course, became an 
increasing concern during both School lockdowns. 

Bethany ended the Autumn term on a high as it had 
Christmas lunch on the last day and everybody wore 
Christmas jumpers, with the proceeds going to very worthy 
charitable causes. The first ever virtual Carol Service took 
place, it was shown just before the end of term, and it was 
also made available to parents on Christmas morning. It 
was professionally filmed and all the participants (singers, 
musicians, readers) were superb in it. 

My weekly Wednesday’s assemblies became virtual affairs 
and the normal routine, was that I would record myself 
using my iPhone and then edit the subsequent video using 
iMovie. I relied on my daughter Lydia, who spent last year 
working from home to do the necessary editing as her 
iMovie skills are far superior to mine. 

In January, we were surprised to learn that just before we 
were due to return to School that there would be another 
nationwide lockdown. I was delighted that we were able 
to allow our pupils to sit examinations in Mathematics 
and I.T. given that they revised so hard for them over 
Christmas. Our enhanced safety measures meant that 
our pupils could sit the examinations safely and all those 
who sat them obtained excellent results. Our outstanding 

remote education provision continued during the second 
lockdown, and we were all delighted as well as relieved 
when Schools were allowed to reopen in March 2021. 

Once again, we ensured that the pupils were Covid tested 
prior to their return to Bethany, which allowed us to 
resume normal School operations without incident. Those 
pupils who were unable to return to School because they 
were living overseas, were able to access lessons remotely. 

GCSE and A Level pupils, and their teachers worked 
incredibly hard during the Summer term to ensure that 
the pupils obtained the results they deserved. The teacher 
assessed grades system resulted in a huge amount of 
extra work for both teachers and pupils, but they worked 
together magnificently well, with a shared unity of purpose. 

I was delighted that our sport fixtures began to resume 
and apart from the shorter lesson lengths and the changed 
curriculum model, as well as the year group bubbles, life 
at Bethany returned to as normal a state as was possible. 
Towards the end of term, a few pupils contracted Covid 
and up to 50 others had to self-isolate, but Bethany coped 
with this, with its usual minimum of fuss approach. 

In another first for Bethany, we had a remote Leavers 
service which was hugely appreciated by the relevant 
pupils and parents.  For the second year running, we had 
a virtual Prize Giving event and our guest speaker was 
the sky news reader, Gillian Joseph, who was excellent. 
Most importantly of all, of course, was that the prize-
winning pupils themselves got the recognition that their 
outstanding efforts throughout the year, merited. 

The GCSE and A Level results were excellent. Our hard-
working pupils, supported by the dedicated staff obtained 
outstanding results, which was no more than they 
deserved. 

As is the Bethany way, everybody just rolled up their sleeves 
and got on with this most unusual of years.

As usual, the Board of Governors continued to give me 
great counsel. The Chair of Governors, Roger Stubbs, 
stepped down after six outstanding years as chair, and I 
am very grateful to him for the advice and guidance he 
gave me, down through the years. He has been replaced 
by Jonathan Fenn, who has an outstanding analytical 
mind and I look forward to working with him in the years 
to come. As usual, the Board of Governors are my critical 
friends.  As volunteers, and trustees of the Bethany Charity, 
they take their roles very seriously indeed, which is how it 
should be. 

Co-ordinating this magazine is a time consuming and 
thankless task, and I am very grateful to our Marketing 
Manager, Caroline Webb, for doing this in a calm and 
authoritative way.   Nearby Goudhurst Pond
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Kendon
 Always Kendon. 

Head of House
Will Howell 

Monitors
Alexis Casdagli
Harry Chambers
Ollie Hales 
Theo Von Halasz 

Number of pupils

33

I am very proud to have been the first 

person to be Head of House for two 

years in a row and would like to think 

I have lifted some of the weight from 

Mr Vickerman’s shoulders. I have 

been in Kendon for six amazing years 

and am very proud to have grown, 

both literally and figuratively, from a 

small Year 7 to a responsible Year 12. 

I’m now looking towards what I’ll be 

doing when I leave Bethany but I can 

honestly say that I wouldn’t have made 

it this far if it hadn’t have been for 

Mr Vickerman who has always been 

there to help me with any troubles 

that came my way and helped me 

to pursue anything, big or small. So 

thank you Mr Vickerman, Mr Axon, Mr 

Henson (and all the other Assistant 

Housemasters I’ve been fortunate to 

know) and Karen for everything you 

have done for me, you’re the ones that 

make Kendon such a fantastic House.  

#AlwaysKendon     

Will Howell, 
Head of House

Our Houses Our Houses

After five very happy years in Kendon I thought last year would be my last, as I 

was due to be moving to The Orchard but, when Covid-19 hit, the School had 

to change the organisation of the boarding houses and I felt very lucky to be 

able to have another year in Kendon. Every cloud has a silver lining they say! 

As Head of House once again this year, I was delighted to be joined by some 

of the best House Monitors: Harry, Theo, Ollie & Alexis. We had boarders 

come in from The Mount and Pengelly this year and it’s wonderful to see that 

every single person in Kendon House got on so well with each other. 

Due to Covid affecting everything throughout the year, our trips out as a 

House have had to be less frequent but Mr and Dr Vickerman haven’t let that 

get in the way, and have still arranged lots of fun activities like the annual 

Kendon Easter egg hunt and the Summer BBQ (when they’d even arranged 

for an ice cream van to come!), and even just playing football or softball as 

a House was really nice as it got everyone involved and helped them forget 

about all the restrictions.

Even though we didn’t have meals out 

as we usually would have, each year 

group regularly took turns each to 

decide which takeout we would get; the 

most popular ones were curry, Chinese 

and pizza! This was another aspect 

that kept the House close together and 

having loads more fun than we would if 

we were isolating at home.  

I was also very pleased to be able to 

organise a pool tournament for the 

House that got every single person 

involved and also gave the younger 

boarders the chance to shine.  

Sadly, though, I didn’t win, but I did 

come third!

Another event to get the whole House 

excited was Euro 2020. The common 

room was filled in the evenings to 

spectate the football, with loads of 

people providing snacks (and even 

letting other people have some!), 

and the atmosphere was even better 

thanks to England’s successful run!
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The Mount
 All the adversity I’ve had in my life, all my 

troubles and obstacles, have strengthened me. 
You may not realize it when it happens, but a 
kick in the teeth may be the best thing in the 
world for you. 

Number of pupils

12–15

There is nothing like food to create 

friendship for life, and so taking 

advantage of more relaxed Covid 

rules, the house enjoyed a trip to 

Dominos in Maidstone early on. 

Other trips would follow, including a 

very rainy afternoon at Ashford Outlet 

Centre, but we were unable to venture 

out as often as we would have liked.

Christmas was a time to celebrate, 

and the Mount enjoyed a wonderful 

meal laid on by the catering staff, in a 

festive atmosphere, singing along to 

the Christmas tunes of Mariah Carey, 

Bing Crosby and WHAM. Challenged 

to come up with their own menu, 

the boarders decided on Sushi for 

starters, Build a Burger for mains, and 

Churros with Cookie Dough Ice Cream 

for dessert. The Bethany catering 

staff served up an absolute feast 

and can’t be praised highly enough. 

And of course, a Christmas meal 

wouldn’t be complete without a quiz; 

congratulations to Gabriel and Tony.

And then another lockdown. 

Furlough. Hands Face Space. Stay at 

home. Remote learning, no boarding, 

the Mount closed for the entire 

spring term, with only a few boarders 

returning for the remnants of term, as 

guests of the Orchard.

As cases decreased and the vaccination 

programme ploughed ahead, the 

Mount boarders returned for the 

summer term in tremendous spirits. 

New faces appeared; Alex, Gabi, 

Tancrede and Louis arrived, bringing 

three more nationalities (I’m not sure I 

ever had such a cosmopolitan house!) 

and a real sense of fun. Reflecting 

the many characters in the house, 

we ordered personalised Mr Man 

and Little Miss mugs, with Andrew’s 

especially bringing a smile to all. 

Cricket on the Mount green became the 

craze, with Tancrede showing Elias how 

to bat straight with gallic flair.

Our Houses Our Houses 

My very first day as a Housemaster was September the 11th, 2001. An eventful 

day for all the wrong reasons. Indeed, I thought at the time that such days would 

not come often. Yet this has been a year like no other, not least of all for the 

Mount, who ended the year in splendid isolation; more of that later.

Due to the pandemic and the need to create separate boarding bubbles, the 

population of the Mount changed entirely from the previous summer, and thus 

it was 13 full boarders, all new to the Mount, who turned up at various points 

as they exited quarantine through the first half of September. Arthur, Elias, 

Andrew, Gabriel, Will, Jasper, Walter, Femi, Theo, Tony, Pablo, Leon and Dio 

came together from no fewer than seven different nationalities to form a new 

Mount community. Plus of course Mr Thomas!

And then it happened. Positive case. 

Relocation. Boarding bubble isolated. 

Another case. A staff member. 

Isolation. Testing.

No one involved would ever wish to 

finish a year like that, but full credit to 

the boarders involved, who accepted 

their fate with stoicism and humour. 

Sometimes the most important facets 

in life are borne out of adversity; 

resilience, patience, humour, and 

this was certainly the case.

Finally, the staff, who came from 

far and wide to help the Mount and 

its boarders in their time of need. 

“Thank you” doesn’t begin to  

express appreciation for your 

forbearance and generosity, both of 

time and spirit.  

Anthony Khan 
Housemaster

Walt Disney
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The Orchard

Our Houses 

 For myself I am an optimist - it does not seem 
to be much use being anything else. 

Number of pupils

46
This last year in The Orchard has brought many changes. The Orchard has 

become exclusively a full boarding house, and we have changed from a Sixth 

Form house to a mixed house, temporarily welcoming the Year 11 boys and the 

junior girls, as well as many new members of staff. The pandemic has affected 

our way of life in The Orchard considerably, with restrictions on numbers in 

rooms, a ban on mixing with the other boarding houses in the evenings, and 

mandatory supervision in the kitchen. Unfortunately, the kitchen supervision 

has not reduced the number of times the fire alarm went off this year (at least 

six, and for some reason always on Mr Hughes’ duty night!).

We had a staggered start to the year, with the Sixth Formers arriving first, 

followed by the Year 11s and then the younger year groups. Fergus and I were 

appointed as Heads of House, and we decided to spend our budget on a coffee 

machine, board games and jigsaw puzzles, which proved to be an excellent 

choice as the second lockdown commenced and we were confined to the 

boarding house at the weekends. One space-themed puzzle took us many weeks 

and was nearly destroyed multiple times, but we persevered and eventually 

Heads of House
Katy Bradley and 
Fergus Dwyer

House Committee
Isabella Carlini 
Will Hinde  
Edith Lowe  
Molly Elton  
Will Brown  
Tom Jenkins 

Churchill

completed it. Mr Davies even bought 

us an Elvis puzzle, and is utterly 

devastated that we never got round to 

even opening the box! 

We decided to decorate the house for 

Christmas in the middle of November, 

transforming the common room 

into a Santa’s grotto complete with 

a giant inflatable snowman, six 

Christmas trees and an abundance of 

gaudy lights. This did lift our spirits, 

although the lights turned out to be 

rather headache-inducing after a 

few weeks! Our Christmas party took 

place in the common room, with a 

Domino’s takeaway and Secret Santa. 

Copious amounts of pizza and chicken 

wings were consumed, and notable 

gifts exchanged including a life-size 

blow-up doll and noodle spice packets 

(it’s best not to ask). One weekend, 

Mrs Smart and Mr Duff organised a 

pub quiz with pizzas and sweets. This 

was a huge success, although I am 

embarrassed to say that the Sixth Form 

teams were beaten by the younger 

pupils quite easily!

In December we said our goodbyes 

and headed home for Christmas, 

unaware that we would not return 

to The Orchard for another three 

months. Lockdown number three 

proved especially challenging with 

the cold, rainy weather, and it was a 

relief to be welcomed back to School 

in March and to return to moderate 

normality.

 

A highlight of the spring term was the 

game of Manhunt/Capture the Flag 

organised by Fergus and Will S one 

grey Sunday, which was an excellent 

way to blow off some steam and enjoy 

spending time together as a House.

 

Many evenings in the Orchard have 

been spent in the TV room watching 

movies (though of course keeping to 

the restrictions on room occupation).  

I introduced my personal favourite 

film, the DreamWorks masterpiece 

Trolls, to the House, and I am proud to 

say that it has become a firm favourite, 

with many members of the house 

singing along, impressively out-of-tune. 

On multitudinous occasions, we’ve 

taken over the duty office and evidently 

bugged the duty staff so much that 

they often went elsewhere to find some 

peace and quiet!

In June, Mr and Mrs Healy invited 

us up to their garden for a barbecue, 

and we all enjoyed burgers, ribs and 

chicken followed by ice-creams in the 

sunshine. It was lovely to spend time 

together as a House and with other 

boarders, especially as we missed out 

on this opportunity last year due to 

the lockdown.

 The last academic year has been a 

great challenge for all of us at School. 

However, I believe that as a House we 

have coped well with the challenges 

presented to us and managed to 

make the most of being together. We 

have also had to rely on the boarding 

staff more than ever, and I would like 

to say a huge thank you to all the staff 

in the Orchard: Mr Davies, Mrs Smart, 

Mr Duff, Mrs Wareham, Miss Zhao, 

Mr Hughes, Karina, and the cleaning 

team. A huge thank you also goes to 

Maxine, who retired in May after five 

years looking after us in The Orchard, 

and Miss MacRae, Miss Bridge and 

Mr Leng, who have also left Bethany 

this year.

The Orchard is a crazy, dysfunctional 

family, and I am sad to say goodbye, but 

am leaving with many happy memories 

that I will always treasure.    

Katy Bradley, 
Head of House

Our Houses



12 The Bethanian 2020-2021 13The Bethanian 2020-2021

Year 9 can be a step 
into the unknown for 
many pupils. 

They are in their last year as “Juniors”, 

they are starting to gear up towards 

the start of their GCSE studies (and 

have already started in some subjects) 

so the level of challenge increases, 

they are carefully considering which 

option subjects to select, and, of 

course, hormones are having a 

massive effect on their daily lives on 

top of everything else!

Last year was a step into the unknown 

for me too as my role transitioned 

from that of Housemaster, looking 

after the academic and pastoral 

welfare of 70 boys across all the year 

groups, to Head of Year, fulfilling a 

similar role, for a similar number of 

pupils, but all of the same age and, of 

course, of mixed gender.

So, where am I going with this?

I want to highlight the fact that, with 

every step into the unknown, there 

is an opportunity. An opportunity to 

leave comfort zones, an opportunity 

September 2020 
was, for over 40 
Year 7 pupils, an 
exciting time. 

They were moving from their primary 

schools to Bethany and this  

promised to be a positive experience. 

It was unfortunate that Covid-19 put 

paid to the trips and parties at the end 

of Year 6 and then caused their  

arrival at senior school to be a very 

different situation to normal.  

Bubbles meant that pupils did 

not mix with the older pupils and 

the change in circumstances also 

meant they were static for most 

lessons, rather than moving around 

site. Lunch was a formal affair with 

separate eating places and none of 

the usual social times. 

That said, I was so impressed with 

the manner in which they took this 

in their stride. As Head of Year, the 

changes were also there for me; 

having run the girls’ Old Poplars 

boarding house for ten years, I found 

myself leading a group of boys and 

girls in Years 7&8. What could have 

been a challenging situation for all 

to learn new things (not least, about 

yourself), and an opportunity to start 

anew. More importantly, though, 

I want to highlight the manner in 

which the Year 9 pupils grabbed this 

opportunity with both hands.

There were many notable academic 

achievements last year, with so many 

of the Year 9 pupils recognised for 

their hard work and enthusiasm 

in the classroom. In doing so, they 

ensured that they were in the best 

possible position to make informed 

decisions about their option subjects 

at GCSE, and to approach these with 

solid foundations.

There were also numerous examples 

of thoughtfulness and kindness, 

of empathy, of supporting and 

helping one another out, and of 

encouragement for each other.

There were pupils who decided 

to start learning new musical 

instruments, there were pupils who 

volunteered to take on various roles 

to support their peers and the School 

as a whole, and I was also very aware 

of several pupils who selflessly helped 

friends and family outside School in 

various ways.

was turned into a ‘workable’ solution. 

For me, I have come to expect this 

from the Bethany community, but I 

was encouraged by our new pupils 

and parents also fitting into the  

more regimented approach with care 

and positivity.

Year 8 pupils (who had also had their 

Year 7 summer term disrupted) also 

came back to bubbles and specific 

areas to spend break and lunchtimes. 

Their timetables had changed 

significantly and they lost the ability 

to roam the school site. Whilst there 

were some challenging times, it was 

acknowledged that these pupils 

also made the best of their Year 8 

experiences. Encouraged to reflect and 

think of how to cope with the strange 

world we had been placed in resulted 

in the ability to communicate better 

and the chance to think of others.

Despite these challenges, (or maybe 

because of?) there were some 

excellent examples of teamwork. 

Some pupils accepted positions 

of leadership, others took up new 

activities. Many helped out in their 

own communities and with their 

families. Time was given to reflecting 

and thinking of how to make the 

Year 9 bubble  
A Step Into the Unknown

Years 7 & 8 bubble 
Bubbles, Masks and Lockdowns!

They developed self-awareness and 

a sense of who they are and what 

sort of people they’ll become. They 

became decision-makers, realising 

that the decisions they make have 

consequences and affect, not just 

them, but those around them. They 

understood that the effort they put 

into their academic and social lives 

over the next few years will shape 

their futures. Quite simply, they 

matured.

They were a magnificent year group 

and I am very proud to have worked 

alongside them. They proved beyond 

a shadow of a doubt that they did 

not, in fact, see any of this as taking 

a step into the unknown; they were 

simply taking the next step in their 

lives, they faced every challenge head-

on, and they made the most of the 

opportunities that were presented to 

them. I’ve no doubt that they’ll make 

mistakes along their future paths, but 

a mistake is no more than another 

opportunity to learn from, and last 

year’s Year 9s proved themselves to be 

excellent learners. 

James Vickerman
Head of Year 9

situation work for everyone. There 

were successes in many areas; 

academic, musical, dramatic, artistic 

and sport. I could not be more proud 

of their achievements and how they 

grew as young people. 

Both year groups took a challenging 

situation and ran with it; determined to 

emerge with resilience and strategies 

to cope with the everchanging world 

in which we live. I thoroughly enjoyed 

witnessing their empathy and 

kindness towards others and seeing 

their relationships evolve. Mistakes 

were made and learned from and I 

am delighted to be continuing with 

last year’s Year 8s, as they make their 

journey into Year 9. Next year will not 

be without its own challenges, but I am 

confident they have the personalities 

and strength of character to cope. I am 

sure the Year 7s will thrive in Year 8 and 

look forward to meeting them again 

later in their school lives.

I believe both year groups did far 

more last year than just survive and I 

was delighted to be a part of that time 

in their school lives. 

Jules Wareham
Head of Years 7 & 8

Newly Created Year Bubbles Newly Created Year Bubbles
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The school was organised into year 

group bubbles which meant that Year 

12 and 13 were each given a different 

base: Year 12 the Function Suite and 

Year 13 the Sixth Form Centre. These 

areas became both their study spaces 

and their recreational spaces for the 

time they were in school. 

Logistically, we had to think quite 

differently. A large part of this was 

looking to find online resources 

to engage and educate as we were 

unable to mix pupils together in 

one space. Therefore sixth form 

assemblies were largely recorded 

and shared with tutors via Teams, 

and included topics such as ‘the 

importance of sleep’, ‘stress and 

anxiety’ and ‘happiness’ which were 

perhaps more important than ever to 

On Friday 28th June Year 11 pupils were able to engage in a “leavers 
afternoon” celebrating the successes of a year group that has 
witnessed an unprecedented change in their examination procedures.

reflect on during such a challenging 

period of time. 

As well as this, all pupils in the sixth 

form were given the opportunity 

to complete a virtual ‘Young Driver 

Awareness’ course run by the 

Kent Road Safety Team. This was 

an invaluable course, despite the 

delayed start to their driving careers 

that many of our sixth formers have 

experienced. 

We began the year with every 

expectation that as the year unfolded, 

life would return to an increasing 

picture of normality. We therefore 

planned for trial examinations, the 

Leavers Ball, and other summer events 

in the way that we usually would. 

Unfortunately, this was just not to be. 

Following a further lockdown, the 

sixth form leavers ball was cancelled, 

and neither the scheduled trial 

examinations nor the final A Level 

examinations took place. Year 13 

pupils worked hard alongside their 

teachers to prepare for the internal 

assessments which would allow staff 

to award Teacher Assessed Grades. 

Despite this, Year 13 managed to 

complete the year with some markers 

of their time at Bethany. The prefect 

team ably organised leaver’s hoodies 

and a year book for everyone – and 

they managed to have a little high 

jinks at the end which saw a rather 

large number of small plastic ducks 

hidden around the campus…

Emily Hill
Head of Years 12 & 13

Year 11 bubble Life in Key Stage 4

Year 10 bubble 
Resilience and seizing opportunities

Years 12 & 13 bubble 
A very different Sixth Form experience

Pupils took part in a leavers tea, assault 

course challenge and other activities to 

ensure they felt valued and rewarded.

The Pupil Panel had three meetings 

in the first half term with a focus on 

providing time for pupils to plan for a 

Christmas event on 14th December. 

Pupils enjoyed a special dinner in the 

dining hall, watched a movie in the 

function room on the 4K screen and 

there were sweet treats provided. KS4 

reported missing being able to socialise 

due to lock down restrictions earlier in 

the year. Five members of KS4 also sit on 

school council and represent the  

year group.

Year 11 took advantage of the expert 

teaching available in their tutor groups in 

preparation for their mock examinations. 

For three weeks each member of Year 11 

took part in focused revision during 

tutor time for English, Mathematics 

and Science with Miss Woolf, Mr 

Philbin and Mrs Shapland leading the 

sessions. They were fully prepared for 

their teacher assessed grades. I was 

overjoyed in August when the Year 11 

pupils got excellent GCSE grades. It was 

no more than deserved for their efforts.

Alex Bolton Head of Year 11

Year 12 and 13 pupils returned to Bethany in 
September of the academic year 2020-21 to a very 
different sixth form experience.

Newly Created Year Bubbles Newly Created Year Bubbles

In view of the experiences of the cohort 

two years above them, they knew that 

their GCSEs may be impacted but were 

hopeful that within two years they would 

be sitting exams.  For this year group 

their GCSE years were going to be about 

resilience and ceasing opportunities.

Mr Khan ran the year group and the 

Mount boarding house from September 

until late November when demands on 

his time meant he wanted to focus solely 

on the boarders given the complexity 

of travel and testing arrangements.  I 

took on the Year 10 from this point until 

the end of the year, and I am so pleased 

I had this opportunity to be part of 

this talented and diverse year group 

and work with such a dedicated and 

positive tutor team.

Throughout the year individuals, groups 

and the whole year repeatedly adapted to 

Year 10 made up the largest single year group bubble shared out into 
seven tutor groups when they came to school in September to start 
out on their GCSE courses.  

an ever-changing landscape of working 

practice and family life, managing 

through the January lockdown and 

school closures.  Through this time the 

academic performance of the year group 

remained high with over half the year 

group attaining effort scores required 

for commendations.  Their resilience 

and ability to adapt was impressive and 

was only matched by their tutors who 

ensured they all remained engaged 

with school even if they spent the whole 

year remote learning in their home 

country.  Equally important though was 

the sense of fun that was maintained in 

the year group even when there seemed 

little to be joyful about.  An example 

of this was seen in one tutor group 

during the January school closure who 

on a Friday morning took it in turns to 

lead a session for the others to follow 

in making their breakfast or baking.  

Nigella Lawson had better watch out!

At the same time, it was also a pleasure 

to see so many of the year group create 

opportunities out of the changes.  

For me, one of the highlights of the 

year was the last day of term before 

Christmas, when a few of the boys 

volunteered to live stream a mini 

concert at the end of the day to the rest 

of the year (I would like to thank Miss 

Bullock for her support in making this 

possible).  This was just one example 

of so many in which the Year 10 

pupils seized opportunities.

I wish all of the pupils the best as they 

step into their final year of GCSE, 

knowing that along with the challenges 

Covid brought to their lives, they will be 

more prepared to meet challenges in the 

future as and when they arise.

 
Alan Sturrock
Head of Year 10
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Upper Sixth Leavers 

Andrew Attiogbe
A levels: Tech Level 3 in IT, 
Chemistry,Physics 
Next: University of Manchester, 
Computer Science

Katherine Bradley
A levels: Biology, Chemistry 
Further Mathematics, 
Mathematics
Awards: The Chemistry Prize for 
A level 
Next: University of Cambridge, 
Psychological and Behavioural 
Sciences

Joseph Bateman
A levels: Level 3 Applied 
General Business, Design & 
Technology, Politics 
Next: University of Exeter, 
Business 

Isabella Carlini
A levels: Level 3 Applied 
General Business, History, 
Politics 
Next: Culinary Arts Academy in 
Geneva, Switzerland

Edward Aylmer
A levels: Photography, 
Biology, Business Studies 
Awards: The Michael Williams 
Photography Cup and Prize
Next: University of Reading, 
Real Estate

Imogen Denby-Jones
A levels: Music BTEC Level 3
Next: BIMM, Songwriting

Izzi Hanson-Abbott
A levels: Biology, Chemistry, 
History
Awards: The Royal Society of St 
George Senior History Prize.
The Biology Prize for A level
Next: University of Sheffield, 
History

Bethany D’Rosario
A levels: Level 3 Applied 
General Business, Biology, 
Extended Project Learning, 
Level 3 Diploma in Finance 
Capability, Media Studies
Awards: The Hooper’s Applied 
Business Studies and Finance 
Prize 
Next: LIBF, Banking and Finance

Alexander Hill
A levels: Art, Craft & Design, 
Business Studies, Design & 
Technology, English Literature 
Awards: The Douglas Prize 
for Senior Art. The Sixth Form  
Samuel Kendon Prize for Craft 
and Design
Next: University of Sheffield, 
Architecture

Fergus Dwyer
A levels: Level 3 Applied 
General Business, Level 3 
Diploma in Finance Capability, 
Politics  
Awards: The Stamper Prize 
(social skills helpful)
Next: Oxford Brookes, Business 
and Finance

Pak Lun Kong 
(Benjamin)
A levels: Further Maths, 
Maths, Physics 
Next: University of 
Southampton, Civil Engineering

Molly Elton
A levels: Photography, 
English Literature, Media Studies 
Next: Canterbury Christ 
Church University, Creative and 
Professional Writing

Thomas Good
A levels: Level 3 Applied General 
Business, Design & Technology, 
Extended Project Learning, 
Level 3 Diploma in Finance 
Capability
Next: apprenticeship for 
accountancy in Tunbrige Wells

William Brown
A levels: Art, Craft & Design, 
Design & Technology, 
Music BTEC Level 3
Next: ACM, Music Performance- 
Drums

Edward Barnes 
Yallowley (Eddie)
A levels: Economics, 
Maths, Physics 
Next: University of Nottingham, 
Physics

Jiyan Cai (Alessia)
A levels: Art, Craft & Design, 
Photography, Chinese 
Next: Pursuing fashion 
Communication and Marketing 
back home overseas

Upper Sixth Leavers

Upper Sixth Leavers
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Upper Sixth Leavers 

Will Sabri
A levels: History, Music BTEC 
Level 3, Politics 
Next: University of York, Politics 
with International Relations

Aaron Monk
A levels: Design & Technology, 
Economics, Extended Project 
Learning, History 
Awards: The Stobart Prize 
for Business Studies and 
Economics. 
The Breach Prize for Innovation
Next: University of Exeter, 
Business and Management

Carson Lujan
A levels: Level 3 Applied 
General Business, Biology, 
Level 3 Diploma in Finance 
Capability 
Next: University of Surrey, 
Business Management

William Newstead
A levels: Business Studies, 
History, Politics 
Awards: The Alex Ward 
Memorial Prize for Politics
Next: University of Reading, 
History

Yihan Ma (Ashley)
A levels: Chinese, Further Maths, 
Maths, Physics 
Awards: The Lord Stamp 
Memorial Prize for A level 
Mathematics. The Physics Prize 
for A level
Next: UCL, Physics

James Parker
A levels: Level 3 Diploma in 
Finance Capability, History, 
Drama & Theatre BTEC 
Next: University of Reading, 
Philosophy

Morgan Mitchell
A levels: Art, Craft & Design, 
Design & Technology, 
Level 3 Diploma in Finance 
Capability 
Next: Arts University 
Bournemouth, Interior 
Architecture and Design

Ellie Russell
A levels: Photography, 
Music BTEC Level 3,  
Drama & Theatre BTEC 
Awards: The Anthony Clarke 
Memorial Trophy(for courage)
Next: BIMM, Popular Music 
performance and songwriting

Kiu Fung Tang 
(Conrad)
A levels: Art, Craft & Design, Art 
Graphics, Photography 
Next: University of Westminster, 
Fine Art Mixed Media

Benjamin Scott (Ben)
A levels: Level 3 Applied 
General Business, Chemistry, 
Design & Technology
Next: City of Oxford College, 
Furtniture: Design and Make 

Manuel Ten Gutierrez
A levels: Business Studies, 
Politics, Spanish(2020) 
Next: University of Madrid, 
Spain

Joseph Sherlock
A levels: Art, Craft & Design, 
Media Studies, Music BTEC Level 3 
Awards: The Senior Media Prize
Next: Bangor University, Music 
and Film Studies

Luke Urquhart
A levels: Tech Level 3 in IT, 
Chemistry, Further Mathematics, 
Mathematics
Next: Falmouth University, 
Game Development: 
Programming

Oluwaseyi Solola 
(Seyi)
A levels: Level 3 Applied 
General Business, Level 3 
Diploma in Finance Capability 
Next: Buckinghamshire New 
University, Business and Human 
resource management

Yufan Yang (Victoria)
A levels: Art, Craft & Design, 
Photography, Chinese 
Next: University of the Arts 
London, Fine Art: Photography

Yan Shun Tai (John)
A levels: Art, Craft & Design, 
Chinese, Media Studies 
Music BTEC Level 3 
Awards: The EAL Prize. 
The James-Morrissey-Crouch 
Music Award
Next: Edinburgh Napier 
University, Music

Upper Sixth Leavers

Upper Sixth Leavers

Rory Lello
A levels: Level 3 Diploma in 
Finance Capability, History, 
Media Studies  
Next: University of Exeter, 
Business

Ciara Lacey
A levels: Biology, Business 
Studies 
Next: University of Brighton, 
Psychology and Criminology
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English & Media Studies English & Media Studies

English &
Media
Studies

English and Media Studies at Bethany School continue to go from 
strength to strength. In addition to another year of outstanding 
examination results, the creativity and engagement of the pupils 
in all years has continued to impress us regularly. With new staff in 
the department, the subjects of English and Media Studies have 
begun to work far more in tandem, including the integration of some 
aspects of Media Studies in the Key Stage 3 curriculum.

Whilst all pupils deserve high praise for their efforts the 
highest accolades should go to Alexander Hill (Year 13 
English Literature) who achieved an A*; Rory Lello and 
Joseph Sherlock (Year 13 Media Studies) who both achieved 
an A grade; Jos Beauchamp, Joshua Bissett, Sean Cameron, 
Charlotte Ensor, Ethan Hill, Sophie Lumsden, Gabriella 
Morrison (Year 11 English Language) who achieved Grade 
9; Joshua Bissett, Sean Cameron, James Caney, Ethan Hill, 
Sophie Lumsden, Gabriella Morrison (Year 11 English 
Literature) who achieved Grade 9; Alexander Clarke (Year 11 
Media Studies) wo both achieved Grade 9. Special Mention 
should also go to Max Rogers (Year 11 Media Studies) for his 
outstanding, and very sophisticated coursework.

During the year, partly in a response to the increase in online 
learning, we redeveloped our Key Stage Three curriculum. We 
are now including more opportunities for pupils to engage 
with Media Studies as part of their English Lessons, along 
side the more traditional staples of Dickens and Shakespeare. 
Our Reading Challenge continued to promote reading 
for pleasure amongst our Key Stage 3 pupils and James 
Duncombe (Year 9) produced a spectacular reading journal 
across the duration of the challenge – one that we have stored 
to hold up as a shining example in years to come.

Covid restrictions prevented us getting our library fully 
operational this academic year. We did enjoy ‘Library on 
the Lawn’ in the good weather of the summer term, with 
several of our year 7 and 8 pupils enjoying a wide selection 
of books and discussion with Mrs Rendell, our librarian. 
Mrs Rendell also used Teams and our Online Library to run 
Page Turners, a book club for school’s in the South East 
and supported Mr Beckham with project based learning.

As we look to the future and continuing to build on the 
success of the last year, we particularly look forward to the 
return of theatre trips, lecture visits for our Sixth Formers, the 
in person use of the Library, author visits and cinema trips. 
Whilst the department has had another successful year, we 
are very much looking forward to being back in Hayward and 
being together as a team, with the buzz and energy of the 
pupils in our classrooms and down the corridor. 

Carly Shapland Head of English and Media Studies

GCSE English Language 

100% 9-5

58% 9-7

GCSE English Literature 

100% 9-5

80% 9-7

GCSE Media Studies 

100% 9-4

30% 9-7

A-Level English Literature 

100% A*-C

50% A*-A

A- Level Media Studies 

100% A*-B

40% A*-A

We are proudly trumpeting our 
examination results yet again, 
having obtained the following 
across GCSE and A-Level:
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A meal around a dinner table 
with a full belly and a dozen light-
hearted jokes. A day that will only be 
remembered for the good food and 
the loving family. These beautiful 
moments dancing through our minds, 
lighting our souls on fire. A fusion of 
colours with the ability to transport 
us anywhere we choose. These are the 
memories of the Found, the beings 
who walk this world with love and 
happiness, with family and friends, 
with music and laughter. Its everyone’s 
wish to be Found, to be loved, to be 
whole. They are Home. When they 
close their eyes at night, their lips 

spread into a soft smile. They think 
of their family, their childhood, their 
friends. Their memories flit through 
their brains with such beauty and 
grace, it hurts to watch. 

It will always hurt to watch. 

It hurts to watch them through the 
eyes of the Lost.

In the same world, in the same 
country, in the same town, in the 
same houses live the Lost. Whether 
they quietly suffer while society averts 
its gaze or their suffering seeps out 

of them like the venom of a snake, 
poisoning everything in its path. Lost 
and Found under one house, one 
roof, together. Both have the same 
experiences, the same events but the 
memories are different. They’ll always 
be different. The lost are not whole, 
they are broken. The lost have no 
home, they are strays. Slaves to their 
dreams and their thoughts. They don’t 
remember the food and the family; all 
they saw that day at the dinner table 
were the arguments and the sadness. 

Some say the pain of your past and 
your memories, the way you see the 

Hunter Essay Prize Winner

Literary Review           Literary Review

world, makes you stronger. Remember 
your pain; embrace it they say. But 
they don’t talk about when the pain 
is you. When the biggest problem 
you can see, is yourself. The pain 
burns your thoughts with a wildfire 
so strong there’s no escape. It’s hot 
sword slashes at your soul and steals 
the oxygen from your shattered lungs. 
It leaves you hopeless and defeated. 
Empty. The Lost look in the mirror and 
see shallow eyes and broken spirits. 
They sleep each night hoping for 
eternal rest and when they wake each 
morning, their souls break again. 

It’s interesting to learn how others 
perceive this world. How our 
perceptions and our memories play 
such a huge part in the way we feel 
and the way we live our everyday life. 
Do we struggle or thrive? Do we live 
each day in the hopes of it ending 
or do we live to live and love?  Are 
we Lost or are we Found? Do we 

stare into the mirror with hatred or 
acceptance? We may not know it 
but each of us felt lost at one point 
or another. Each of us felt that the 
pain would overwhelm us or that no 
one would ever understand. Some 
of us may still feel Lost at this very 
moment, as if we will never escape 
the dark prison that is our mind. 
But the very name Found speaks 
the truth. All those that have been 
Found, were Lost.  There are always 
moments. Each of us have had 
moments where we are Home. We are 
neither Lost nor Found, we are both. 
Every dark thought that flits through 
our heads and every time we look 
in the mirror and see a problem, we 
walk closer to the Lost. We resolve to 
stop trying. We venture further from 
home, family, happiness, safety and 
love. But we must remember there is 
only one life, there is only one try to 
live and sing and dance in the rain 
and eat an entire birthday cake and 

joke and smile with the friends  
you’ve made for life and walk and run 
and LIVE. 

Don’t let the bad times define you. 
Forget them. Forget the bad times 
and the sad times and the cold times 
and the alone times and the broken 
times. Forget them all. Embrace love 
and happiness and friendship. 

When the bad things happen, you have 
three choices. You can either let them 
define you, let them destroy you, or you 
can let them strengthen you.

Forget the past. Embrace the future. 
This is your message to run free and 
live. 

Live for me.

Live. 

By Ruqaiyah Jarviton 

Memory…
What is it? 
The answer is everything.
Our memories make us who we are. They have the power to make 
or break us. The faculty by which the mind stores and remembers 
information. Everything we’ve learnt, everything we’ve thought, 
everything we’ve seen. It’s all memories. Each person remembers 
a moment differently. It can bring pain or glory. These are the 
memories of the Lost and the Found.
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Literary Review           Literary Review

At this point the dealer of the table 
asks, “Are you sure you want to do 
that, there’s $300,000 this could end 
your life.” 
 
“Yes, it could also make my life 
better than it has ever been,” Johnny 
explained with a sense of pride in 
his voice. 
 
“Okay then bud, but I must warn you 
there is nothing we can do to help if it 
all goes south.” The dealer declared. 
 
At this point John is sweating, he is 
incredibly scared and does not know 
what he will do if he loses. He shuts 
his eyes, he knows that if he messes 
up his life’s done for forever.  
 
The table goes silent. The dealer spins 
the wheel, this feels like an age to 
Johnny, he realises that his life lies on 
black, this could eventually kill him, 
red, black, red, black. It goes through 
this process what seems a million 
times to Johnny. It lands on red. 
 
“I’m sorry mate, come again next 
time maybe?” the dealer said slyly.  

The

Love
Johnny England has just walked into the most renowned casino in Las 
Vegas “La Mirage” hoping to win big. The Stakes are high this could be 
the biggest win of his life. The win to end all losses, but if he loses this will 
be the biggest threat to his life he has ever had. He bets all on black.  

 
“Damn!” Johnny exclaims. 
 
“Come again?” the dealer says knowing 
full well the guy is dead for life. 
 
“I can’t bloody come again can I?  I’m 
broke now!” Johnny screams. 
 
Then the realisation that he has no 
money and no house hits Johnny, he 
begs the dealer for help or somewhere 
to stay. The dealer declines because 
he *cannot*. 
 
“Ugh damn, ok!”  
 
Johnny realises he must go ask for 
housing from some of his friends, he 
then shies out of it and realises that 
he must go homeless for weeks on 
end begging for money.   Then that 
night he was offered the best deal 
ever, he simply could not refuse.  He 
was offered three billion dollars if 
he won a single poker game, this 
offer was simply incredible, but the 
downside was if he lost he had to sell 
his soul to his new “master.” 
 
“Would you like to take this deal?” the 

tall black figure of a man said. 
 
“Yes sir, I would, I have nothing better 
to do,” Johnny explains. 
 
“Alrighty, make sure you don’t lose,” 
the figure said.
 
The next thing Johnny knew was 
walking into the most secluded part 
of La Mirage, with maybe some of 
the most established people in the 
whole of America for all he knew.  
The dealer arrived, this all seemed 
to be happening in slow motion; the 
speaking was slurred, he was moving 
terribly slowly, the dealer then asked, 
“Place your bets!” 
 
Johnny knowing that this never went 
well for him thought not to bet all on 
black, he then decided maybe just 
this once it could go well. 
 
“All on black!” he said confidently.
 
The next thing that happened 
shocked everyone…  

By Ben Sanderson 
 

Forbidden
Care Essay Prize Winner
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Maths Maths 

Maths
update
Diagnostic Questions 

Marginal Gains 

Brailsford believed in the power of marginal gains. The idea 

that a series of small 1% improvements across numerous 

areas added up to one big improvement. As teachers, 

especially in Mathematics, we know just how true this can 

be for pupils. 

Finding that 1% shouldn’t be hours and hours of effort. 

The idea is small, sustainable, everyday effort that adds 

up to something bigger. Setting yourself the target of 

getting better at just one thing every lesson adds up over 

time. There are roughly 150 Maths lessons a year, so the 

potential for improvement is huge. 

Deliberate purposeful practice is the key to this. The 

skill that you are practicing should challenge you, 

having a goal in mind for your practice will help you 

be successful, knowing why you are doing it and what 

benefit it will produce helps with motivation when it 

gets challenging.

 

In the Maths department we recommend using the ‘Key 

Skills’ feature on drfrostmaths.com to support this, as it 

allows pupils to complete targeted practice on particular 

skills. These questions are presented in a simple way 

that allow pupils to focus on the exact piece of learning 

in question and provides feedback on how to answer 

questions through videos and written examples. 

As Dave Brailsford has shown the principle of marginal 

gains works, so long as individuals buy into the idea of 

improving small things that culminate in large scale change. 

Whether this is passing your Mathematics GCSE at Grade 

4 or studying Mathematics at university, we can all still 

improve at something. 

Over the past year the Mathematics department has been focusing on 
using diagnostic questioning in lessons. It allows teachers to respond in 
the moment to pupil needs, by gathering as much accurate information 
about pupils’ understanding as possible. 

The Mathematics department have also been focusing on marginal 
gains. The idea made famous by Sir Dave Brailsford and British Cycling 
and something that has become sporting folklore. 

Often pupils arrive at Bethany with a fear of making 

mistakes or wanting to opt-out of giving answers. So, we 

have been looking to find a way to ensure that all pupils 

actively and honestly participate when asked questions. 

Fortunately, the use of diagnostic questions brings 

mistakes (and misconceptions) into the open, treating 

them as the learning opportunity that they are, whilst at 

the same time encouraging full class participation.  

  

Previously, for any given question there were two groups 

of pupils, those that could do it and those that could not. 

Those that could do it were fine to get on with the next 

challenge until they got stuck, and those that could not, 

needed help.  

Diagnostic questions are multiple choice, but each answer 

reveals a specific, and different mistake or misconception. 

There is little doubt that there is an advantage to teachers 

knowing not just which pupils are wrong, but why they are 

wrong. They are then able to adapt learning in the lesson to 

best suit the pupils.  

Diagnostic questions are designed to help identify and 

crucially understand pupils’ mistakes and misconceptions 

in an efficient and accurate manner. Mistakes tend to 

be one-off events; the pupil understands the concept 

or the algorithm but may make a computational error. 

Misconceptions, on the other hand, are the result of 

incomplete knowledge. The same misconception is likely 

to occur time and time again and stop pupils progressing.  

 

Parents may also start to see diagnostic questions on 

children’s preps, with pupils not only answering diagnostic 

questions but also writing them which demonstrates the 

depth of their knowledge of a particular concept.  

“...small sustainable 
everyday effort 
that adds up to 
something bigger.”
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Maths Maths 

This year we entered a team into a 
fantastic Mathematics competition 
called Ritangle.

Ritangle is a competition  
aimed at pupils who are studying 
for the A level and is packed 
full of really thought-provoking 
questions which challenge 
pupils to gather all their Maths 
knowledge and apply it in 
new contexts. Technology use 
is encouraged during the 
competition and this year’s team 
made fantastic  
use of programming and 
graphing software! 

Pupils are 
encouraged to think 
outside the box with 
how they approach 
the questions and to 
say our pupils rose 
to the challenge 
would be an 
understatement!

After registering, pupils are given one question a week  

throughout the months of October and November with each  

correct answer revealing a piece of the puzzle for the final task.  

Towards the end of November, these question ramp up in frequency and are 

released every day. Part way through December, the final challenges are released 

which, if you can succeed in solving, you gain access to the final part. This year, 

the final task involved pupils thinking about how they could maximise volumes 

within different sized cuboids. Workings can be seen on the right!

Leading the team this year were the dedicated Year 13 Further Mathematicians 

Max Brown and Seb Smith who kept track of answers, organised meetings and 

persevered even with the most infuriating questions (see below for the one that 

stumped them for the longest). Special mention goes also to Arthur Cairns for 

helping out in so many of the meetings! 

I do hope that next 
year’s Year 12 will 
be ready to take on 
the challenge again 
next year! 

Jada Woolf Head of Maths

Ritangle 2021
Mathematics
Competition
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When opportunities for practical work arose, our pupils 
undertook project-based learning (PBL). The pupils  have 
had the opportunity to demonstrate their capacity while 
they worked independently. Participants only had a topic 
and the bare minimum of instructions on the chemistry 
of red cabbages! In a typical comparison with jazz, the 
pupils collaboratively worked with their peers in teams to 
accomplish a task on the red cabbage chemistry and unearth 
the Science behind the cabbage. The PBL team comprised of 
the following pupils: Arthur Ford, Andrew Ho, William Macey, 
James Duncombe, Sam Kennedy, and Alex Volkov.

The pupils were able to apply their desired skills, including 
research on the method and the use of red cabbages to 
decide the acidity and alkalinity of household food and 
other ingredients. Pupils also got curious about the science 
behind their observations. In return, the teachers learnt 
about the pupil as a person when they communicate 
progressively and positively. As a result, our pupils  were 
fully engaged and were joyful creators of new knowledge. 

Years 12 and 13 Chemistry pupils also completed a Chemistry 
Olympiad. Designed to challenge and inspire, the UK 
Chemistry Olympiad is the leading chemistry competition for 
pupils in secondary education across the British Isles. This 
enriching experience is a unique opportunity for pupils  to 
push themselves further and excel in chemistry. Just taking 
part in the Olympiad is a considerable achievement, so it 
was with a mixture of excitement, curiosity, and trepidation 
that Katy Bradley in Year 13 and Max Brown in Year 12 sat the 
paper at the end of January. 

Once they had submitted their work, they described the 
tasks in a variety of ways: “fun,” “not what I expected,” 
“worthwhile,” and “very hard” (they used the latter 
description a lot!), but they needn’t have worried. Despite 
being in Year 12, and only having covered around a quarter 
of the A-level course at the time of the test, Max was only a 
few marks away from achieving a bronze award. To achieve 
this standard when up against pupils  who have mostly 
completed the A-level course is a beautiful achievement, 
and hopes are high for him in next year’s competition.

And as for Katy, her magnificent performance earned her 
a GOLD award!!! Only 635 out of 7160 candidates (or 8.9%) 
achieved this honour, and it’s no exaggeration to say that 

Science Science

Science
report

The COVID-19 pandemic has presented challenges. The pupils missed carrying out 
their fun experiments during the 2020-21 academic year, particularly Years 7-9. 
However, the pupils and the parents have been understanding and supportive. We 
have had times when we could only offer experiments to Years 10-13. 

this marks Katy out as one of the top young chemists in the 
country. The rigours of the Chemistry Olympiad make this 
a truly outstanding and thoroughly deserved achievement. 
Massive congratulations to Katy and Max!

The Science department has also started using the data 
loggers purchased, and the Physics pupils are exceedingly 
grateful to be using the data loggers. They are an extra 
eye that enables the pupils to see beyond what traditional 
equipment can afford them to see.  

The Year 11 and 13 examinations for this year were 
cancelled. The task of awarding GCSE and A-level grades 
was placed upon the teacher. Over the period from 2017-
2021, the average standardised GCSE Science value-added 
has been increasing. In addition, Chemistry and Physics 
value-added analysis showed that Bethany pupils in 
Chemistry did better than 79% of the pupils of similar 
ability in other schools. 

We have had a higher proportion of our pupils 
achieving GCSE grade 7-9 for various reasons 
that are cited below: 

l   More sharing of teaching and learning strategies has 
benefited the pupils to achieve higher outcomes during 
assessments. 

l   Switching courses has increased the number of our 
pupils who achieved GCSE grades 8 and 9. The number 
of pupils who have achieved GCSE grades 5-9, 6-9, 7-9, 
and 8-9 has significantly gone up in comparison to 
results on the AQA exams in previous years. 

Even better, the Science department was very pleased with 
this year’s A-level teacher-assessed grade outcomes. The 
cohort achieved results that were in line with expectations 
in two of the A level Sciences. On the whole, Bethany 
Physics pupils  performed above performance and their 
achievement is statistically significant.

As ever, the learning outcomes in Science have continued 
to be excellent due to the creativity and commitment of the 
teachers and their pupils. The sky is the limit for us! 

Mike Thomas, Head of Science

The challenges presented by the pandemic also influenced creativity in Science. Modern scientists are not only those donned 
in white coats looking through the lenses of microscopes or carefully dispensing chemicals from pipettes! It was for that 
reason the department purchased virtual experiments that allowed our pupils  to carry out simulation experiments. The 
virtual experiments enabled our pupils  to master the same skills and knowledge as in an actual experiment. 
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Performing Arts Performing Arts

Performing
arts

Krumping, Waaking, Locking and Popping are just a few 

of the styles the pupils applied whilst working in socially 

distanced groups.  The dancers have been learning about 

Henrick Sandy’s choreographic approach to dance and 

used the idea of the Rubik’s cube to create changing 

formations and transitions. The class have also started 

developing their performance skills within contemporary 

dance and are one of the solo set phrase which will be 

assessed later in the course. 

Working with professionals can greatly influence young 

dancers and bring another level to their performance work.  

Throughout the day, the pupils learnt a trio dance which 

challenged them both technically and creatively, based on 

the theme, ‘There Is No Justice’ to music by Olafur Arnalds.  

The dancers will now spend the next few weeks rehearsing 

and refining what they have learnt ready to share later in 

the year.

LAMDA pupils were determined that the show would go 

on. These pupils showcased their performances in front of 

socially distanced examiners with flair. We are delighted 

Edith Lowe, Shea Power and Charlie Morrell were joined 

by music scholars Frances Lye and Milo Gross to name 

but a few of those headlining the event. It had been over 

eighteen months since they last performed on stage with 

positive support from staff, parents and governors joining 

in the audience.  

Alex Bolton, Director of Performing Arts

Dance ‘Emancipation of Expressionism’

Dance ‘Mel Simpson Workshop’

Drama ‘LAMDA Success for Pupils’

Music

Year 10 GCSE Dancers had been 
given the opportunity to explore street 
dance and learning repertoire from 
the professional dance, ‘Emancipation 
of Expressionism’.  

Dance scholars and KS4 pupils  
took part in an extremely  
interactive virtual contemporary  
dance workshop led by dance  
artist, Mel Simpson. 

The London Academy of Music and 
Dramatic Art provide young people 
with recognised qualifications in acting. 

that 94% of these pupils achieved a Distinction (the highest 

grade possible) and the remaining 6% achieved a Merit. 

These grades continue to reflect the talent we have at Bethany 

and the resilience to continue even in adversity. LAMDA 

continued over Lockdown with pupils logging into their one 

to one sessions with Mr Simmonds, we are immensely proud 

of our pupils. LAMDA will continue and no doubt these pupils 

will go on to win further awards in the future.

Year 11 returned to a live music event 
in the function suite with over 16 acts 
performing a variety of musical genres. 
The focus of the event was part of the 
BTEC music course and made for an 
interesting exam to say the least!
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Art & 
Design

Art & Design Art & Design

We were able to enjoy a period of relative normality 

before returning to remote learning over the Spring Term 

2021. For our examination year groups, they had to show 

incredible resilience to progress their personal projects 

with enthusiasm in isolation! It was again a joy to welcome 

the pupils back in March 2021. 

Key Stage 3
 demonstrated skills across a range of projects. One 

of the tutor favourites included an investigation into 

Impressionism with some beautiful landscapes produced 

in oil pastel, responding to Monet. Year 8 explored Pop 

Art, creating some contemporary footwear designs 

inspired by icons such as Warhol and Lichtenstein. 

In home learning Year 8 explored the topic of food, 

and created some fabulous work inspired by Giuseppe 

Arcimboldo including some fabulous food portrait 

photography! Year 9 worked on a carousel of different 

skills ranging from fine art drawing skills with a 

portraiture focus to ‘blackout’ poetry exploring the 

crossover between creative writing and art. There were 

chances for Year 9 to explore photography and some 

enjoyed a remote photography workshop with Peter 

Norgrove from The Big Cat Sanctuary, who gave the pupils 

some top tips for a wildlife photography competition. 

Across Key Stage 3, pupils responded well to home learning 

tasks and additional challenges that were devised to 

encourage pupils and their families to be creative from 

home! Year 9 also created some Street Art inspired posters 

using spray paint techniques to highlight some key issues 

of importance to them, ranging from LGBTQ rights 

through to climate change. 

High Flyers
produced work ranging from ‘Spring’ postcards to lift spirits 

during lockdown, through to some incredible responses 

to the ‘White Shirt Project’ challenge, in which pupils were 

asked to customise plain white shirts into a more exciting 

response, using in-depth research and fashion design and 

illustration skills. Scholars were set a series of projects 

including a portraiture and self-identity projects. 

GCSE 
produced some wonderful work under challenging 

conditions for their ‘Coast’ introductory project, and 

launched their own personal projects into themes such as 

My Surroundings, Telling Stories and Man-Made. The Year 

10 pupils were also able to do a linoprint project upon their 

return to school, based on the work of artist Alison Headley. 

They depicted a loved-one using the artist signature style 

and botanical elements. Our Year 11 cohort worked hard 

towards their assessment evidence and produced a broad 

range of exciting and highly personal projects exploring 

topics such as War, Migration, Body Image, Dance, 

Architecture, Fairytales and Identity to name but a few. 

It was a real pleasure in September 
2020 to be able to welcome the 
pupils back into school. For the Art 
department, there were significant 
challenges with regards to providing 
a full, exciting, and creative 
curriculum, whilst remaining safe  
from Coronavirus.

Year 12
Artists initially began their investigations under the prompt of 

‘decolonisation’, to encourage pupils to look for inspiration 

and artists beyond a typical eurocentric view. We have a diverse 

pupil population and encourage our pupils to extend beyond 

their own experiences and learn about the world and its history 

through art. These projects have now  been developed into 

themes such as Afrofuturism, Constructed Identity and the 

concept of Home. Year 12 Photographers explored themes 

such as Abstraction before settling on personal projects 

exploring concepts such as Campaign Photography and Digital 

Manipulation. Year 12 Photographers were lucky enough to 

take part in an online artist talk through the National Portrait 

Gallery, and heard from exhibiting photographers from the 

Taylor Wessing Portrait Prize. It was a rare opportunity to 

extend learning outside the classroom using our world class 

national galleries.

Year 13
pupils excelled under enormous pressure; they were able 

to complete their A Level projects after experiencing two 

lockdowns during their studies. This cohort was fortunate 

enough to have the chance to take part in the A level trip to Italy 

before the first lockdown, and this rich source of inspiration 

informed their final projects which ranged from a study into 

Renaissance Architecture to a Graphic Design branding 

project. Photographers explored concepts such as Texture, 

Gods and Goddesses and Vanitas. We are so proud of their 

achievements and those who have accepted places studying 

Fashion, Fine Art, Architecture and Photography courses at 

universities including the much desired UAL.

Sarah Smart, Head of Art

Street Art Posters Year 9
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Art & DesignArt & Design

Conrad Tang, Photography
Year 13

Alexander Hill, Art
Year 13

Amelia Knowles, Art
Year 12

Molly Elton, Photography
Year 13
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Art & DesignArt & Design

Ellie Russel, Photography
Year 13

Will Howell, Photography
Year 12

Tom Jenkins, Photography
Year 12

Morgan Mitchell, Art
Year 13

Josie Tabb, Art 
Year 11
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Art & DesignArt & Design

Josie Tabb, Art 
Year 11

Cherie Tse, Art 
Year 11
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Art & DesignArt & Design

Max Rogers, Art  
Year 11

Beth Kuhepa, Art Year 11 Georgia Harker, Art Year 8

Olubi Nihinlola, Art
Year 11
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Art & DesignArt & Design

Year 10 Linoprints  High Flyer Spring Postcards
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Art & DesignArt & Design

Year 8 Food Remote Learning Photography Scholar Portrait Project

Isabel Chang, Art
Year 10
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What a year it has been in 
the Design and Technology 
department. 

Covid-19 of course had a massive impact 
on the practical work that could be 
achieved this year in both GCSE and 
A Level. AQA, the exam board for both 
public exams, removed the necessity for 
the production of artefacts and adjusted 
the mark schemes accordingly. This 
was of course a great disappointment 
as all pupils would have preferred AQA 
to remove some of the theory elements. 
As a result, most of the available time 
was spent on design portfolio work and 
theory revision and practise. Examples 
of portfolio design sheets from the 
GCSE and A Level pupils are displayed 
this year. The quality, as ever, has been 
very high indeed and just demonstrates 
that even when things around us are not 
quite normal, the skills and talents of our 
pupils still shine through. I really do have 
to thank the pupils for working so hard 
and to the best of their ability in these 
strange times.  

Marcus Norman,
Head of Design & Technology

Design & 
Technology

48

Joseph Bateman, Exercise Trike  
Year 13

Design & Technology Design & Technology
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Design & Technology Design & Technology

William Brown, Coffee Table  
Year 13

Aaron Monk, Kit Build Motorcycle
  Year 13

Thomas Good, Electric Cycle Bike  
Year 13



52 The Bethanian 2020-2021 53The Bethanian 2020-2021

Design & Technology Design & Technology

Alexander Hil, Modern Record Deck Unit
Year 13

Benjamin Scott, Furniture Models 
Year 13

Morgan Mitchell, Loft Room Storage Unit
Year 13
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Design & Technology

GCSE Design &
Technology

Design & Technology

Amaya Candappa, Bug Hotel
Year 11

Alexander Clarke, Portable Solar Power Unit
Year 11

Our GCSE pupils have worked hard over the year despite the 
Covid-19 restrictions. Because of the pandemic, some pupils 
have worked on theoretical Design and Technology projects 
which, unfortunately, we cannot show here. However, we can 
show some of the more practical projects...  

William Stoneham, Electric Bike
Year 11
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Design & Technology

Jos Beauchamp, Workspace Desk
Year 11

Ethan Hill, Entertainment Unit
Year 11

William Harby , Coffee Table
Year 11

Paris Hobbs Soteriou, Shoe Storage Unit
Year 11

Design & Technology
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Design & Technology

Harry Mennie, Storage Stool
Year 11

Rory Neville, Bee House
Year 11

Beth Kuhepa, Swinging Hammock
Year 11

Oluwabiyi Nihinlola, Space Saving Furniture
Year 11

Design & Technology
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Design & Technology

Connor Wright, Electric Scooter
Year 11

Max Rogers, Shelving Unit
Year 11

Heidi Yan, Boarding Room Storage/Workstation
Year 11

Design & Technology

Wind Sail Steam

Coal Nuclear
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However here at Bethany we adapted and persevered with 

what we had to tackle and overcome and have done this 

very successfully. Even through the long months of remote 

learning we have still been able to support our pupils in 

creating some fantastic textiles pieces. We were able to adapt 

the pupils’ projects to ensure they were still accessible and 

meeting the targets that the exam boards were expecting. We 

found that this subject gave the pupils a fantastic sense of 

escapism during such a tough time in education.

To say this year has been a rollercoaster is an understatement.  
We have all had to strap in and enjoy the highs, along with suffering 
the lows of what COVID prevented us from doing in terms of teaching 
and showcasing our subject to the pupils studying it. 

Textiles  
Alessia Cai Year 13

Textiles Textiles

Becoming experts at remote learning, our pupils at 

Bethany were able to interact with their teachers and 

continue their hard work at home, ensuring they were on 

track to still achieving fantastic exam grades. 

We were able to promote the pupils work using our school 

Instagram account where we often showcase the pupils 

work. This is a fantastic platform to allow the wider world 

to see what the pupils at Bethany have been working on.  

Nicola Brown, Head of Textiles

Alessia in Year 13 worked diligently on her Textile work, combing her strengthens in 

photography and art to create stunning wall hangings. Alessia arranged photoshoots while 

back in China which she went on to use when she returned to Bethany. Alessia loved all things 

digital and so she learnt how to design repeat patterns using photoshop. She used some of 

her elegant drawings to design her patterns from and combined all her skills to create three 

unique pieces that showed off her hard work, dedication, and skills excellently.  
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Textiles Textiles

James Caney Year 11 Blythe Lawrence  Year 9

James Caney in year 11 has been obsessed with all things 

textiles since he started at Bethany. During his GCSE art 

journey, he quickly gravitated towards textiles, and this is 

the area that he then went on to specialise in. He showed 

he was a quick learner and was soon designing and making 

his own clothes.

Starting to explore textiles is something that we like to offer to Key Stage 3 as well as higher up in the school. Blythe Lawrence 

jumped at this opportunity and was soon asking for individual projects outside her lessons so that she could work on in her 

own time. She started to explore the theme of patterns in nature and filled a whole sketchbook with research. Blythe then 

went on as one of our gifted and talented pupils  and tackled the white t shirt project that we set for our Art scholars where she 

had to redesign a white shirt. Again, Blythe did not hold back and jumped at the opportunity to showcase her skills. She loved 

the whole process and even topped it off with a fantastic photoshoot to showcase her piece. She explored different textile 

techniques in her sketchbook and was not afraid to make mistakes and challenge herself with this project. 

COVID has put such a negative spin on the last two years, but it 
is safe to say that it has not gotten in the way of the pupil’s here 
at Bethany and they have managed to push on with their work 
and still see the positives. If anything they have learnt new skills, 
pushed the boundaries and learnt to become more resilient in 
terms of their own personal studies. The Textile department is 
continuing to grow, pupils are showing more interest within the 
subject across the year groups which is so exciting to see. We 
are hoping this will continue into the next academic year with 
more new and exciting projects to come from the Textiles pupils’.
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Young Enterprise Young Enterprise

This took place in the autumn term, a new scheme from 

the Peter Jones Foundation, with all Year 12 Enterprise 

subject pupils taking part. They were split into four teams, 

based in two rooms, with each team having an “advisor”, 

the event provided a welcome change to normal routine, 

and a healthy dose of competition!

The event started with a webinar, introducing the concepts 

of Innovation, Enterprise, Intropreneurship (a new word 

for me!) and Social Impact. Of particular interest was 

the fact that the Chinese do not have a single word for 

a crisis, as we do, instead they have two words that go 

together: danger and opportunity. Pupils were asked to 

consider what opportunities existed in today’s challenging 

economic environment.

Each team then had to complete a “side hustle challenge” 
activity.

A side hustle is where an individual works between 6-15 

hours a week on an enterprise that is not their main source 

of income. It could be selling items on eBay, teaching Yoga, 

or blogging on YouTube. It is estimated that this sector of 

the economy generates £14.4 billion in revenue.

Sadly, in what would have been 
the 25th consecutive year of young 
enterprise at Bethany, we made 
the difficult decision to not offer 
the scheme but instead replace it 
with two other initiatives, for this 
year only.

The second initiative was an Enterprise 
department Public Speaking Competition

In this case, each team was challenged to consider how they 

would take £500 and turn it into £5000 within 6-12 months. 

Quite an ambition! They were urged to consider “local/lifestyle/

long-term”. The destination by the end of this challenge was 

to present a 60 second elevator pitch, outlining their idea, the 

potential market, it’s USP, branding, distribution, costing 

and marketing, plus any unique features such as the ability to 

upscale or social contribution. All in 60 seconds.

All four teams came up with excellent ideas; local garden 

produce, shampoo that was powdered, an App that gave 

young people life skills information, and a tutoring 

business run by 6th formers. They recorded their 60 second 

pitch and submitted them to the Peter Jones Foundation.

There was also an internal judging process, which involved 

all the staff who supported the event. Congratulations to 

the winning pitch by ‘Infinity’, who were Thomas Jenkins, 

Ruqaiyah Jarviton, Thomas Brown, Charlotte Noakes and 

Carlos Cantos Sempere; each were awarded a £10 voucher.

This was open to all Year 12 Bethany 

pupils, and designed slightly 

differently so that each round 

presented a fresh challenge, relevant 

to the modern business world.

Round One was “The Elevator Pitch”. 

Participants were required to submit 

via ‘Teams’, a pre-recorded pitch 

persuading a keen cyclist that they 

should purchase their dedicated 

cycling app, details of which were 

given in advance. The pitch was to be 

between 30 & 60 seconds, with the top 

five going through to the semi-finals. 

As was the case in all the rounds, 

participants were judged on clarity, 

content, structure and star quality, 

with no visual aids allowed.

Successful pitches were delivered 

with confidence and persuasion, 

those who scored highest realised 

that it was not possible to include all 

the features of the app in such a short 

space of time, but instead focused 

on what made the app really stand 

out and how it provided value for the 

customer. Some were very convincing 

that no cyclist could do without it!

Charlotte Noakes, Cobe Bennett, 

Aidan Mathieson, Ruqaiyah Jarviton 

and Aaron Parker successfully 

navigated this round and made it to 

Enterprise  
Activities

The first was an Insight Into 
Entrepreneurship Workshop.

the semi-final, where they gave a live 

speech, via Teams, on the subject 

“Working from home is the best 

productivity tool – discuss”.

All 5 delivered interesting speeches, 

with most agreeing that the pandemic 

had changed how employers view 

working from home and that for 

many industries it remains likely 

to be in place for the foreseeable 

future. The best speeches however 

showed an in depth understanding 

of productivity and considered 

the question over a number of 

occupations.

Congratulations to Cobe Bennett, 

Ruqaiyah Jarviton and Aaron Parker 

who made it to the final, where they 

considered the question “Will UK 

high street retailers need to adapt, 

in order to survive and thrive in a 

post COVID retail environment?”. 

The speech was a maximum of four 

minutes and took place in person in 

front of a panel of three judges: Mrs 

Hill, Mr Khan and Mr Davies.

All three spoke clearly, structured 

their speech, and had excellent 

content. You could throw a post-it 

note between the three finalists, but 

congratulations to Cobe Bennett, who 

spoke without notes, was particularly 

well paced and showed an excellent 

understanding of the challenges 

facing the UK High Street. Cobe 

received a £20 Amazon voucher, with 

Ruqaiyah and Aaron each receiving a 

£10 Amazon voucher.  
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This year The Apprentice Challenge attracted 18 candidates  - all competing to be Lord Sugar’s next apprentice and aiming to 

win a prize fund of £60. The tasks were designed to be both challenging and fun and to help the pupils in Year 12 to develop 

their team-building skills, resilience and independence. The tasks this year were as follows:

The first task was to design a set of six “freedom day/

end of restrictions” cards for a member of Senior 

Management to buy, or not, as the case may be! This 

proved to be a real challenge for some of the teams. 

Some of the teams used their initiative and some did 

not! Any money raised was donated to The Hospice 

in the Weald.

The second task was a lesson on viral marketing. The four 

teams had to choose a charity and raise as much awareness 

as possible for it via creating a ‘Tik Tok’ video.  The winner 

would be the group with the most views within 24 hours! 

After a challenging firing, where candidates were really put 

through their paces and made to justify why they should 

remain in the competition, the next challenge was launched. 

This one involved having to pitch an idea on what they 

think Bethany’s NEXT development should be. Ideas were 

creative – a farmhouse/petting zoo, a trampoline park, a 

mental health café and a satellite campus in Tonbridge!  

All four teams worked well together and pitched their ideas 

professionally to a panel made up of SMT members.

After some ‘rapid fire firing’ from Lord Sugar on Day four, 

the candidates were reduced to the final four – namely 

Max Brown, Cobe Bennett, Ruqaiyah Jarviton and Leon 

Monk.  The final task involved being interviewed by the 

Head of HR, Ms Carter. They were asked questions on their 

involvement in the four challenges, their strengths and 

weaknesses and why they should win the competition. 

They then had to face the wrath of Lord Sugar for one final 

time the next day, and then the winner was announced. 

Congratulations goes to Leon Monk who beat off the 

opposition and won the competition!!

Apprentice Challenge Apprentice Challenge

Apprentice   
Challenge 2021
The Apprentice Challenge is an annual event we do in the Sixth Form in 
order to stretch and challenge our Year 12 pupils as they get prepared to 
go into Year 13.  It is based on the tv show with a simplified format - pupils 
get given a task to do during the day, then ‘Lord Sugar’ (aka Mr Manktelow) 
dissects the task the next day and fires those who need firing!

Task 1

Task 2

Task 3

Task 4

Quotations taken from a few of 
the finalists submitted before the 
‘hiring’ process:

“ Doing the apprentice challenge has allowed 
me to grow so much as a person and has given me 
so many valuable skills that I can utilise later in life. 
I now feel confident in being a team leader and 
putting forward ideas efficiently whilst still listening 
to others, as well as learning to stand up for myself 
and the ideas that me and my team have created 
(especially to the extremely brutal Lord Sugar).”
“  This Apprentice challenge has been a fun 
week taking on different tasks that tested our skills. 
I feel that this Apprentice Challenge has boosted 
my confidence to speak in front of others, and my 
ability to work with other people who I’m not so 
friendly with. When I sent the application in for this 
apprentice challenge, I wasn’t sure if I had made the 
right decision, because I wasn’t sure about standing 
up in front of other people and working with people 
who I had never really worked with before. But after 
taking on the challenge, I’ve accomplished these 
challenges and I’m proud of myself for doing so and 
taking myself out of my comfort zone. The Apprentice 
Challenge has definitely improved my confidence.”
“ The Apprentice challenge has pushed me in 
so many ways, for example: my ability to work with 
others, come up with ideas and think outside of 
the box. The toughest challenge I faced though 
was speaking under pressure when you know 
that one misplaced word could send you out 
of the competition. However, it has been a fun 
experience and I would recommend participating 
in the challenge if you get the opportunity to.”
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Year group: 12
Preferred sport: Cricket
Clubs you belong to:  Holmesdale and Kent CCC

William is a talented cricketer who has been involved in 
the Kent County Cricket set up since 2015. First spotted at 
age ten he has devoted himself to his passion and moved 
through the representative year groups to his current level 
of inclusion in the county set up, the Kent Academy. He is 
a batting specialist and currently holds the number three/
four position in the batting order. His goal is to sign for Kent 
professionally in the coming years and in the short term, 
continue training with the “Kent Academy” squad and gain 
selection for the senor 2nd XI team and potentially a spot in 
the 1st XI team this season. William has already represented 
the Senior 2nd XI team playing against Middlesex, 
Hampshire, Northampton, and Surrey in the 2021 season, 
and is looking forward to further opportunities this season. 
Theses successful outings in the senior set up have only 
further driven William to his goal of playing professionally. 
His commitment to training is admirable as this involves 
twice a week with the Kent Academy and twice a week with 
his club cricket team “Holmesdale” per week. He balances 
this with his A level studies very well indeed and has all 
the characteristics and attributes to be successful in both 
professional cricket and his studies. 

During the second lockdown, William trained as normal 
with the “Kent Academy” as it was within the remit of 
professional elite sport being able to continue. He undertook 
two specialist skill sessions per week focus on his batting 
technique and two session per week focusing in his bowling. 
Lockdown sessions were indoor net based focusing on his set 
up, balance, footwork precision with the bat. William was also 
given strength and conditioning sessions to complete four 
times a week, which he undertook at the county ground in 
Canterbury as he was not at School and able to do so, living 
the life of a professional!

As the summer and cricket season 2022 approaches, William 
will be further increasing his training programme with the 
“Kent Academy”, focusing on more skills-based aspects 
of playing and attending the Oval for specialist batsman 
training on grass-based nets. William continues to fully 
embrace his passion and has recently received the fixture 
card for the Senior 2nd XI team with Sussex their first fixture of 
the season and William hoping for selection.

Will HarbyLockdown
Sport
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Year group: 10
Preferred sport: Rugby
Clubs has represented: Saracens U18 and Saracens U17
Max’s goal is to play professional rugby. Max currently 
plays rugby for Tonbridge Juddians and is part of the 
Saracens Academy. During lockdown Max was tasked with 
maintaining his overall endurance and power fitness by 
following a Saracens fitness training programme. Max was 
fully committed to continuing to train himself during lockdown 
as he knew it was important to keep fit and challenge himself 
even though he could not train as normal with the squad. 
Max was motivated to maintain his fitness ready for a return 
to play when lockdown was eased. In addition to following 
Saracens specific rugby programme Max undertook general 
conditioning runs in his local areas, completed power-based 
rugby exercises with his weights and ball skill drills on a 
weekly basis at his home. 

Max Wheeler 

Year group: 7
Preferred sport: Football and Cricket
Clubs you belong to:  Football Rusthall, West Kent, MFA. 
Cricket Mayfield, Sussex County.
In order to keep my fitness at a good level, I completed a 
number of long distance runs a week around my local area and 
parks. I continued to play football most days at my local park 
to keep fit and help my skill level. I completed my cricket clubs 
fitness sessions when they ran them and was able to attend 
cricket nets at times to train my bowling and batting technique.

Ollie Hughes 
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LockdownSport 
Year group: 7
Preferred sport: Football and Hockey
Clubs you belong to:  I play for Crystal Palace under 14 girls 
and Tunbridge Wells Hockey club under 14 and have just 
been signed up for Kent Hockey under 13’s
During lockdown I continued to play sport at home and 
keep my general fitness going. My hockey coach did Sunday 
morning zoom sessions for fitness which I took part in. I 
practiced my football skills regularly in my garden and my 
neighbour who plays professional football set me some drills 
to complete. Theses were challenging and helped maintain 
my level.

My best achievements to date are progressing in football, 
being selected for District football with West Kent and 
then being scouted for Crystal Palace last year. Another 
achievement is being selected for Kent Hockey which hasn’t 
started yet but I am looking forward to the first training 
session on 11th February and beginning my hockey playing.

My aims for the coming year are winning the JPL trophy in 
the under 14’s girls with Crystal Palace and winning the Surrey 
Cup with the Crystal Palace team and scoring 25 goals over 
the whole season!!!!

Maisie Frankum
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Alex Axon 

Alex joined Bethany in 

2019 as a newly qualified 

Geography teacher. He has 

navigated a challenging 

time in teaching over 

the last two years with 

remote learning, teacher 

assessed grades and all 

the disruption Covid has 

brought. Throughout he 

has been an incredibly 

hardworking and 

dedicated colleague, who worked tirelessly to support 

pupils  as a Geography teacher, tutor and Kendon 

assistant housemaster.  

Within the Geography department Alex pioneered the 

use of OneNote’s class notebook and lead the transition 

to becoming a paperless department. He explored and 

developed new online resources that supported our pupils 

during the period of remote learning, and beyond.  

Tamara started at Bethany in September 2019 as Head of Modern Foreign Languages. 

Tamara will be remembered for how she engaged pupils and used a variety of online 

learning platforms to make Modern Foreign Languages more accessible. No one could 

have predicted that these resources would have been used so widely with learning moving 

to remote teaching and as a result Tamara quickly became a pioneer for online learning. 

Tamara is an enthusiastic leader who was also part of the Year 11 tutor team. Tamara 

took particular care of her Year 11 tutor group and ensured the provision they received 

nurtured and encouraged using her own unique style of rewarding pupils. Tamara took 

pride in noticing quieter pupils and working alongside those who required additional 

support. Pupils, parents and staff will miss Tamara as she takes up a full time pastoral 

position in a new school.

Tamara Gautier 

Paul has worked at Bethany 

for six  years. A retired 

sports teacher who took to 

bus driving and tackling the 

TW 2 run into Tunbridge 

Wells morning and night.  

Paul was always smiling, 

happy and a joy to talk 

to.  His attention on the 

bus with looking after the 

pupils was amazing and the 

pupils have said how much they will miss him.  We wish 

him all the best for his full retirement.

Stuart joined Bethany at 

short notice at Christmas 

2017. He has a natural 

affable personality and 

settled in really well.  

Stuart quickly became 

a calm and reassuring 

presence to the support 

staff team.  He brought 

with him a wealth of 

experience on the estates 

side of things and very quickly and methodically looked 

at all elements of the School estate and rapidly picked up 

deficiencies that needed to be put right promptly. Being 

new at short notice could have been difficult, but what 

Paul Davey

Stuart Harris

His meticulous organised approach to planning ensured 

that all pupils made good progress in his lessons. 

Above all, he developed excellent relationships with pupils both 

in the classroom and Kendon House. He was always willing 

to go the extra mile for his tutees and boarders and built close 

relationships with them. His caring approach ensured that 

pupils always felt supported and were able to thrive. 

As with anyone who is new to boarding, Alex had a sharp 

learning curve but developed into an outstanding Assistant 

Housemaster – extremely proactive and hard-working, a 

fantastic team player, and, most importantly, has developed 

a great rapport with the boys over the last two years.

He will be a huge asset to boarding at Abingdon and I’ve 

little doubt that, if he chooses to in the future, he will make 

a very good Housemaster indeed in his own right. 

Everyone wishes him the very, very best of luck and will 

greatly miss him.

became clear from the outset, was that all of the existing 

members of the team, could relate well to Stuart. After 

he had moved onto the Bethany campus, Stuart assisted 

with the caretaking and security aspects of the School.  

He has a good inner discipline, no doubt forged by his 

previous career in the army, and if there was something 

that needed to be done Stuart put his shoulder to the 

wheel to make sure it happened. As Stuart was never 

afraid of getting involved in day to day tasks, he became 

a willing volunteer to drive a minibus whenever that was 

needed.  He has an inherent pragmatism when dealing 

with matters, and can find solutions quickly. Stuart will 

be missed at Bethany, and on behalf of all of the staff here 

I wish him all the very best in his new role, as an interim 

Bursar in a London school.

April joined Bethany four 

years ago from her Teach 

First training in Folkestone 

after Sue Thorpe had retired 

and Jo Digby relocated. 

She joined the Maths 

Department as well as the 

Old Pops boarding team, so 

Mrs Wareham has been a 

mentor to her throughout 

her time at Bethany. 

 

She proved a key ally to Mrs Wareham, and has been a 

big part of the boarding house over the three years that 

she was in Old Pops, supporting numerous girls with the 

difficult task of studying away from their home comforts 

and family, and will no doubt be remembered by many of 

the boarders. 

As well as boarding April has taught Maths and more 

recently Computer Science, where she has always 

challenged pupils and pushed them to achieve their best. 

There have been a couple of positives to come out of the 

past years remote teaching, April has decided that this 

suits her best and is now joining InterHigh as a remote 

teacher. We wish her all the best in her new role and hope 

that the switch is one that will work for her and that she is 

happy and successful there.

April Bridge

Denise worked in the 

Bursary as a school 

accountant for 18 months.  

Denise worked hard and 

was always willing to assist 

others, no matter what the 

task might have been.  She 

was organised, methodical 

and  truly an asset to 

the school.

Denise Smith
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Lizzie started as Marketing 

Manager in March 2020 

shortly before the first 

lockdown.  She in some 

respects had a baptism of 

fire. She quickly adapted to 

the changing expectations 

of being an employee that 

could not be furloughed.  

She became my PA,  

School Secretary, 

Telephone Operator in addition to Marketing Manager in 

quick succession.

Lizzie has a very affable personality and made friends 

easily both with the teaching and non teaching staff.  

This is always a great trait as one relies on others as a 

Marketing Manager to get the necessary information to 

Maxine joined The 

Orchard in 2016, 

having moved here 

from Cranbrook School 

as she wanted a more 

pastoral role.  The role of 

Housekeeper was then 

a new one for Bethany, 

replacing the old position 

of Matron, which was a 

more ‘hands off’ approach.  

Maxine played an 

important part, along with the other new Housekeepers 

across the School, in developing the role into what it has 

become today, which is far more important pastorally 

than it ever used to be.

Maxine has been my eyes and ears in the boarding 

house during the day.  She is always on hand to deal with 

everything, from the mundane – a missing button on a 

skirt or a pair of trousers – to the devastating, such as there 

being no bread for buttered toast at breaktime.  She has 

dried tears, cooled tempers and helped people to realise 

that there is a point to life – and that’s just when the staff 

pop down to visit!

Lizzie Norman

Maxine Delves

Miss MacRae joined us at 

Bethany School at the end 

of 2014 and so has been 

with us for around six and a 

half years and in that time, 

we have all really relied 

on her to keep Food at the 

forefront of conversations 

throughout the School. She 

has had a massive impact 

with the courses she put in 

place since being here and you only have to chat with her 

pupils to see the enjoyment the subject created.

Many might not realise that Miss MacRae has a multitude 

of talents and her skills have been used all around the 

school. She has taught Art, Games and has been involved 

in Drama productions, the EPQ Award and I must not 

forget her involvement in Old Pops on the boarding front. 

I know Bethany will certainly miss her versatility and large 

range of top-quality skills. 

Miss MacRae obviously has a passion for Food and for 

her cooking is all about people. Food is maybe the only 

universal thing that really has the power to bring everyone 

together no matter what culture or language and Miss 

MacRae amplifies this so well in what she did at Bethany. 

Liz MacRae 

The food that many have seen and tasted by pupils produced 

was stunning. My particular favourite was most certainly the 

carrot cake I tasted but I still don’t have the recipe!

Nine-tenths of education is encouragement and Miss 

MacRae encouraged her pupils in bucket loads. She 

was always patient  with all those around her and more 

importantly with the pupils.

It’s time to say goodbye, but goodbyes are always sad and 

as a School we would much rather we all said hello to your 

new adventure.

A teacher asked her pupils to use the word “beans” in 

a sentence. “My father grows beans,” said one girl. “My 

mother cooks beans,” said a boy. A third pupil spoke up, 

“We are all human beans.” From my point of view Miss 

MacRae is one of the best human beings I have worked 

with and I want to wish her lots of luck in her new role as 

well as for the future. We are already missing you!

Glen has worked at Bethany 

for almost six years.  He 

started as the lock up 

caretaker and his skills 

with a lawn mower were 

soon noticed and he took 

on a day job as a school 

gardener.  Glen then moved 

on to the maintenance 

team and became one of 

the school bus drivers.  He 

is now moving on to a supervisory role and we all wish him 

luck with his new job and promotion.

Glen Ridout

Penny worked as a 

receptionist for two and a half 

years.  Always dependable 

and happy, Penny could 

manage everything the 

receptionists job threw at her.  

Some people do not see the 

difficulties that can arise at 

the reception desk, but with 

her organised skill, devotion 

to duty and love for the 

school, Penny breezed it.  We will all miss her but do wish her 

and her family well with their move to Yorkshire.

Penny Graham

Maxine has always played an active part in whatever we 

have done as a House, and has joined us for our various 

Christmas or end of term outings, giving up her own time 

to spend it with the pupils.  Whenever there have been little 

jobs that need doing, I have known that I can always ping 

a text down to Maxine in the House and they will be done 

before I finish teaching.  Generally these have been done in 

good humour, unless it’s something that she told me about 

some time before and I have only just got round to acting 

upon it!

We are rightly lauded at Bethany for our pastoral care of 

the pupils, and Maxine has played a huge role in that for 

the last five years.  Without her support, the House would 

not have become the welcoming, fun and friendly place 

that it is, and I am hugely grateful for everything that she 

has done.

I wish Maxine every happiness on her retirement.  We 

look forward to hearing about the arrival of grandchild 

number one and no doubt there will be pictures to follow 

of the sweet-faced little cherub. I wish her every success 

in devising new methods of attempting to prevent Keith 

from watching his beloved Manchester United.  We will 

miss her.

showcase the School. Lizzie liked to go to the gym first 

thing in the morning, therefore lockdown interfered with 

her well established fitness routines.  She brought some 

very good and fresh ideas to the marketing of Bethany 

School, and introduced many initiatives. We were very 

sorry when Lizzie informed that she fancied a different 

marketing challenge in a different company and our loss 

was their gain.

Lizzie left Bethany in March 2021 having spent just under 

a year here.  She is fondly remembered and her sociable 

and warm personality is a great asset to any marketeer.
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Speech day

We filmed it on Friday 18th June and broadcast it at 7pm 

on Friday 2nd July, the last Friday of term.  It was very well 

received.  We were able to adjust the usual format and the 

various speeches were intermingled with the Prizegiving.  

The Headmaster, Francie Healy, started proceedings by 

thanking those members of staff who were leaving at the 

end of the year.

The prizes were presented by the Chair of Governors, Roger 

Stubbs, who has been an excellent Chair of Governors over 

the last six years and stepped down from being Chair and a 

Governor at the end of the ceremony.  

When Roger spoke, he paid tribute to the resilience of the 

teachers and the pupils for coping so well with Covid-19 

and two School lockdowns.  He also expressed optimism 

which turned out to be well founded, that Bethany would 

receive planning permission for the Performing Arts 

Centre within weeks.  He paid a particularly warm tribute 

to the senior management team and the Headmaster, and 

announced his successor, Jonathan Fenn, as the new Chair 

of Governors.

In conclusion, Roger thanked Bethany for educating his 

three children so well, and paid tribute to the staff and 

governors for supporting him initially as governor and 

most recently as Chair of Governors.

Francie then went on to point out that Roger has been 

connected to Bethany as parent and governor for over 

35 years.  He paid a very personal tribute to Roger, 

emphasizing just as how much he respected him and took 

cognisance of his wise counsel.

He explained that embracing change can empower us 

especially if we focus on the positives and gave examples 

of famous people who only became famous after they 

embraced change such as Brad Pitt, Whoopi Goldberg, 

Michael Jordan and Pope Francis who only became 

successful after they changed careers.  Francie explained 

that how people deal with change speaks volumes 

about their characters and suggested a change is a great 

opportunity for self-examination.

He went on to say that change should not be fought but 

embraced and emphasized that great things never came 

Speech day

from remaining in one’s comfort zone.  He is of the firm 

view that there is always a positive and if you look hard 

enough you will always find a positive even in the most 

negative of situations.  Francie also argued that successful 

people embrace change better than others, that is one of 

the corner stones of their success.

The guest speaker was Gillian Joseph, the Sky news 

reader from the Sky news channel who contributed 

remotely through the Sky newsroom.  Gillian spoke about 

embracing change with a positive mindset, explaining that 

feeling insecure when faced with a challenge was perfectly 

normal.  She recalled that she lacked confidence when 

she started working for the BBC, and when she was given 

a research task, she initially felt that it was beyond her but 

completed it to such a high standard that she received 

praise from her superiors and gained the necessary 

confidence to forge ahead with her career.  

Gillian said that change pushes us to grow and forces us 

to move forward.  She went on to say that we all have to 

face changes sometimes in our lives and it is our attitude 

to it that will determine how well we manage it.  She said 

that we grow and learn every time something changes in 

our lives.

She concluded by wishing everybody at Bethany varied and 

successful lives and encouraged everybody to embrace 

change whenever it comes.

For the second year running we had to host a remote Speech Day. 
The theme for it was “Embracing Change”.  Using the experience gained 
from last year, we approached this task like seasoned professionals!

Four members of Year 13 then spoke briefly.  Will 

Newstead thanked Gillian for her words of wisdom at 

Bethany and recalled how much he enjoyed Bethany, 

describing Bethany as his second home.  He recalled that 

he embraced sports since he came to Bethany.

Alexander Hill paid tribute to how well Bethany teachers 

coped with remote learning, and expressed gratitude 

that his education did not suffer as a result. He recalled 

the Chinese exchange trip that he went on as one  

of his many highlights and that he felt sad to be  

leaving Bethany.

Izzi Hanson-Abbott enjoyed Bethany in the Sixth Form 

and she encouraged all the other pupils to accept any 

challenges that come their way especially if it takes them 

out of their comfort zone.  She concluded by thanking her 

parents for sending her to Bethany.

Katy Bradley stated that she did not want to leave Bethany, 

describing it as her second family.  She said that the staff 

at Bethany go above and beyond to support all of the 

pupils and advised the pupils to cherish every moment at 

Bethany.  Like Izzi, she thanked her parents for sending her 

to Bethany.

The Speech Day ceremony concluded with Year 10 pupil, 

Rosie Stickney, who played “Vanhal’s second movement of 

Sonatina in A” on the piano.  She played it superbly well.    

Speech 
Day 2021
Embracing change
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The importance of charity work  
and fundraising for young people
by Edith Lowe Year 10

Past pupil and ex-Head of school 
Jeremy Daubeny

Throughout my years at Bethany 

so far, I have taken part in several 

fundraising events. These have 

included cake sales, own clothes days, 

sponsored walks, and school discos. 

This has not only expanded my views 

on charity work and the importance 

of community service but has also 

enlightened me to the many charities 

and services available to people in 

need. Giving back to the community 

is a vital part of learning and growing 

for young people. In modern society, 

we can often get caught up and 

distracted by the many privileges and 

advantages given to our generation. 

It is essential that we appreciate 

and understand just how lucky we 

are, and that we use our prerogative 

to give back to our communities 

whenever possible.

Young people are most likely to 

willingly participate in fundraising 

activities if they understand the 

importance of the charity, and if the 

activity is something enjoyable that 

can be done alongside their peers. 

Cake sales at Bethany have always 

been a great social experience and not 

only help to raise money for charity, 

but also teach pupils how to manage 

money and successfully promote 

and organise an event as a group. 

Pupils also gain a certain satisfaction 

by earning and giving money to 

charitable organisations. This is a 

good way to learn the profits of hard 

work and passion for a good cause. 

The number of young people 

volunteering is increasing; statistics 

show that 16 - 24s and over 65s are 

most likely to give up their time for 

charity. This number can be increased 

by including fundraising events and 

volunteering programs as part of 

in-school activities. By giving pupils 

plenty of opportunities throughout 

the year to donate or support a cause, 

we are not only helping young people 

to learn, grow and develop life skills 

but are also raising the necessary 

funds needed to potentially: provide 

counsellors to provide emotional 

support to a patient or elderly person; 

run a homeless shelter for the 

night; buy new books for children in 

hospital; or perhaps even just to keep a 

charity shop open for the day. 

Bethany does this marvellously by 

including regular fundraising events 

throughout the academic year. So far, I 

have been involved in charity schemes 

and events which have funded causes 

such as the Weald Family Hub, the East 

Kent Rape Crisis Centre and Lumos. I 

feel that this has helped my peers and 

I gain a further understanding and 

appreciation of giving money and time 

to those in need.

  

In conclusion, it is clear that 

encouraging participation in charity 

and fundraising opportunities can 

have a positive and lasting impact 

on young people and is undoubtedly 

the way forward inside and outside 

schools. Volunteering can help 

shape younger generations and teach 

management and teamwork skills that 

will be invaluable throughout life. 

The Bethany community has been 

such a major part of my life, joining 

back in Year 7 and leaving (slightly 

abruptly!) in March 2020 - Bethany has 

always been such a brilliant support.

The school was always my Parents’ 

first choice but they left it completely 

up to me to make the decision. 

Although I made hard work of it 

(deciding only two weeks before term 

was due to start) choosing Bethany is 

the best decision I’ve made.

I became slightly more reliant on the 

school than most pupils might have 

been, as, during my first year of sixth 

form, both my parents passed away from 

terminal illnesses. That year was harder 

than anything I’ve faced, as just when 

I was beginning to come to terms with 

losing my Dad, I lost my Mum. While 

everything was radically changing at 

home, Bethany remained a real source 

of stability and support. The pastoral 

help was second to none and having 

small class sizes allowed the teachers to 

be pragmatic with work. Naturally, with 

a smaller year group, you get to know 

every-one a lot better than you would in 

a bigger school, so there was something 

incredibly comforting about seeing so 

many friendly faces during a pretty  

dark time.

Tour de Britain
charity bike ride

In early 2020, I decided I’d prefer 

to spend a year catching my breath 

and getting a bit of travelling 

done, instead of going straight to 

university. I certainly caught my 

breath but a couple of months 

working in France was about as  

far as I got travelling wise!

One thing that really helped 

in lockdown was cycling, so, 

with travelling looking a little 

complicated I’ve decided to do a 

seven week sponsored bike tour in 

aid of the MND Association and the 

Brain Tumour Charity.

Continued over...
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My Mum, Clare, battled admirably with Motor Neurone 

Disease for two and a half years but sadly passed away in 

May 2019.  MND is a rare condition which progressively and 

often aggressively leads to the weakening of muscles. In my 

Mum’s case, the disease meant that she was unable to walk, 

move her arms, hold her head up unassisted, eat or drink 

though her mouth or even speak. The MND Association 

provide care and support for those living with MND. This 

could include providing equipment which aids mobility, 

communication aids (often controlled with eyes) or funding 

for non paid carers. As there is currently no known cure, the 

MND Association also funds and promotes research into 

new ways of treating MND.

After being diagnosed in late 2017, my Dad, Giles, passed 

away of a brain tumour in September 2018. Brain tumours 

are more common than MND but also have very low survival 

rates. Currently only around 15 out of every 100 people with 

a cancerous brain tumour will survive for 10 years or more 

Tour de Britain charity bike ride
Continued...

after being diagnosed. For my Dad, who had a Glioblastoma 

Multiforme Tumour, the symptoms consisted of progressive 

weakness on one side of the body, seizures, headaches, 

sickness as well as mental and behavioural changes. The 

Brain Tumour Charity aim, in the short term, to double 

survival by 2025 and, in the long term, defeat brain tumours 

once and for all.

Red Nose Day 2021

Charity Work

All pupils supplied one paid joke each to their tutor and 

Bethany paid £1 to Comic Relief for every pupil who 

supplied a joke. If a pupil had more than one joke the pupil 

needed to make a judgment on the best joke supplied.

The tutor group decided which joke was the best one 

in the tutor group and the tutors forwarded this to the 

Head of Year. Bethany paid Comic Relief £5 for this joke 

instead of £1

The Head of Year decided which tutor group was the best 

in Year and this joke had £10 paid to Comic relief. This 

joke was forwarded to Mr Healy.

SMT judged which joke was the best in school and this had 

a £20 donation to Comic Relief.

The Headmaster came up with 
a novel idea which would not 
fall foul of social distancing 
restrictions that were in place  
at the time (March 2021).

Comic Relief was a wonderful charity to support and we all 

needed a laugh!

The winning joke. 
Three tomatoes are walking down the street, 
a Daddy tomato, a Mummy tomato and 
a little baby tomato. Baby tomato starts 
lagging behind. Daddy tomato gets angry, 
goes over to the baby tomato and squishes 
him... And says ‘Catch Up?’

Year 13
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Socially, this has been a relatively quiet year. The pandemic 

and subsequent restrictions have placed an indefinite 

hold on our social calendar… as it is said, best-laid plans. 

Despite this, a dedicated committee still meets every few 

months, with our most recent committee meeting taking 

place on 3 July via video teleconference. These meetings 

have primarily focussed on the School’s response to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, and the ways in which the Society can 

support the School during this challenging period.

We are confident that our social calendar will resume in 

the next year, and hope to hold our first in-person event, 

the inaugural School Leavers’ Drinks, after the final A-Level 

exams have taken place. This event will be primarily for 

The Old Bethanians’ Society was founded in 1887 for former pupils 
living all over the world and has a close working relationship with the 
School. The Society organises events for alumni and is continually 
looking for ways to benefit its members.

Old Bethanians Society 
Report 2020/21

Old Bethanians Society

school leavers, and those who are in the same academic year 

but left in previous years. We look forward to welcoming all 

members of the Society to our Reunion Day, and our first 

in-person Annual General Meeting (AGM) in three years, to 

be held at the School on Saturday 25th June 2022. We plan to 

hold our Annual Dinner after the summer break, probably 

in Kent, but with London as a possible alternative choice; 

ultimately, this will be down to my successor.

The Society will be introducing a subscription based 

model for all school leavers in the  2022/23 academic year, 

whereby all school leavers will be invited to attend all 

Society events free of charge for five years. There will be no 

commitment to continue attending Society events after five 

years, though it is hoped that alumni who have benefitted 

from this scheme will continue to support the Society to 

help to cover the cost of events for school leavers.

Our next committee meeting will be held on 19 January 

2021. Although we had intended for this to be our first 

in-person meeting in nearly two years, given the new strain 

of COVID-19, this is now likely to be a virtual meeting. 

If you are interested in finding out more about the Old 

Bethanians’ Society, or feel that you may be able to 

contribute to the work of the committee, please reach out 

using the email address below.

With my warmest wishes for next year.  

Frederick Carter, 
President 2020-2022

president@oldbethaniansociety.org

Old Bethanians Society
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During the closing years 

of last century, the part 

played by our Founder in 

the running of the School, 

apart from conducting two 

services and preaching 

two lengthy sermons 

every Sunday at the little 

Chapel—to which the 

left-hand aisle had not yet 

been added—consisted 

almost entirely of acting as 

a “ recruiting sergeant’ and visiting prospective parents who 

had made enquiries about the school. With his white hair 

and long white beard, he presented such a venerable figure 

that I am sure most parents whom he visited would feel that 

they could safely entrust their off-spring to the care of an 

institution of which he was the founder and co-principal. At 

any rate, my parents did, when he came to see us. 

I wonder how many Bethanians know why Bethany House 

was so named. Mr. Kendon used to say that he read in the 

Gospels that Our Lord visited Bethany and rested there; 

and it was his hope that his new school would be similarly 

honoured. He was indeed a man of “The Book” and took 

its contents very literally, if ever any man did. He did not 

believe in spending time on sermon preparation, but when 

in the pulpit he spoke “ as the spirit moved him “and often 

we thought and said—very irreverently—that the spirit 

did not move him very fast, for his sermons were usually 

punctuated by frequent pauses, during which all we heard 

was an occasional “ er-er “ ! 

The story of the first boarder at Bethany, who stayed only 

one night, I have always found a very touching one. Here 

it is as it was told to me by Mr. Samuel many years ago. 

After Mr. Kendon had conducted a day school for the boys 

of Curtisden Green for several years (as related by Frank 

Kendon in his delightful Memoir §E his Father), he received 

a letter from a London acquaintance, asking him to take 

his son as a boarder, and offering him an attractive fee if he 

would consent to receive him. It would have been a welcome 

addition to the few pence contributed weekly by the local 

boys, and arrangements were made for the new boarder to 

come. Mr. Kendon borrowed a handcart and trudged all the 

way to Marden station to meet him and to bring back his tin 

trunk containing his clothes and books. Whilst Mrs. Kendon 

was preparing some tea, the boy was shown his bedroom 

and told to unpack his belongings, which he did at once. 

As he was having his meal, Mr. Kendon went upstairs and 

found the boy’s books arranged neatly on a chest of drawers, 

and on examining them he quickly discovered that the new 

pupil had already advanced a good deal further in his studies 

than he himself had, and he felt that he could not really 

help him. After the boy had gone up to bed, Mr. Kendon 

talked the matter over with Mrs. Kendon, and then they 

both knelt down and prayed for guidance—as their custom 

was—concerning what action they ought to take; and, having 

received such guidance, they went to bed sadly yet serenely. 

Next morning the boy was given his breakfast, and then the 

situation was explained to him, and he re-packed his box, and 

again they trudged to Marden station with his trunk on the 

same borrowed handcart, and so he returned to his London 

home, and that was the end of the first boarder at Bethany ! A 

truly strange beginning to the remarkable story of Bethany’s 

next hundred years, is it not ? It was after this experience 

that Mr. Kendon obtained the assistance of Mr. and Mrs. W. 

A, Benians, both of them experienced London teachers, in 

conducting the academic work of the young school. 

Sometimes I think that J. J. K. would have made a good 

detective. On one occasion, he was returning home to 

“The Firs” from Goudhurst rather late at night, when he 

noticed a light in one of the Bethany bedrooms long after 

lights were supposed to have been collected. (Old boys 

of those days will remember well the “half-hour candles” 

which were the only illumination of the bedrooms and 

which were given out every night after evening prep. They 

were placed on a small bracket in each bedroom, and after 

about 15 or 20 minutes the master on duty came round and 

collected the remaining small “ ends.” But occasionally 

a piece of these “ contraband “ goods would fall into the 

hands of some young rascal. It has always been a source of 

amazement to me that, with all those wooden partitions 

48 between the bedrooms and the flimsy nature of the 

candle brackets, the school was never set on fire and 

burnt to the ground !). Knowing that Mr. Samuel was away 

for the day, on business in London, Mr. Kendon entered 

the school and crept upstairs to the guilty bedroom. Its 

occupants, of course, heard his footsteps on the stairs, 

and hurriedly extinguished the light. But those half-hour 

candles developed a long wick, which, when they were put 

out, emitted a horrible “ reek,” which continued to pervade 

a bedroom for minutes afterwards. So when Mr. Kendon 

entered the bedroom and accused the boys of having had 

an illegal light after hours, they of course vehemently 

denied the accusation, whereupon he exclaimed “But, —er-

er-look at the smell!” And when one cheeky rascal declared 

that he could not see it, the visitor—like Queen Victoria on 

a famous occasion—was decidedly “ not amused,” and dire 

results followed. 

Then there was another occasion, when Mr. Samuel was 

again away for the day on business in London. During the 

morning, Mr. Kendon, being aware of this, came across 

CENTENARY
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to Bethany from “ The Firs “ and was just descending the 

brick steps from the old cricket field, when he noticed J.B., 

the general factotum who looked after the school garden, 

and cleaned the masters’ and the family’s Sunday shoes, 

etc., etc., etc., just coming out of the front gate with the 

sack on his back in which he was in the habit of taking 

the boys’ boots and shoes that needed repair up to the 

cobbler’s shop on “ The Green.” But instead of proceeding 

there by the shortest route, he was walking towards the 

chapel. Thinking it strange that he should prefer to carry 

the heavy sack on two sides of the triangle instead of 

one, Mr. Kendon followed him at a short distance and 

discovered that the sack contained —not boots and shoes 

for repair—but cabbages from the school garden, which 

he was taking to the small public-house (now closed 

and empty) just across from the chapel. Whereupon Mr. 

Kendon “ sacked “ him on the spot! But when Mr. Samuel 

returned from London and heard what had happened, he 

decided that J. B. was too valuable a servant to lose for the 

sake of a few cabbages, and he was soon re-instated. 

And so among these memories of over 60 years ago, there 

remains the memory of a very faithful servant of God, 

who founded not only (as Frank Kendon says) “ a school 

to which now some thousands of men look back with 

affection, a school with a strong and personal tradition,” 

but also the “ Weald of Kent Hop-pickers’ Mission,” which 

for many years did valuable Christian work among the 

thousands of East-enders who in those days came down 

from London every autumn for the hop-picking season. 

All honour to the memory of J. J. K.!  

WILLIAM T. BLAKE 

21st January, 1895 is a day I have never forgotten and 

shall remember as long as I live, for on that day my Father 

brought me, a small boy of eleven, over from Hawkhurst to 

become a weekly boarder at Bethany. Till then the winter 

had been quite mild in Kent, with little or no snow or frost; 

but, as David Kendon, then aged about 15, drove him back 

to Horsmonden station in the old four-wheeled carriage, 

with ancient Tommy between the shafts, it began to snow 

steadily, and it went on snowing, and freezing too, almost 

without cessation, for at least six weeks. All the ponds were 

frozen over, and we had skating and sliding on the Furnace 

Pond at Horsmonden. (Lake Windermere itself was frozen 

over for fully ten weeks before a thaw came). There had not 

been such a very severe wintry spell in England for about 50 

years, nor has there been one like it since. 

I was allotted a bed in the room nearest the top of the 

stairs leading to the upper storey of the block at the 

front of the school. Each of the three bedrooms on this 

corridor contained six beds, and when you added six 

boys as well there was very little room for anything else. 

It is a mystery to me now where we put our clothes after 

we had undressed—probably we laid them on top of our 

bedclothes during those bitterly cold weeks, to get a little 

more warmth. When I rose next morning, I found that in 

order to wash we had to go along to the end of the corridor, 

where seven or eight enamel bowls had been placed on 

a lead-lined shelf in front of the small window looking 

down on the gate into the playground. These bowls 

had been half-filled with water over night, and by the 

morning that water had frozen over, and so we had to 

break the ice before we could wash. Small wonder was it 

that when I reached home on the first Friday evening and 

my Mother began to examine me all over in the way that 

Mothers have, she gave one look at the back of my head 

and then exclaimed in horror stricken tones: “ Whatever 

have you been doing to your neck? “ I replied “ Nothing 

“—an answer which was absolutely correct! It was a grim 

start for an only child who had been rather “ coddled “ 

at home until then! Little did I think I should remain at 

Bethany for 11 1/2 years, as pupil, then pupil teacher and 

finally as a junior master. 

The big boys of the school at that time included, amongst 

others, “ Jos “ Stamp, Macquarie and Butcher. Stamp 

left at the end of the Summer Term of 1895, though still 

not yet 16 years old, having obtained by examination a 

Second Division clerkship in the civil service. His home 

was then at Sidcup, but on reaching London he continued 

his studies in the evenings at Clark’s College, and soon 

gained a brilliant position in the examination for First 

Division Clerks. After that he progressed steadily until 

Mr. Lloyd George became Chancellor of the Exchequer 

and was attracted by Stamp’s great statistical ability; and 

from then on his success was assured, and he became first 

Sir Josiah Stamp and finally Lord Stamp, until during the 

second World War a German bomb destroyed both his 

London home and himself simultaneously. I recall that a 

few years after he left Bethany he returned for a week-end, 
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and on the Sunday conducted the services at the little 

chapel, or at any rate one of them; and he took for his text 

the words of St. Paul in the fourth chapter of his Epistle to 

the Philippians: “ Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are 

true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are 

just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are 

lovely,. . . think on these things.”

 

Macquarie was a burly Scot from the distant Island 

of Mull, and I never understood how his parents ever 

heard of Bethany in that far-off island of the Inner 

Hebrides. Butcher was a tall thin boy, who had a 

strong partiality for pickles and nearly always kept in 

his locker in the top back desk in the Upper School a 

jar of pickled onions or of “Piccalilli” and, when Mr. 

Benians turned his back for a moment to write on the 

blackboard, “ Butch “ would lift the lid of his desk and 

with the aid of a small school fork would pop into his 

mouth a piece of his favourite but unusual delicacy, 

eating it without any bread or other accompaniment. 

Perhaps the consumption of so much food soaked in 

vinegar accounted for his thin-ness. Fortunately Mr. 

Benians never asked him a question whilst his mouth 

was still busily chewing. 

Amongst the other bigger boys were Tom and Bert 

Benians, Bill and Ernest Hatch (of Hawkhurst) and the 

two Gamages (from Leamington)—cousins of the well-

known Holborn firm of sports outfitters—of all of whom 

many vivid memories remain, even after sixty-five years 

have come and gone. But enough for this time! 

WILLIAM T. BLAKE 

MY FIRST TERM
WILLIAM T. BLAKE

  1900  1883

  1890

  REBECCA KENDON  THE KENDON FAMILY 1890
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William Alfred Benians 

was a very remarkable 

man. He was also the 

father of five gifted sons—

four of whom lived to 

become distinguished 

members of four different 

professions—as well as 

three daughters, one of 

whom rose to a very high 

administrative post in 

the West of England, in 

the Queen Victoria Nurses’ Association, and another gave 

many years of devoted service to teaching in the junior 

school at Bethany. But Mr. Benians always maintained that 

Willie, his eldest son, whose untimely death in very early 

manhood he never ceased to mourn, would have proved, if 

he had lived, the most brilliant of them all; but he became 

a victim of that fell and then still unconquered scourge of 
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tuberculosis whilst on a sea voyage in the Pacific Ocean in a 

vain endeavour to regain his health. 

W. A. B. was a born teacher. Although his academic 

qualification—an Associateship of the College of 

Preceptors—if judged by modern standards was somewhat 

slight, he was quite willing, and able too, to teach almost 

any subject, even though his own knowledge of it was very 

limited. Old Boys will no doubt remember his lessons on 

“ political economy,” as it was called at the turn of the 

century, which was regarded as a “ snip “ subject at the 

First Class C.O.P. Examinations. A mere half dozen lessons 

in this subject were quite sufficient to enable one pupil, 

at any rate, to obtain a high mark. I also remember that 

after I had passed the London Matriculation Examination, 

in June, 1900, I had to begin to learn Greek, which was 

at that time still a compulsory subject for the London 

Intermediate Arts Examination; and once every day before 

either morning or afternoon school, I used to walk along 

the road towards Mount Villas, armed with my copy of 

Dr. William Smith’s Initia Graeca Part One, to meet Mr. 

Benians on his way to school, and he then heard me repeat 

the declensions of Greek nouns or part of the conjugations 

of Greek verbs, which I had memorised on the previous 

evening; and I am pretty sure that his knowledge of Greek 

at that time did not extend much beyond the Greek 

alphabet! But one never suspected this at the time. 

His handwriting could be almost copper-plate when he 

chose—as when he inscribed the names of prize-winners in 

book prizes at the end of the year—but when he was writing 

in chalk on the blackboard it often degenerated almost, 

if not quite, into illegibility; and his spelling too was not 

altogether impeccable. On one occasion, during a lesson on 

general elementary science, or “ Heat, Light and Sound “ as 

it was then called, he spelt the word “ gases “ with two s* in 

the middle, and formed the initial letter like a figure eight; 

and when a rash youth inquired what 8 asses were doing 

in a science lesson, he received the acid reply that he was 

undoubtedly one of the asses, and would almost certainly 

become a crossing sweeper when he left school, as it seemed 

the only occupation for which he was fit! (Mr. Benians never 

foresaw the coming of tarmac roads, which eliminated 

all need for the “ profession “ to which he was fond of 

consigning all boys who incurred his wrath). When he gave 

a lesson in handwriting he often used to make us write the 

first four letters of the word “ minute “ in our exercise-books 

some twenty or thirty times, and then to turn the books the 

other way round, whereupon we would easily detect any 

faults in our writing of the four letters, as they should look 

just the same whichever way the book was held. 

His Scripture lessons, of which we had one every morning 

immediately after prayers—not the paltry one, or at most 

two, lessons a week as are now usual in most Grammar 

Schools—were always vivid and practical, like all his 

teaching, and covered a four-year course in Old Testament 

study, running from the beginning of Joshua to the end of 

Second Kings, and in New Testament work a similar course 

on the three synoptic Gospels and the Book of The Acts. He 

never attempted to tackle either the writings of the Hebrew 

Prophets or the Epistles of St. Paul. These scripture lessons 

were often enlivened by touches of humour, intentional 

or not, either on his part or on that of his hearers. On one 

occasion he was dealing with Our Lord’s remark in the 

Sermon on the Mount “ first cast out the beam out of thine 

own eye, and then shall thou see dearly to cast out the 

mote out of thy brother’s eye,” when he suddenly pounced 

on a boy who appeared not to be attending very well, with 

the question: “What kind of a beam did he mean, do you 

think?” and the unfortunate youth answered hastily: “A 

sunbeam, sir,” and was thereafter nicknamed “Sunbeam 

Hardy” for the rest of his stay at Bethany. 

Mr. Benians always acted as the school doctor for minor 

ailments, and his favourite remedies included Gregory 

Powder (in tablets in later years, but formerly in a 

particularly unpleasant liquid form) and Castor Oil in 

extreme cases, and an occasional tablet or two of Aspirin. 

Fortunately we seldom had any very serious illnesses at 

Bethany in those days, thanks probably to its healthy 

position or its very plain diet, or the iron in its water 

(Does the tea ever turn black nowadays, when it has been 

made with water not quite boiling?). The most serious 

MEMORIES OF 
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case I can recall was that of Willie Watson, the second of 

three brothers from Kingston, Jamaica, who developed 

pneumonia, and whose life was in great danger for several 

weeks and was only saved by the devoted nursing of the 

Bethany women-folk. There was of course the famous 

epidemic of mumps which many Old Boys will remember, 

when no fewer than forty-six of the hundred or more 

boarders suffered from that unpleasant and often painful 

complaint. At first an attempt was made to isolate the 

victims, but quite soon the sick bay accommodation 

proved altogether inadequate, so that the disease had to 

be allowed to run its course through the school. During 

the later stages of the epidemic, Mr. Benians conducted a 

“mumps class” of some thirty boys in the Upper School; 

and I can still see him going round the classroom every 

morning with a large paint-brush in one hand and in 

the other a big jam-pot filled with some sticky and evil-

smelling liquid. Each boy in turn had to undo the bandage 

in which his neck was swathed, and then Mr. Benians 

anointed his glands liberally with that loathsome semi-

liquid, after which the bandages were replaced, and the 

lesson was continued! 

W. A. B. had a great fear of rheumatism, and in his opinion 

two of the most heinous crimes we could commit were 

(1) to sit on the grass, even in the driest of summers. (The 

writer can remember being sent to “ stand in the corner “ 

of the Big School for an hour, after he had discovered six of 

us lying on the ground on the Second Eleven cricket pitch 

at the top of the field, after an exhausting game on a hot 

summer’s day; it was quite useless to point out to him that 

one had provided oneself with a couple of cricket pads, on 

which to sit!) and (2) to throw down on the bed, especially 

an unmade bed, a towel which had just been used. These 

were two unforgivable sins. 

During the month of July each summer, after the College 

of Preceptors Examinations were over, it was usual to 

spend much time on physical drill in the open air, and in 

the practice of ambulance work, in preparation for one of 

the two great events in the Bethany year of those days—the 

Exhibition of Hobbies and display of Drill and Ambulance, 

with which the summer term ended. In preparation for 

the ambulance work, Mr. Benians always gave a series of 

half-adozen lessons on its theoretical aspects, including 

several on human anatomy and physiology, and also vivid 

descriptions of the kind of accident with which a Red-

Cross worker might have to deal; and every year as those 

descriptions grew gorier and gorier, and blood flowed like 

water, at least one listener, after gradually growing paler 

and paler, was obliged to Jeave the classroom hurriedly 

before he fainted ! But W. A. B. believed in making us 

realise fully the emergencies we might have to meet when 

called to deal with an accident. 

The other great occasion in the Bethany year was the 

Celebration of 5th November. There were no fireworks, 

but an entertainment at which the fair denizens of the 

Ladies’ College were our honoured guests—the only 

occasion in the year when such intercourse was legally 

authorised. On the Fifth of November, Mr. Benians was 

always in great form. First of all, he wrote for it a play—a 

new one every year, with numerous topical allusions—in 

which he carefully rehearsed the actors for several weeks 

beforehand. He was also an excellent performer in the 

now defunct art of “ shadowgraphy,” in which, using a 

minimum of “ props,” he would throw on the back of 

the screen, merely by working with his hands, life-like 

representations of various animals, etc., etc., whilst the 

audience sat in darkness on the other side of the screen. 

But the high-light of the occasion was the interval, when 

the old covered playground with its corrugated iron roof 

became a veritable fairyland, with lights in coloured 

lanterns everywhere, and filled with well-stocked “ stalls,” 

overflowing with sweets and cakes of all kinds, or flowers, 

or bottles of scent, provided by senior boys who were the 

stall holders; and whose only lawful opportunity this was of 

meeting and entertaining the fair ladies from the College 

whose attractions had “ tangled their eyes.” (Whatever have 

present Bethanians done since the Ladies’ College was 

removed to far-off Cheshire some twenty years ago?). 

I have said that this was the only opportunity for legal 

traffic between the two schools, but on Sundays those 

boys who had sisters at the College were allowed to attend 

the morning service at that well-guarded establishment, 

and this gave plenty of opportunity for an illegal postal 

system, which was often much in use. Occasionally one of 

these epistles from love-lorn boys fell into the hands of the 

redoubtable Miss Rebecca, who then forwarded it to Mr. 

Benians to deal with. His method of “ dealing with it “ on 

more than one occasion was to read it aloud to the whole 

Upper School, in the presence of the unfortunate writer, 

whose blushes grew deeper as the reading proceeded, 

whilst the rest of us howled with laughter (and W. A. B. 

chuckled with glee) at the more tender passages. 

Two more memories of W. A. B. and then I have done. He 

was gifted with many original ideas, and one was to allow 

each senior boy in turn to choose a text from the Bible every 

morning and to write it in large letters on the blackboard at 

the top end of the Upper School. Then at morning prayers 

the Head would turn and read aloud this text, and ask the 

whole school to repeat it after him several times until they 

had memorised it. All went well with this plan until one 

morning, when the Head turned right and discovered on 

the blackboard these words from the Book of Ecclesiastes: 

“ Of making many books there is no end; and much study 

is a weariness of the flesh.” Whereupon, before prayers 

could proceed, we had to listen to a short homily on the 

dangers of becoming a disillusioned pessimist like the 

writer of that book. 

Sometimes his obiter dicta were quite epigrammatic. On one 

occasion during the morning break he passed through the 

dining room, where the masters were having a modest lunch 

of bread and cheese and cold milk. Pausing by the table, W. 

A. B. gazed for a moment on these articles of food and then 

remarked: “ Cheese—yes, good stuff cheese—but to eat it you 

need the digestion of an ox,” and passed on into the kitchen. 

Yes, W. A. B. was indeed a remarkable man and a great 

schoolmaster’ to whom hundreds of Old Bethanians owe 

a debt of honour and gratitude, if not perhaps of affection: 

for his somewhat brusque manner and rather rugged 

appearance (faintly reminiscent, in the writer’s mind, of 

Thomas Carlyle) did not evoke affection so much as respect. 

WILLIAM T. BLAKE   1912

  1904

  1926   1905

  1903
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OUR 
CENTENARY

HOW IT WAS
REPORTED
IN KENT LIFE
MAGAZINE  
IN 1966 
“The school has always been 
fortunate in it’s headmasters, all of 
whom from the founder onwards 
have been dedicated men.” 

“Bethany rests firmly on the triple 
pillars of it’s Christian foundation, 
it’s liberal tradition of happiness 
and well-being, and it’s own 
indefinable but strongly marked 
essential spirit.” 
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RANDOM JOTTINGS BY OLD BETHANIAN HARRY WALTER

CONTINUED...
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...RANDOM JOTTINGS CONTINUED BY OLD BETHANIAN HARRY WALTER

Harry’s original letter 
dated 5/6/61
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THE JJ KENDON PRIZE FOR 
EFFORT 
YEAR 7
OLIVIA JAMES

SPECIAL MENTIONS:  
SUMMER STEWART-WELCH, 
SAFIYA CHETTIAR,  
HARRIETT ALEXANDER  
AND ISABELLE HARKER 

YEAR 8
JAMES DUNCOMBE

SPECIAL MENTIONS:  
EMILY FRASER,  
HELENA MCNAMARA,  
GEORGIA HARKER,  
EMMA KUHEPA  
AND JOSH HUGHES

YEAR 9
LUCY SHAW

SPECIAL MENTIONS:  
MATTHEW KIDDELL,  
HOLLY MCCLURE,  
SAM DENNY  
AND WILLIAM BAKER

YEAR 10
ALEX BOUGHTON

SPECIAL MENTIONS:  
LILY FRASER,  
ROSIE STICKNEY,  
CELESTE AMOS  
AND ALEX DUNCAN 

YEAR 11
SOPHIE LUMSDEN  
AND ETHAN HILL

SPECIAL MENTIONS:  
JAMES CANEY, 
CHARLOTTE ENSOR, 
ARTHUR CAIRNS 
AND BETH KUHEPA 

THE KILBY PRIZE FOR  
JUNIOR ART 
ALICE COLEMAN

THE DOUGLAS PRIZE FOR 
SENIOR ART 
ALEXANDER HILL  
THE TEXTILES PRIZE 
JAMES CANEY

THE MICHAEL WILLIAMS 
PHOTOGRAPHY  
CUP AND PRIZE  
EDDIE AYLMER   

THE STOBART PRIZE FOR 
BUSINESS STUDIES AND 
ECONOMICS
AARON MONK  
 
THE HOOPER’S APPLIED 
BUSINESS STUDIES AND 
FINANCE PRIZE 
BETHANY D’ROSARIO

THE GCSE NOTLEY  
PRIZE FOR CRAFT  
AND DESIGN 
BETH KUHEPA

THE SIXTH FORM SAMUEL 
KENDON PRIZE FOR CRAFT  
AND DESIGN 
ALEXANDER HILL

THE BREACH PRIZE FOR 
INNOVATION 
AARON MONK     

FOOD AND NUTRITION PRIZE 
SOPHIE LUMSDEN     

THE ROCHE PRIZE FOR DRAMA 
CHARLOTTE ENSOR      

THE JUNIOR DRAMA PRIZE 
CLAUDIA HODGKINSON

THE DANCE PRIZE 
DELILAH HUTCHINGS 

THE CHELMSFORD HALL  
CUP AND PRIZE 
PATRICK MCGIVNEY 
GREENSLADE 

THE HELEN MEMORIAL  
CUP AND PRIZE 
WILL HARBY     

THE MCLAREN ENGLISH PRIZE 
MOLLY ELTON

THE JUNIOR ENGLISH PRIZE 
MATTHEW KIDDELL

THE HUNTER ESSAY PRIZE  
RUQAIYAH JARVITON

THE ADLER C.A.R.E. PRIZE 
BEN SANDERSON      

THE SENIOR MEDIA PRIZE
JOSEPH SHERLOCK

GCSE MEDIA PRIZE 
ETHAN HILL 

THE EAL PRIZE  
JOHN TAI

THE MICHAEL DALZIEL 
GEOGRAPHY PRIZE (GCSE) 
WILL GARNER HUTTON   

THE ROGER KIMBER PRIZE FOR 
EFFORT (A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY)
EMILY HILLS

THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF  
ST GEORGE JUNIOR  
HISTORY PRIZE
JAMES CANEY 
   
THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF  
ST GEORGE SENIOR  
HISTORY PRIZE
IZZI HANSON-ABBOTT 
     
THE ALEX WARD MEMORIAL 
PRIZE FOR POLITICS  
WILL NEWSTEAD  

THE LORD STAMP MEMORIAL 
PRIZE FOR GCSE MATHEMATICS   
ARTHUR CAIRNS

THE LORD STAMP MEMORIAL 
PRIZE FOR A LEVEL MATHS   
ASHLEY MA  

THE MASON PRIZE FOR 
LANGUAGES  
MADELEINE PARROTT 
  
THE JAMES MORRISSEY-
CROUCH MUSIC AWARD 
JOHN TAI 
   
THE JAMES HALL MEMORIAL 
PRIZE FOR RS (GCSE)  
SEAN CAMERON    

THE BIOLOGY PRIZE FOR GCSE 
CHERIE TSE  

THE BIOLOGY PRIZE FOR  
A LEVEL 
IZZI HANSON-ABBOTT
    
THE CHEMISTRY PRIZE FOR  
GCSE
ARTHUR CAIRNS 
   
THE CHEMISTRY PRIZE FOR  
A LEVEL
KATY BRADLEY  

THE PHYSICS PRIZE FOR GCSE 
WILSON LAM
 
THE PHYSICS PRIZE FOR  
A LEVEL 
ASHLEY MA

THE STAMPER PRIZE  
(SOCIAL SKILLS HELPFUL)
FERGUS DWYER 
  
THE MAYNARD PRIZE FOR THE 
BEST GCSES  
MAX BROWN

THE ANTHONY CLARKE 
MEMORIAL TROPHY  
(FOR COURAGE)
ELLIE RUSSELL 

THE RICHARD ASHLIN PRIZE
(MIDDLE SCHOOL – FOR 
KINDNESS SHOWN TO OTHERS)  
BETH KUHEPA 
   
THE ROBERT COUPLAND PRIZE 
(FOR ACADEMIC AND SOCIAL 
PROGRESS)
SEYI SOLOLA

THE FENECH CUP 
(FOR BEING COMPASSIONATE 
AND CONSIDERATE)
KATY BRADLEY 

THE ALEX MARKS TROPHY FOR 
ENDEAVOUR  
JOE BATEMAN

THE TIMOTHY SEDGEWICK CUP 
(COURAGE IN THE FACE OF 
ADVERSITY) 
IZZI HANSON-ABBOTT

THE ROSS TURNBULL PRIZE 
(FOR SERVICE TO THE 
COMMUNITY)
ALEXANDER HILL

THE TURING PRIZE FOR 
COMPUTER SCIENCE
WILLIAM STONEHAM 

Prizes & Awards
Prizes & Awards 
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