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      This year has been dominated 
by Covid-19, Bethany has 
responded to this magnificently 
and remains as resilient as ever. 
Mr Francie Healy Headmaster

Headmaster’s  

Welcome

As has become the norm, new boarders arrived in Bethany 
a few days before the new School year started and settled in 
very well. On the first night of term Mrs Healy and I visited 
the boarding houses to welcome back the boarders and it 
is always great to see some familiar faces happy to be back 
at Bethany.

At the end of the first week, we had our athletic sports 
event. Once again, the pupils took part enthusiastically 
and competitively in the various athletic events. Later on 
that evening, we had a most enjoyable wine and canapés 

event for new parents and afterwards we launched our new 
School video titled ‘To Be Known To Be You’ which was very 
warmly received indeed. It showed that our core aim is to 
allow the pupils to be the best versions of themselves. 

The new pupils settled in seamlessly. The fine weather of 
course helped, but so also did the genuine warmth and 
sincerity shown by the staff and pupils.

The following week saw the School take part in its annual 
School walk around the countryside raising money for 

Headmaster’s Welcome
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charities as part of our annual Charities Day. We received 
many compliments from local residents on how well our 
pupils obeyed the countryside code. 

Our first Open Morning of the year took place on Saturday 
21st September and we had record numbers of prospective 
parents attend.
 
Towards the end of September, we had a circus skills 
workshop in Bethany for Year 7 pupils which they enjoyed 
enormously. How times have changed since I was at School!

For the second year running, our Year 11 musicians 
organised a Music festival that created a wonderful, relaxed 
atmosphere around campus. 

Bethany gladly hosted a GCSE Computer Science day for 
teachers, and we had teachers attend from all over the country 
who were very impressed with our facilities and campus.

The Sixth Form Careers Fair took place on Friday 4th 
October and was another outstanding success. We had 
three keynote speakers in addition to the 26 companies 
who gave advice to our pupils. 

The heavy rain at the end of September meant that many 
rugby pitches were unplayable, however we were delighted 
to host an under 12 rugby tournament for Cranbrook, 
Tunbridge Wells and Sevenoaks rugby clubs in early 
October. Everyone present was hugely complimentary 
about our facilities and location and it is good that we are 
regularly reminded about just how picturesque a setting we 
are lucky enough to be based in.

Our second Open Morning of the year happened in mid-
October and it was also a great success with very high 
numbers attending. Later on that week, we raised several 
hundred pounds for the charity Water Aid which aims to 
provide clean water to children around the world. Half Term 
saw our senior rugby team go on a rugby tour to Croatia 
which was greatly enjoyed. I was informed by many pupils 
on their return that what happens on a rugby tour stays on 
the rugby tour. Ignorance is indeed bliss sometimes!

I received the admiration of Year 8 pupils at their  
“Jaws n Claws” workshop when I allowed a snake to wrap 
itself around me. 

Headmaster’s Welcome 

The senior rugby team in Croatia
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We had our annual Remembrance Service in Chapel to pay 
tribute to those who died representing this great country 
in World Wars and once again, our pupils were impeccably 
behaved. 

There was a great Years 7 to 9 disco organised by FOBS on 
Friday 15th November. All the proceeds went to the afore 
mentioned charity Water Aid and a great time was had by all. 

The following week saw some thought-provoking Drama 
performances from our GCSE Drama pupils. The acting 
was of an incredibly high standard and this was only 
surpassed by the sheer enjoyment and confidence that the 
pupils displayed by being on stage.

The Christmas Music concert took place in early December 
and as usual I marvelled at the musical talents of our 
pupils on display. Nationally, of course, December was 
dominated by the general election. We had our own 
election in School where the sixth form pupils outlined the 
policies of the main political parties. Conservatives got the 
majority of votes as they did in the national election. 

The last few weeks of the Autumn term were of course 
dominated by various Christmas parties and some of our 
Musicians performed at the Goudhurst Christmas Fair. 
On the first Saturday in December, the annual Anthony 
Clarke Memorial rugby match took place between our first 
XV and Tunbridge Wells Rugby Club. This year, the visitors 
prevailed, thereby levelling the series at two wins each.

The last three days of term were particularly busy. The 
Carol Service took place in Cranbrook on the final 
Wednesday and once again it was superb. The boarders 
had their annual Christmas dinner the following night 
and on the last day on term we had our annual Christmas 
Jumper Day as well as traditional Christmas lunch with all 
monies raised going to the Save the Children charity. 

Just after the end of term, Frances and I travelled to 
Morocco for three days on School business and as a family, 
we attended my nephew’s wedding in Ireland on the 30th 
December. Both were most enjoyable events.

In mid-January we had two sets of Chinese pupils visit. The 
first group of 10 was the second part of our exchange which 
started in October 2018 and a smaller group of five pupils 
spent just over a week with us towards the end of January. 
Indeed, as the smaller group left, we had to supply them 
with face masks as they were nervous of going to Heathrow 
airport without face coverings as news was just beginning 
to filter through of a virus outbreak in Wuhan in China. 
Little did we realise the impact that this would have on 
everybody’s lives around the world.

The sixth form cultural society, the Pengelly Society, 
continued to host half termly meetings and in January 
former pupil, Charlie Bluett, who works in special effects, 
entertained them with an interesting and humorous 
account of his working life. 

As January progressed, the whole School production took 
centre stage and it was clear from the rehearsals that this 
year’s production, Hairspray, would be the best one yet – and 
so it proved to be. The props and the set were of a professional 
standard thanks to the generosity of one of our parents. 

At the end of January, we were informed by the Department 
of Education that Bethany was judged to be the 23rd best 
School in the country with regard to A Level progress last 
year. This put us in the top 0.5% of Schools nationally. 
Enormous credit for this must go to our dedicated staff 
and hardworking pupils. 

Just before half term in February, we had an eventful start 
to our week. We suffered a power cut about 1pm on Sunday 
afternoon and it did not return until 3pm on the Monday. We 
were unable to operate the School and therefore our day pupils 
had an extra day at home. Our boarders did not seem to mind 
as they had a most enjoyable day in Bluewater shopping centre 
and on their return they went for a meal in Tunbridge Wells. 
They all said it was much better than being in School! 

The third Open Morning of the year took place in early February 
and once again it was very well attended. The following week 
saw the School focus on learning how to stay safe on the 
internet when we reiterated to our pupils best practice on 
taking care of themselves online. We also had Dave Parvin from 
DrugSense UK come into Bethany and give presentations to 
pupils and parents about the dangers of drugs. 

During half term, we had two overseas trips, both to Italy. 
The Art trip went to Florence and the ski trip went to 
Tonale. All attendees had a great time.

Half term restarted with panic increasing in Europe with 
regard to Coronavirus.  The pupils who had travelled to 

Headmaster’s Welcome
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Italy during half term were judged to be at risk and as 
we had had 50 pupils travel there, I sought advice from 
NHS 101. Thankfully, I am an experienced Headmaster 
and if I hear something that does not make sense, I have 
the confidence to question it. As it turned out, the NHS 
gave me incorrect advice, and when I challenged it, I was 
informed that my original supposition was correct. The 
pupils who returned from Italy were temperature checked 
daily, and sent home if they had symptoms. It was at this 
time that I started reporting daily to the parents about 
how each day had progressed and this further increased 
the ongoing level of trust between parents and the School. 
Thankfully, all our pupils escaped the virus.

At the end of February, we held our annual Festival of 
Scholars evening that was simply wonderful. As I said at 
the time, what impressed me the most was the modest 
sincerity and eloquence of our Scholars. It was a lovely 
atmosphere throughout the evening, and there was 
excellence to celebrate everywhere. 

The annual FOBS sponsored Fish n Chips quiz evening took 
place in early March. There was plenty of wine and a good deal 
of knowledge. Given Brexit, if you can remember that, it was 
appropriate that the winning team was called “The Exiteers”. 
They were composed of parents of Year 13 pupils as well as 
other parents whose children had left Bethany in recent years.

Just prior to lockdown, I spent a most enjoyable evening 
with some Alumni in London at the London Bridge Hotel. 
It was great to meet some familiar faces. It is always nice to 
reminisce with like-minded people. 

Of course, Bethany had to close on Friday March 20th just 
like all other Schools in the country. Our high natural levels 
of IT skills meant that Bethany pupils and staff were able 
to adjust to remote teaching and learning excellently. We 
used the medium of Microsoft Teams and we have received 

wholesome praise from our parents and pupils and 
indeed were the envy of many a School given our apparent 
seamless transition to distance learning.

In early April, we received confirmation from the Office of 
Qualifications and Examinations Regulations (Ofqual) that 
GCSE and A Level examinations would not take place this 
year and that teachers would be required to give each pupil 
assessed grades instead.
 
Bethany continued to be a remote teaching and learning 
School for the Summer Term. For my part I started to 
record weekly assemblies so that pupils could be reminded 
of what I looked like on a weekly basis!

The normal Monday May bank holiday was changed to the 
Friday of the same week so that the country could celebrate 
the 75th Anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE) Day. Due to 
the lockdown, the celebrations were muted. 

Bethany had a number of firsts in the Summer term. On 
Tuesday 19th May, we had our very first e-Open Morning.  
In June we had several successful electronic parent-teacher 
meetings, we had a well received remote Speech Day as well 
as a highly appreciated webinar for prospective parents 
wanting to know more details about what their children 
would need to plan for in September.

The presence of Covid-19 has meant that we have had to 
restructure quite a lot of what we do in preparation for the 
restart in September. Our timetable has been reshaped so 
that it minimises pupil movement throughout the day and 
in order to help pupils get used to it this was successfully 
introduced in the middle of June. I was very impressed 
with how resilient our staff and pupils were in coping with 
the changes which were introduced. Pupil movement 
throughout the site will be primarily one way in September 
and given how buoyant the Bethany community is, we will 
just roll up our sleeves and get on with it. We are lucky in 
that we have a spacious site and relatively few pupils with 
wonderful surrounding countryside. We will be able to 
adapt well to the “new normal”.

The GCSE and A Level results were very encouraging. All of 
our pupils got the grades they deserved and at the time of 
writing, all of our A Level pupils have got their necessary 
university places. The main decision now is whether to 
take it up this year or to defer it for 12 months.

The board of Governors has given me great guidance and 
support in this most challenging of years. They hold me to 
account and give me the necessary support and challenge 
as the occasion demands. 

Coordinating this magazine is an onerous task and I 
would like to thank our new Marketing Manager, Lizzie 
Norman, for doing this in such a calm, unassuming but 
effective way. 

Art trip to Florence & Rome

Headmaster’s Welcome 
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Kendon

  Founded in 1866, 
Kendon is the oldest 
House in Bethany 
School and the original 
School House. 

Co-Heads of House
William Howell 
Archie Niell

Monitors
Alejandro Borrego 
Mahiques

Tony Chen 
Harry Ip
Carson Lujan 
Harvey Mo

Number of pupils

70

Our Houses

I was one of the first Year 7s to join Kendon House from the start of my 

boarding experience. Previously, all Year 7s and 8s were in Todmans, which 

is now a day room. I felt very lucky indeed to go straight into Kendon as I 

immediately discovered how friendly the House is. As a weekly boarder, it 

became my second home.  

In Year 10 I was very proud to become a Monitor. I was one of the youngest 

members of the team that year, before being appointed Co-Head of House 

this year, along with my good friend Archie. 

Over the years that I have been in Kendon, there have been numerous 

outings, but my favourite was the Christmas party in Year 7, when we went 
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made him proud of the person I’ve 

become, and I’ll always be proud to 

be a Kendonian. #AlwaysKendon

William Howell, 
Co-Head of House

I joined Kendon when I was just 11. I 

was shy and nervous, but when I saw 

how welcoming Mr Vickerman and 

the whole House was, I knew this was 

the House for me.

I could tell straight away that all the 

staff in Kendon wanted (and still 

want) to help me to become the 

best version of myself. Boarding in 

Kendon has taught me that I can open 

up to my teachers about how I feel, 

and that they always want to hear my 

side of the story so they can support 

me, even when I got into a tight spot! 

I also believe that Kendonians are 

always inspired to become good 

people, who are independent and 

care for each other.

Our Houses 

go-karting. We have also been out 

for numerous meals throughout 

the years which is great as we get 

to eat lots of different cuisines, but 

my favourite was always Frankie & 

Benny’s!

Speaking of food, I want to say a 

big thank you to Dr Vickerman for 

all the birthday cakes she makes 

for all the boarders. As my birthday 

is in the summer holidays, I never 

had the embarrassment of having 

‘Happy birthday’ sung to me, so I 

thankfully just got to enjoy eating 

everyone else’s cakes.

As I move on to the Sixth Form, I 

would like to say a massive thank 

you to all the House staff past and 

present, especially Mr Thomas 

and Karen, and of course, to Mr 

Vickerman. He has always pushed 

me to become a better person, and 

he has a saying in Kendon: “We 

want to prepare you for life and to 

become gentlemen”. I hope I’ve 

I was given the role of Co-Head 

of House with my good friend 

Will. When we were younger, we 

always knew we wanted to do the 

job together and, because we have 

been in Kendon the longest now, 

we know so many housemates, old 

and new. If there was ever a problem 

or misunderstanding, or even just 

someone upset in the House,  

Will and I enjoyed supporting  

Mr Vickerman, and we would even 

try to help fix things ourselves 

sometimes.

I am so thankful to Mr Vickerman,  

Dr Vickerman, Mr Thomas and Karen 

for everything they’ve done for me 

over the years and for always being 

there for all the Kendonians. Kendon 

is definitely the best House and when 

I leave, I will miss more than just 

being in a boarding House, I will miss 

my second family. #AlwaysKendon    

Archie Niell, 
Co-Head of House
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The Mount

 Once a Mountie, 
Always a Mountie. 

Head of House
Harry Chambers

Deputy Head of House
Theo Von Halasz

House Officials
Aaron Parker 
Haytham Qarajouli

Number of pupils

55

Our Houses

This year The Mount was a weekly boarding house, yet that did not hold back 

the boarders and day pupils from creating a wonderful community. This was 

no better illustrated than at The Mount Christmas party, where 50 of the 55 

boys attended a brilliant evening involving karaoke, a tex-mex themed meal, 

and a professional magician. Observing the interaction that evening between 

staff and pupils, the support and good humour they have for one another and 

the fun had by all, was a real privilege. Strong communities do not happen by 

accident; they take perseverance, patience, tolerance and respect, attributes 

pupils in The Mount have in abundance.

Anthony Khan 
Housemaster
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When I started as Head of House at 
The Mount, I knew that I would have 
a big role to play in the House and 
that I would be looked up to by other 
pupils. I was very thankful to be given 
this position, as there was a lot of 
responsibility ahead of me, but I was 
ready to take it on. I had great support 
from my peers in Year 11 who were also 
House Officials. There were new boys 
who joined the House from Years 7 to 9 
and they fitted in straight away, making 
the House even more diverse.

Over the course of the year we have 
been on quite a few trips out, such as 
eating at Nando’s, watching Gemini 
Man at the cinema and having pizza 
from Domino’s. We had a festive 
Christmas party in the function 
suite which included delicious food, 
karaoke and a fantastic magician. We 
had the choice to go to McDonalds 
or KFC before we watched Gemini 
Man at the cinema, with Will Smith 
playing the main character. It was 
a great movie which everyone really 
enjoyed. We even had takeaways 
some evenings if there was an Open 

Day the next morning, or if it was 
a special occasion. Domino’s and 
kebabs were the favourites!

As a House, we did lots of things 
together in the evenings. Some 
evenings we would play games on the 
Wii and PS4, and others we would 
watch a movie in the common room. 
We also had the option to play games 
in the games room, such as pool, 
table tennis and table football. The 
Mount football in the sports hall 
continued Monday evenings in which 
everyone was very eager to compete, 
in a competitive but fair spirit.

We were all very sad to see the year 
get cut short. Mrs Khan was partway 
through her cookery class rota and 
some of us missed it – very sad as it’s 
been a big hit over the years!

The Mount would not have been 
able to function this past school 
year without certain individuals like 
Mr Khan and his family, Mandy our 
lovely housekeeper, Mr Henson, Mr 
Forde and all the House tutors who 

Our Houses 

regularly gave up their time and joined 
the boarders’ events. In February, 
The Mount had to say goodbye to Mr 
Henson, as he was robbed from us 
to became Assistant Housemaster in 
Pengelly. The loss was short-lived as 
thankfully we welcomed Mr Forde as our 
new Assistant Housemaster. He looked 
after us very well and was very keen for 
us to do exercise, even starting a fitness 
circuit at 7 o’clock in the morning.

Overall, my experience of being 
Head of House for The Mount was 
very exciting, and it taught me to 
look out for others and help where 
I can, even if I am not benefitting 
from the situation. Looking back 
on the characters in the House, it’s 
incredible that so many different 
personalities of different ages all got 
on so well, but we did. I look forward 
to visiting the House when I move 
into sixth form. I will not forget the 
memories that I made in the House. 
Once a Mountie, always a Mountie!  

Harry Chambers, 
Head of House
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Old Poplars

 Sometimes we behave like children, 
sometimes like young ladies. Sometimes we 
laugh, sometimes we cry. Sometimes we struggle 
and sometimes we climb. Whatever we do, 
we are on this journey together. Old Poplars 
girls and staff working in unison, supporting 
each other on our different paths. We strive for 
respect, kindness and tolerance. Our reward? 
Inner peace, joy and long-lasting friendships. 

Heads of House
Claudia Martín Vicente 
Vivi Zeng

Number of pupils

81

Our Houses

Staying one more year here at Bethany 
brought more memories, friends, 
new opportunities and adventures. 
Many of the girls from the previous 
year came back and we were all 
very pleased to see each other after 
the summer holidays. We also got 
to meet other faces that weren’t as 
familiar with new girls coming from 
France, Spain, Russia and many 
other locations. As the Old Poplars 
community always does, pupils 
together with the staff, helped the 
girls to settle in quickly, and make 
their time boarding as enjoyable as 
possible.

We started the year strong with the 
annual charity walk. We raised £1,354 
for the charity Rape Crisis. Rape 
Crisis is a charity from East Kent 
which helps anyone (women, men or 
children) that has been affected by 
any kind of sexual violence by offering 
emotional support.

Once winter approached, we 
celebrated by decorating the 
house with lights and Christmas 
decorations that some of the girls 
made with Danielle, the gap pupil. 
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Our Houses 

The week before breaking up for the 
Christmas half term, we distributed 
secret Santa presents and ate 
chocolate rabbits! This same week, 
we went to a dinner for all boarders 
at the canteen where we had some 
delicious food, and we sadly had to 
say goodbye to Danielle. She was a 
very joyful person that brought fun to 
the boarding house and spent many 
Sunday evenings cooking.

Later on in the year, we celebrated 
Chinese New Year. All the Old 
Poplars’ house staff and boarders, 
together with Harmony and Miss 
Bullock went to have dinner at a 
Chinese restaurant near Maidstone.

We had a lovely time where we all 
enjoyed the food and read nice 
messages that we had written 
anonymously to each other and put 
into envelopes that were handed out 
with some chocolates at the table.

I (Claudia Martín Vicente) joined 
Bethany at the start of Year 10 in 
September 2018. I thought my first 
weeks were going to be quite tough, 
but the Old Poplars family warmly 
welcomed me to the boarding 

community, which was something 
new for me, and helped me improve 
my English.

As I progressed through Year 10, 
I decided to stay for Year 11 and 
to not be able to finish the year, 
due to Covid-19, was both sad and 
disappointing. We all had to say 
goodbye three months earlier than 
planned, but I am still taking with me 
the best of my experience.

Boarding at Old Poplars has taught 
me many life lessons. I became 
more independent; I met amazing 
people and I created some life-long 
friendships.

Therefore, I wanted to say thank you 
to all the Old Poplars staff. Especially 
to Karina, for being such an amazing 
Housekeeper, and taking such good 
care of each one of us. Miss Bridge, 
Mrs Wareham and Ms MacRae for 
all their help, but also for being so 
patient.

Old Poplars is a supporting, caring 
and loving family that I am very much 
going to miss. I would love to stay in 
touch with everyone in this house as 
they were my second family for these 
two years. 

Claudia Martín Vicente, 
Head of House
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Pengelly

 Gone but not forgotten. 
Pengelly for life. 

Heads of House
Dan Akowe 
Oliver Hales

Number of pupils

60

I joined Pengelly House five years 
ago and it has been an unforgettable 
experience from start to finish that 
I will cherish for the rest of my life. 
Of the many amazing staff that 
contributed to my unforgettable 
Pengelly experience, I have to give 
a special thanks to Mr Hughes, the 
best Housemaster by far, a man 
whose unlimited love and positive 
outlook on life made even the worst 
days bearable. I must also thank 
Jacky, the most caring, patient, and 
kindest person I have ever met. 

It is a well-known fact amongst 
those in the House that just being 
in Pengelly increases attractiveness, 
intelligence, and charm, and I 
can already feel this lacking since 
being away. Those are not the only 
benefits of being part of the House. 
Pengelly is truly a family unit. There 
is always someone available to talk 
to, and nobody is ever left out of the 
loop. The House has an infectious 
hospitable feeling that makes you 

Our Houses
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Our Houses 

I joined Pengelly in Year 7. Mr 
Hughes and the other House staff 
were like a family to all the pupils 
boarding in Pengelly, and I feel 
privileged to have had them to guide 
me through the last five years. As a 
House, we would go out on trips to 
local restaurants such as Marden’s 
local Indian, the Taj of Kent. These 
outings would bring the House 
together for a nice meal and to 
socialise with each other. There 
were many different qualities Mr 
Hughes and the staff members of 
Pengelly had which helped a huge 
deal through many times, such as 
preparation for exams. There was 
always someone there to listen to you 
when or if you needed it. 

I am sad to see the House empty and 
no longer filled with the pupils who 
used to occupy it. The memories 
made and experiences had in 
Pengelly will not be forgotten and 
will be with me for the rest of my life. 
I would like to thank Mr Hughes, 
Jacky, Mr Clough, and the other staff 
members who were a part of my 
time in Pengelly, for all the help they 
gave me and the other pupils in the 
boarding community. 

Oliver Hales, 
Head of House

feel welcome from the offset. We also 
have our many food events that this 
year included the Taj and Domino’s 
on multiple occasions.
 
Mr Cooper and the worst FIFA 
player in history, aka Mr Henson, 
completed the dream team with Mr 
Hughes to take charge of the House. 
This trio kept the House running 
smoothly while keeping the fun 
Pengelly spirit intact.

As I am sure everybody will agree it 
is a sad sight to see the House close 
down, but we will all remember the 
extraordinary times had and memories 
made in the best House in the School. 

Pengelly for life!

Dan Akowe, 
Head of House
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The Orchard

Head of House
Will Craggs

Number of pupils

37

  Only I wasn’t 
steering anything, not 
even myself. 

House Committee
Katherine Bradley 
Jack Brown 
Connie Chan 
Fergus Dwyer 
Freyja Qarajouli 
Will Sabri

Sylvia Plath, The Bell Jar

Well, what a year.

After saying goodbye to a hugely 
successful bunch of Year 13s last year 
(top 0.5% of the country in terms of 
A Level value added), and sending 
them off to universities from Spain to 
France and then in the UK everywhere 
from Dundee to Canterbury and all 
points in between, hopes were high 
for our current batch. How cruelly 
fate would intervene.

To start with, of course, there was 
no sign of the drama to come. There 
was the cerebral boarders’ outing in 
September to Chartwell, allowing the 
boarders to get a glimpse into the life 
of Churchill.  

We enjoyed our usual early year 
pilgrimage to the Marden Tandoori, 
driven in our convoy of mini-buses 
and attended by almost all of the staff 
including our recent acquisition from 
Kendon, Kevin – more of him later.  
The majority went for something safe 
like a bhuna or a korma, but the hardy 
few braved a vindaloo – not everyone 
quite managed to complete the task!
We had our Christmas outing to the 
Escape Rooms in Gravesend – the 
House Committee decided that it had 
been so good last year that we would 
go again. Last year only one group 
successfully escaped – this year we had 
a 100% improvement on that! Both the 

Our Houses
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LOOP and Prison Van groups escaped, 
so congratulations to Lottie Ansell, 
William Brown, Isabella Carlini, Will 
Craggs, Jeremy Daubeny, Johnny 
Davies, Felix Hearn, Marcus Hobson, 
Benjamin Kong and James McQueen.

The usual sixth form Christmas dinner 
and cinema trip was as popular as 
ever, with the films this year being 21 
Bridges, Frozen 2 and Le Mans (I saw 
Frozen 2, since you ask).

The General Election in December was 
marked with a School-wide election, 
which The Orchard boarders, especially 
those involved with Politics, played a full 
part in organising. We also enjoyed wine 
and nibbles on the night itself, gathering 
just before ten for the exit poll result 
and waiting up for the first of the actual 
results to come in and give an indication 
of the way things were going.

Over Christmas we turned our minds 
to the mocks, and by the time they 
were done and dusted with results 
given and feedback digested, we were 
into February and the first rumours 
started reaching us of Covid-19. Still, 

Our Houses 

it was an entire world away, and these 
outbreaks happen all the time, so 
there’s no way it’ll affect us, surely…

Our committee were giving thought 
to what to spend our House budget 
on: water cooler and dispenser, coffee 
machine, dart board, table tennis 
table, a whole House night out? All of 
these and more were discussed, but 
no firm decisions.

And then, it happened. No end of 
teaching and learning courses, no 
revision, no exams, no Leavers’ Ball, 
no Leavers’ Chapel, no Speech Day, 
no tearful but relieved goodbyes 
at the end of the exam period, not 
even the chance for the traditional 
informal House photo. Just nothing, 
except pupils rushing around to 
organise hurried flights home and 
disappearing, sometimes quite 
literally in the middle of the night.

To have the rug pulled out from under 
them was very hard for the pupils, 
especially our Year 13s who get no 
chance to put things right at School next 
year.  They have missed out on so much 

and it is entirely to their credit that they 
responded in the mature and pragmatic 
way that they did. I wish them every 
success for the future and hope that we 
are able to arrange some events next year 
which allow us to say goodbye properly.

On the plus side, we were delighted to 
welcome Duff #3 into the world, with 
the arrival of Eliza Lagunawa on June 
11th.  The whole family is doing very 
well, although being outnumbered 
four to one means that Mr Duff’s 
chances of ever getting to the TV to 
watch Manchester United are now 
even slimmer than before!

Lastly, we said ave atque vale to several 
members of staff this year; our cleaners, 
Jean (who’d been here since William 
the Conqueror was a small boy), Kevin 
and Coral all left, and we wish them 
well.  The rest of us are still here, though, 
and Ms Smart, Mr Duff, Maxine, Louise, 
Jakub and I all look forward to a brighter 
(although evidently far from normal) 
year in 2020-21.  

Simon Davies, 
Housemaster
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Oliver Andrew
A levels: Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics 
Next: UEA, Biomedicine

Harvey Butler-Frost
A levels: Technical Level IT: 
Scripting and App Programming 

Jack Brown
A levels: Business Studies, 
English Literature and Religious 
Studies 

John Choi
A levels: Business Studies and 
Mathematics 
Next: City University - Business 
Management

Lottie Ansell
A levels: Art Textile, Art Design 
and Design & Technology 
Awards: The Textiles Prize
Next: Falmouth University - 
Textile Design

Connie Chan
A levels: Mathematics, Biology 
and Chemistry 
Next: University of Surrey - 
Nutrition and Dietetics

Jack Bartram
A levels: Applied Business Studies 
Extended Certificate, Design & 
Technology and Media Studies 
Awards: The Hooper’s Applied 
Business Studies and Finance 
Prize, The Samuel Kendon 
Prize for Craft and Design and 
The Fenech Cup (for being 
compassionate and considerate)
Next: Oxford Brookes University 
- Business Enterprise and 
Entrepreneurship

Anson Chan
A levels: Applied Business 
Studies Extended Certificate, 
Chinese and Level 3 Certificate in 
Financial Studies 
Next: Birkbeck, University of 
London - Criminology and 
Criminal Justicep

Upper Sixth Leavers

Upper Sixth 
Leavers
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Upper Sixth Leavers 

Ben Clements
A levels: Photography, 
Business Studies and Design & 
Technology 
Next: Oxford Brookes University 
- Construction Project 
Management

Lolly Discombe
A levels: Business Studies, 
English Literature and Biology
Awards: DofE Gold and the Ross 
Turnbull Prize (for service to the 
community)
Next: University of Leicester - 
Psychology

Will Craggs
A levels: Economics, History and 
Politics 
Awards: The Stobart Prize for 
Business Studies and Economics
Next: Loughborough University - 
Economics

Thomas Golding
A levels: Economics, History, 
Politics and Religious Studies 
Awards: The Royal Society of St 
George Senior History Prize and 
DofE Gold
Next: University of Leicester - 
Contemporary History

Jeremy Daubeny
A levels: Photography, Design & 
Technology and EPQ 
Awards: The McLaren English 
Prize, the Senior Media Prize, the 
Kelly Politics Prize, DofE Gold and 
the Edward Hayward Memorial 
Prize for the Head of School
Next: Taking a gap year before 
studying Politics, Philosophy 
and Economics at the University 
of Exeter

Estrella Guo
A levels: Art Textile, Art Design 
and Design & Technology 
Awards: The Textiles Prize
Next: University of the Arts 
London, Costume for Theatre 
and Screen

Johnny Davies
A levels: Art Textile, Art Design 
and Design & Technology 
Awards: The Michael Williams 
Photography Cup and Prize and 
the Breach Prize for Innovation
Next: Arts University 
Bournemouth - Commercial 
Photography

Oliver Hamill
A levels: Applied Business 
Studies Extended Certificate 
and Level 3 Certificate in 
Financial Studies 
Next: Bristol UWE, Business and 
Events Management

Erieann Denyer
A levels: Art Textile and Art 
Design
Next:: UCA Canterbury - 
Foundation in Art and Design

Eleanor Hardwick
A levels: Art Textile and Art 
Design 
Awards: The Douglas Prize for 
Senior Art
Next: Arts University 
Bournemouth - Interior 
Architecture and Design
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Lucas Murphy
A levels: Technical Level 
IT: Scripting and App 
Programming, Mathematics and 
Further Mathematics

Abbie Lancaster
A levels: Photography, Business 
Studies and Physical Education 
Awards: The Senior 
Sportswoman Award and 
Kirkbright Captain’s Cup

Felix Hearn
A levels: Mathematics, Biology 
and Physics 
Awards: The Physics Prize for  
A level
Next: Nottingham Trent University 
- Mechanical Engineering

J’nique Lewin
A levels: Technical Level 
IT: Scripting and App 
Programming, Biology and 
Chemistry 
Next: De Montford University, 
Biomedical Science

Marcus Hobson
A levels: Mathematics, Further 
Mathematics and Chemistry 
Awards: The Chemistry Prize for 
A level and the William Ruzzak 
Memorial Prize for the Deputy 
Heads of School
Next: York University - 
Biochemistry

Eric Liang
A levels: Art Design, 
Photography, Mathematics, 
Spanish and Chinese 
Awards: The Lord Stamp 
Memorial Prize for A level 
Mathematics
Next: Falmouth University - 
Game Art

Anthony Knight
A levels: Applied Business 
Studies Extended Certificate, 
Level 3 Certificate in Financial 
Studies and EPQy 
Awards: The Stamper Prize and 
DofE Gold
Next: Tyneside South Shield 
College, Newcastle, Level 3 
Marine pre-cadetship course

Sebastian Lund
A levels: Business Studies, 
Geography and Physical 
Educationy 
Awards: The Roy Farquarson 
Trophy for Senior Sportsman
Next: Gap Year – Ski season in 
Vail, Colorado USA

Upper Sixth Leavers

Upper Sixth 
Leavers
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Upper Sixth Leavers 

Joseph Rourke
A levels: Applied Business 
Studies Extended Certificate 
and Level 3 Certificate in 
Financial Studies 
Next: St Mary’s University, 
Twickenham - Chelsea Football 
Club Foundation Coaching and 
Development

Maia Saad
A levels: English Literature, 
Media Studies and Biology 
Awards: The Biology Prize for A 
level
Next: University of Exeter - 
Anthropology with Study Abroad

Alexia Pickett
A levels: History, French, Politics 
and EPQ 
Awards: The Mason Prize for 
French and the William Ruzzak 
Memorial Prize for the Deputy 
Heads of School
Next: University of Southampton 
- French and History

Daniel Smith
A levels: Art Design, Business 
Studies and Design & 
Technology 
Next: Oxford Brookes University, 
Architecture

Freyja Qarajouli
A levels: Art Design, Business 
Studies, Biology and EPQy 
Awards: DofE Gold
Next: Bournemouth University, 
Anthropology

Kieron Tang
A levels: Business Studies, 
Design & Technology, 
Geography and EPQ 
Awards: The Roger Kimber Prize 
for Effort (A level Geography) and 
DofE Gold
Next: Oxford Brookes University 
– Geography / International 
Relations

Nelly Rabbetts
A levels: English Literature and 
Media Studies

Belle Zhou
A levels: Art Textile, Photography 
and Applied Business Extended 
Certificate 
Awards: The Robert Coupland 
Prize (for academic and social 
progress) and the EAL Prize
Next: University of the Arts 
London - Fashion Public 
Relations and Communication

Harrison Riddiford
A levels: Applied Business 
Studies Extended Certificate, 
Level 3 Certificate in Financial 
Studies and Physics AS level 
Awards: The Textiles Prize
University - Air Transport with 
Commercial Pilot Trainingn
Next: Buckinghamshire New 
University, Air Transport with 
commercial pilot training
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Inter House  
Competitions  
This year some of the normal 
events that form the competition 
for the Jessell Shield were not 
able to run, however in their 
place, some new remote tasks 
were still hotly contested.

Inter House Competitions

Having won the competition for the last two years, Roberts 

were looking to defend their crown and were led by Mrs 

Shapland, Nelly Rabbetts and Maia Saad. While Mr Reilly, 

Lottie Ansell and Jack Bartram represented Kiplings, and 

Mr Cuthbert, Lolly Discombe and Kieron Tang represented 

Speakers. All six of these pupils were relied upon heavily 

by staff, and they all represented their Houses with 

distinction, acting as excellent role models to pupils lower 

down the school. 
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With the end of the school year disrupted, several KRS 
challenges took place remotely. These were aimed at 
providing some light relief during lockdown but were 
nevertheless fiercely competitive. Pupils and staff had 
to unveil the most surprising item, tell the best joke and 

get an egg into a cup without breaking it. Outstanding 
entries were consistently received from William Edmeades 
Stearns, Serena Gautier, Amy Hanson-Abbott, Matthew 
Jones and Lucy Shaw. Overall it was Roberts who won these 
challenges.  

Inter House Competitions 

Sports Afternoon

Remote Challenges

Sports Afternoon is one of the last 
events in the KRS calendar, normally 
running in June, however, it has 
now been moved to the first week of 
September so that it does not clash 
with external exams and can become 
a whole School event again. So, pupils 
did not have to wait long to renew their 

The House Shout is a popular 
singing competition that takes 
place in the function suite. The 
theme of the competition this 
year was Christmas at the movies. 
Speakers chose ‘Rockin’ Around the 
Christmas Tree’ from Home Alone, 
Kiplings sang ‘Christmas is All 
Around Me’ from Love Actually and 
both houses performed admirably. 
However, it was Roberts who stole 
the show with ‘Winter Wonderland’ 
from The Polar Express, which was 
performed in tribute to the departing 
Mr Winter complete with masks, 
impersonations and fake snow. 

House Shout

sporting rivalries. As well as the normal 
track and field events, some new 
competitions such as rowing, golf chip, 
and throwing accuracy were included 
so that more pupils could take part.

It was fantastic to see new Year 7 
pupils taking part in events especially 
Edward Cripps, Alice Gilbert and 
Emma Kuhepa who all won events. 
Lorraine Bonsu and Sebastian Lund 
remained dominant on the track in 
the Under 18 sprint races. Going into 
the relays, each House stood a chance 
of winning, but it was Speakers that 
won overall followed by Kiplings and 
then Roberts. 

The annual tug of war also took 
place and the trophy was retained by 
Speakers who won the Year 8, 9, 10 
and 13 events, keeping their crown for 
the third year in a row. Kiplings and 
Roberts were tied for second place.
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Close your eyes. 
Take a slow, deep 
breath. Let go of any 
thoughts or worries 
clouding your head 
and release the 
stresses of the day.

Imagine, for a moment, the world 
as you would see it in a dream. What 
would it look like? Perhaps the 
forests would be filled with beautiful, 
green plants, the melodious songs 
of exotic birds, and fragrant flowers 
blooming in every shade of the 
rainbow, bigger and brighter than 
you ever thought possible. Perhaps 
the rivers would gush diamond-
clear waters, from sources high up 
in the snowy mountains, through 
the lush countryside, and finally 
emptying into the sea, in estuaries 

bound by beaches of warm golden 
sands. Perhaps the sun would shine 
blindingly bright in cloudless skies, 
and at night, the sky would be so clear 
that you could see constellation upon 
constellation, tracing your finger 
across the wings of Pegasus, to the 
silhouette of the Great Bear. Nebulae 
in blues and greens and purples 
would light up the sky, bringing 
colour and depth to the blackness, 
and the occasional shooting star 
would soar to Earth as you crossed 
your fingers to make a wish.

Think a little deeper. What would 
society look like in your dream-
world? Imagine an end to poverty, 
famine, disease, wars, prejudice and 
discrimination. Imagine everyone 
living not for themselves, but for each 
other. For peace and love. Imagine 
children of every race, religion and 
nationality playing in the streets 
together, without fear of danger or 
persecution. Imagine the whole world 

working together in a concerted effort 
to look after the planet we call home, 
treating the Earth, themselves and 
each other with respect.

Relax.
Slowly, let yourself become aware 
of your surroundings and any 
sensations present.
Wake up.

Sometimes, it’s incredibly easy to 
turn a blind eye to the issues we 
face in society today. It feels more 
comfortable, more palatable. We 
don’t want to think of all the pain 
and suffering in the world. Instead, 
we dream of fantasies - winning 
the lottery, finding true love, or 
emigrating to somewhere warm 
and sunny to escape the terrible 
British weather. We hear stories of 
devastation and heartbreak on the 
news, and after tutting about how 
awful it is, we go on with our lives as 

Hunter Essay Prize

          Literary Review

Dreams
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Literary Review 

ever before, never really stopping to 
consider the consequences of our 
complacency, of just sitting back and 
watching as the world burns. 

Our planet is dying. Society, at least 
as we know it, is dying. Scientists 
have estimated that climate change 
will be completely irreversible in 
less than twelve years. Two women 
are killed each week by a current 
or former partner in England and 
Wales alone. Between 35% and 50% of 
people suffering from mental health 
problems across the globe do not 
receive the help they so desperately 
need. Black Americans are ten times 
more likely to be murdered with 
a gun than white Americans. An 
estimated 320,000 people in the UK 
are homeless. Approximately 12.9% 
of people in developing countries 
are undernourished, drastically 
reducing both quality of life and life 
expectancy.

These are just some of the issues we 
face in the world today. They seem 
insurmountable, and indeed, there’s 
no quick fix. It’s going to take years 
of hard work and a fierce combined 
effort before we even come close to 
achieving the equality and harmony 
we so desperately need.

Martin Luther King had a dream that 
his children would ‘one day live in a 
nation where they will not be judged 
by the colour of their skin but by 
the content of their character’. How 
disappointed would he be to discover 
that, over fifty years after his death, we 
are still not treating each other with 
basic human decency and respect?

I have a dream too. I dream that, 
one day, I will live in a world where 
people are treated equally, regardless 
of gender, sexuality, ethnicity, 
nationality, marital status, age or 
wealth. I dream that the human race 
will be able to coexist in harmony 
with the natural world, without 
eliciting or enduring fear. I dream 
that, in the near future, little girls will 
be offered the same opportunities 
as little boys across the globe - 
that a new generation of female 
astrophysicists and composers and 
authors is right around the corner - 
and that these girls will not endure 
the same levels of violence and 
oppression as the generations that 
have come before them. I dream that 
the stigma around mental health will 
be reduced to such that depression 
is talked about as openly as a broken 
leg, and anxiety as openly as the 
flu. I dream of the freedom of other 

countries from dictatorship and 
persecution, of injustices based solely 
on immaterial factors, such as gender 
and race being completely overruled, 
of the end to world-wide conflict. I 
dream of peace.

Change starts with us. It is our duty. 
We must hold ourselves accountable 
for our mistakes and the mistakes of 
those who have come before us, and 
we must endeavour to fix what can 
still be fixed, before it is too late. The 
first step of change of any kind is to 
take our heads out of the sand and 
admit there is a problem. There’s 
not an awful lot that any of us can do 
individually to save the world, but if 
all seven and a half billion of us unite 
together, we can make a change.

After all, all any of us can do is the 
next right thing. However small and 
seemingly insignificant an action may 
appear, it has the potential to kickstart 
a series of events that grow and multiply 
to create an entire rebirth of the system.

It’s like the Chaos Theory suggests: a 
butterfly flapping its wings can create a 
hurricane in an entirely different part of 
the world. And so, change is born. 

By Katherine Bradley 

Dreams
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“Merry Christmas.” I whisper. 

We stand in silence for a few powerful 
seconds as the thin, wispy air brushes 
against our cold broken skin. 

“Merry Christmas.” He rings in return.

I take a moment to gaze around me. 
Hundreds of men gratifying their 
foes, shaking hands, introducing 
themselves. I glance back to the man 
standing before me. 

“Hello, my name is James.” I say 
slowly and cautiously. 

He replies, a growing smile spreading 
slowly across his face, “James, I am 
called Friedrich.” 

Around me, the harmonious chime of 
laughter and voices fills the winter air. 
The hustle of joy between men; the peace 
that is held between us. No differences, 
leaders or opinions could stand in the 
way of this jubilant occasion.

 
“Where are you from?” I say to him as 
we sit on the wilting grass;  
destroyed by the battle, which is held 
on the soil.
 
“Munich.” He says back as he pulls 
out a small concealed photograph of 
a young woman.

He holds it tightly in his palms before 
saying, “Rosa.” as he passes it along 
to me. It is as if he is giving a part of 
himself for me to hold.

TRUCE

          Literary Review

Short, sudden and shallow breaths slice through the winter 
air, as I reach my hand forwards. It is grasped tightly and 
shaken by my apparent enemy standing before me. 

Eric Adler CARE Prize
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I handle the photograph with care. 
And rather importantly, I know that 
although we are from different lands 
and speak different languages, I, and 
all of us here know that endearment 
for our loved ones is what pulls us 
through. 

I smile and nod to him in reply; and 
I continue on to remove another 
photo from the sewn-up pocket of my 
uniform blazer.
 
“This is Emily.” I say, handing him 
the photo.
 
He smiles and we sit there on the 
grass, holding our exchanged 
photographs. 

“I live on a farm at home.” He says. 
“My family are there, and Rosa.” A 

painful sort-of smile grows across his 
face, and I understand the emotion 
that is dragged along with it. 

“Germany always seemed a very 
beautiful place. It’s a pity.” I slowly 
say as I turn my head to observe the 
thousands, moving across the battle 
field, but not in pain, only in fulfilled 
monumental joy.

“Peace.” He whispers to me as we 
sit together on the crisp, snow laced 
grass of the battle field. 

I let out an amused laugh and reply, 
“Unfortunately, for not so long.”

Explosions fire off in the distance, 
sirens wail through the silence among 
the men on the battle field. Suddenly, 
an uproar of noise blazes throughout 

Literary Review 

everyone around me. People scramble 
around for their belongings in a 
matter of seconds. Individuals, once 
again shaking hands with their now 
returning enemies.
 
I turn to look at the man that I had 
announced my enemy, who now has 
become my friend. 

With great gratitude and admiration I 
say, “Goodbye, Friedrich.”

“Goodbye, James.” He says.

We smile fondly, turn our backs 
to one another and return to our 
trenches. 

Merry Christmas.   

By Grace Dodge
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Maths

Maths
update

UKMT Maths challenges

Interactive classroom 
whiteboards

After some organising, persuading and haggling, the 

Maths department managed to obtain an interactive 

whiteboard for each classroom. Pupils will now be able to 

interact with their lessons more through the use of SMART 

Notebook software. This software supports teachers in 

creating more innovative lessons, which will generate 

enthusiasm and increase participation from pupils.

The UKMT have been running individual Maths 

Challenges since 1961. The challenges are made up of 

25 questions and come in three different tiers: Junior, 

Intermediate and Senior. Each multiple-choice paper 

takes 90-minutes, with pupils from all over the UK taking 

part. The challenges encourage mathematical reasoning, 

precision of thought, and fluency in using various 

mathematical techniques to solve some tricky problems. 

Pupils compete to achieve bronze, silver or gold levels and 

those within the top 6000 in the country are invited to take 

part in a further competition – the Kangaroo competition. 

Bethany pupils have been taking part annually for years 

and this year was set to be no different. This year, many 

pupils achieved awards in the Bronze, Silver and Gold 

categories. Eric Liang and Sebastian Smith impressed 

with their high scores and each qualified for the Pink and 

Senior Kangaroo respectively.

The Junior Maths Challenge was scheduled to happen just 

after lockdown commenced and, as a result, the event had 

to be postponed. Luckily for the junior mathematicians 

in the School, the UKMT decided to move the challenge 

online and therefore pupils in Years 7 and 8 were able to 

compete remotely. Congratulations to Kudzai Thomas in 

Year 8 and Alice Colman in Year 9 for achieving the top 

results in their year groups!
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This year saw the introduction of the Further Mathematics 

course for Year 11s which replaced Statistics as the 

additional course for the high attaining pupils in Key 

Stage 4. The Further Mathematics course is a perfect 

bridge between the IGCSE and A level and gives pupils the 

chance to experience some of the concepts before having 

to choose whether an A level in Mathematics is right for 

them. The course has been particularly well received by 

EAL pupils as it focuses more on mathematical skills 

rather than the increased reading comprehension required 

for the IGCSE course.

The Mathematics department have also had a focus on 

encouraging pupils to see the bigger picture of where 

concepts fit in mathematically. There are many topics (such 

Maths 

Further Maths Qualification

Cipher challenge
During the Project Based Learning (PBL) group challenges, 

a few groups of budding cryptographers were invited to 

take part in a Cipher Challenge. This challenge consisted 

of multiple codes that pupils had to work together to 

break. Pupils who took part encountered traditional Caeser 

as sequences, simultaneous equations and working with 

quadratics) which tend to be taught as separate entities that 

must be regularly linked to enhance pupils’ understanding. 

We have also been looking at using the pedagogical method 

of variation theory which involves atomising concepts so 

that the focus is narrowed to one skill which is explored 

and mastered by using intelligent practice. Variation theory 

style practice involves questions which will look very similar, 

as only one element is varied between each new question. 

The benefit of this is that pupils are able to pinpoint the 

element that has varied and are therefore able to link it to 

the change (or lack of) in the answer providing a stronger 

understanding of the ‘why’ rather than just the ‘how’. Below 

is an example of non-intelligently varied practice compared 

to intelligently varied practice; can you see the difference? 

Adam Manktelow and Jada Woolf, 
Joint Heads of Maths

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z A B C D E F G H I J K L
A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
T U V W X Y Z A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S
H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z A B C D E F G
S T U V W X Y Z A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R

K O N Y W M L E F S D E T J G P E U Y
W M K B U Y O H T T H U O G A Z Q F
B U S X P T Z K I O K K A E S N J U Q S L

Shifts, Vigenere Cipher, Morse Code and many more. 

Special mention goes to Sebastian Clarke, Samuel Dobson, 

Lily Fraser and Lucas Marshall for their exceptional efforts. 

This group managed to complete the training puzzles, 

crack all the codes which form part of Southampton 

University’s annual Cipher Challenge and then move onto 

the official Alan Turing Codebreaking competition before 

deciding they were done! 

(An example of some codes – feel free to use!)

Divide

1).   £40 in the ratio 3 : 2     2).   £35 in the ratio 4 : 1   3).   £28 in the ratio 5 : 2

4).   £48 in the ratio 3 : 1    5).   £54 in the ratio 5 : 1   6).   £35 in the ratio 4 : 3

7).   £16 in the ratio 5 : 3    8).   £49 in the ratio 5 : 2   9).   £99 in the ratio 7 : 2

10).  £72 in the ratio 5 : 4    11).   £60 in the ratio 7 : 3   12).   £28 in the ratio 3 : 4

13).  £42 in the ratio 2 : 5    14).   £65 in the ratio 2 : 3   15).   £77 in the ratio 6 : 5

16).  £200 in the ratio 3 : 7    17).   £1040 in the ratio 8 : 18   18).   £1540 in the ratio 9 : 5

£60 in the ratio 1 : 1

£60 in the ratio 1 : 2

£60 in the ratio 1 : 3

£60 in the ratio 1 : 4

£60 in the ratio 1 : 5

£60 in the ratio 1 : 6

£60 in the ratio 1 : 7

£60 in the ratio 1 : 70

£60 in the ratio 1 : 35

Non-intelligently varied practice Intelligently varied practice
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Science

Science
report

Science pupils have had fun during 
lessons. The most memorable Science 
activities have been the Christmas 
Science themes. Christmas themed 
demonstrations and experiments 
were a delight for the pupils. The 
pupils reacted acids and alkalis to 
inflate gloves which were then used 
to create models of King Kong’s 
hand. The fireworks in a darkened 
laboratory were fabulous too.
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We have had several projects that pupils were working on 
in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM). Some young engineers were modifying a bike 
and a blender to make a bike-powered blender. Other 
pupils modified a guitar while others were designing 
a very light solar air heated design. Sadly, the projects 
all had to come to a stop because of Covid-19. All these 
were possible projects for national competitions, at 
some of which our pupils have won trophies, cash and 
certificates in previous years. Pupils have also not been 
able to participate in the Salters’ Chemistry competition 
and our nominees this year were top young scientists 
who always demonstrate enthusiasm for problem-
solving, creativity and persistence.

Between January and February, we acquired some 
chicken eggs from “Living Eggs Kent”. Pupils across 
all year groups were able to witness the hatching of 
numerous chicks and recognise the importance of 
proper care. The biology laboratory became a hive of 
activity, with pupils desperate to hold and look after 
the chicks at every stage of their development. It also 
became a safe place for pupils with specific social needs. 
Other pupils who tend to cause behaviour issues in the 
school were calmed and demonstrated compassion for 
the animals.

The Science department has also lost Alison Enticknapp, 
who was one of our Science Technicians. She was 
active, broad-minded, cheerful, friendly, honest, 
initiator, diligent, loyal, persistent, productive, reliable, 
resourceful, self-disciplined and talented. She moved  
to take on a new job as an International Transport  
Co-ordinator. 

Science

Practical work is one way of understanding Science ideas. 
Unfortunately, this year we could not do experiments once 
lockdown began. However, teachers and pupils creatively 
adapted and used online platforms to achieve the same 
outcomes as in class. We hope to have opportunities for 
more practical work from September onwards. We also had 
acquired ten telescopes for use during lessons or STEM.

Our Year 11 and 13 pupils have worked hard towards the 
final laps of their GCSE and A level courses. Enormous 
amounts of data were achieved through the dedication 
of the Science teachers and their pupils. We have used 
technology and ingenuity to offer excellent quality 
of learning outcomes. However, we still wish the 
examinations could have gone ahead. We hope the exam 
boards reward the tremendous efforts that our pupils 
have applied in preparation for the grading and ranking 
process. How we came to be disrupted more by a tiny 
virus than a meteorite from outer space will continue to 
intrigue scientists around the world, including our young 
scientists. Did we concentrate on science that does not 
matter, instead of studying the nature of viruses intensely? 
Will science ever find a lasting solution in the form of 
treatment or a vaccine? Will we continue to rely on 18th 
century methods of dealing with pandemics such as 
isolation rather than develop robust scientific methods 
to deal with future pandemics? All these are examples of 
some of the difficult questions that our young scientists 
have been asking. It is encouraging to note that our pupils 
are also taking part in global science debates. Those who 
find the answers to these questions will be sure to take a 
global and leading role in science!  

Mike Thomas, Head of Science
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Performing Arts

Performing
arts

The Bethany Performing Arts department proudly 

performed its biggest show yet with “Hairspray – The 

Highlights”. Over 60 pupils took part in the show with 

such energy and enthusiasm that this was, without a 

doubt, Bethany’s most successful show to date. Drama 

Scholar Holly Adamson took to the stage as Tracy Turnblad 

supported by Drama Scholar Sophie Hamill as her ever-

loving friend Penny Pingleton. 

The show takes place in 1962 Baltimore. Tracy Turnblad, 

a teenager with all the right moves, is obsessed with the 

Corny Collins Show. Every day after school, she and her 

best friend Penny run home to watch the show and drool 

over the hot Link Larkin, much to Tracy’s mother Edna’s 

dismay. After one of the stars of the show leaves, Corny 

Collins holds auditions to see who the next teen regular 

will be. With the help of her friend Seaweed, Tracy is 

chosen, angering evil dance queen Amber Von Tussle and 

her mother Velma. Tracy then decides that it’s not fair 

that black kids can only dance on the show once a month, 

and with the help of Seaweed, Link, Penny, Motormouth 

Maybelle, her father, and Edna, she’s going to integrate the 

show... without denting her ‘do’.

The show was a fantastic opportunity for pupils within 

all three Performing Arts strands to come together and 

work on a live stage performance. Mrs Payne worked with 

dancers who were provided with more intricate routines, 

focusing on pace and a range of dance that challenged 

those involved. This gave big dance numbers depth, and 

enabled dance scholars to take centre stage at certain 

times of the play. 

Drama pupils were provided principal roles and at times 

this resulted in them having to work alongside their 

dance peers with additional training being set up. A show 

of this size has to be planned to take into consideration 

the performance ability of all involved and it was vital 

Whole School Production
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Performing Arts

that those with more acting experience were placed in 

challenging rehearsal environments. Music pupils were 

given prominent singing roles with Ellie Russell taking 

centre stage with “I Know Where I’ve Been” and “You Can’t 

Stop The Beat”. The challenge for Ellie was continuing 

to develop her microphone technique, communicate a 

message to an audience and provide pitch and volume that 

suited singing with an entire cast. 

High-flyers within Performing Arts were also placed in 

challenging roles with Ben Caney as love interest Link 

Larkin and James Caney as Edna, Tracy’s suffering mother. 

Both roles required development in Dance, Music and 

Drama with Edna leading certain dances during the finale. 

Younger pupils in Year 7 were placed in scenes where 

their reaction to the story was imperative to further 

communicate a message to an audience. These pupils 

were building on their ability to work as an ensemble and 

develop their projection on stage. 

The results of the show were simply stunning and left 

audiences breathless. The cast, night after night, delivered 

high-energy performances that pushed them to their 

performance limits. Mr Brinson, Mrs Payne and Mr Bolton 

were so deeply impressed with their delivery. It is clear that 

Bethany Performing Arts is truly a high-quality provision 

that develops the talent of the future. 

Alex Bolton, Director of Performing Arts
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Performing Arts

Dance Drama

Dance Workshops
Year 11 pupils took part in a dance workshop in September 

working with professional Dance Artist, Mel Simpson. The 

pupils worked all day on technique and creative tasks and 

also learnt a trio dance which will be used as part of their 

GCSE performance assessment.  
 

Production Rehearsals
More pupils than ever wanted a dance role this year in 

the School production. Scholars and keen dancers across 

different Year Groups attended extra rehearsals to produce 

technical sections to enrich whole cast numbers in Hairspray.

 

Dance Scholars
Dance scholars from Years 7 to 11 worked during lunchtimes to 

build a group dance with Mrs Payne for The Festival of Scholars. 

Year 11 were also given the opportunity to lead choreographic 

tasks for the younger pupils. Junior scholars also took part in a 

morning workshop, learning lifts and contact and how to build 

these skills into a trio or duet performance

Rachel Payne, Dance teacher

Year 10 Monologues
Year 10 performed their first practical assessments 

in November. 14 pupils presented their three-minute 

monologues; some of whom had never performed before 

in front of a live audience. Excerpts from “Look Back in 

Anger”, “Ballyturk” and “Every Beautiful Thing” entertained 

the audience and demonstrated the Drama pupils’ ability to 

engage in qualities of the voice, physicality and gesture. 

Drama Scholars
The Drama scholars took part in a collaborative Drama 

workshop in February. This focused session provided the 

Drama department with valuable time to rehearse with 

scholars on their physicality skills when preparing for 

character. Focused mornings such as this can set a standard 

and provide a deeper understanding of Drama that enables 

performances to become more challenging. Jake Taylor 

and Alice Gilbert developed two separate monologues from 

“Death of a Salesman” and “Shakers”. The attention to 

tension and climax were vital in making the creativity work.

Alex Bolton, Director of Performing Arts

Performing
arts
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Open Mic Night
This year, the Music department hosted a brand new, live 

Open Mic Night which took place in the Music School. 

The idea of the event was to give any pupil, regardless of 

background or ability, the opportunity to perform in an 

informal environment to friends, family and staff. Pupils 

sign up for a slot at the event and are responsible for 

preparing their own performance for the evening.

 

The event ran in October and February and proved to be a 

huge success which created a real buzz in the department 

as pupils had only ever had the chance to perform at one 

of our bigger-scale events we host throughout the year. 

The idea of trying out a song or a piece of music that is 

still a work in progress in an informal environment was 

really appealing to many of our pupils, especially in some 

of the younger years. This has further fuelled a love for 

performing in many of our pupils, but it has also sparked 

a new love for performing in some pupils who may have 

never experienced it before.

Music Christmas Concert
In December, pupils from all ages put on stellar 

performances for our annual Christmas Concert. Held in 

the function suite, the concert was welcome to parents, 

family and friends for a host of festive favourites and old 

classics. The show opened with an upbeat modern rendition 

of Chuck Berry’s “Run Rudolph Run” which immediately 

captured the audience and set the tone for the evening.

The event saw a range of performers take the stage which 

included pupils lower down the School such as Milo Gross, 

Charlie Morrell and Bertie Green performing an original 

song, all the way to our Year 12 Music Performance group 

who performed two contrasting pieces that engaged 

the audience greatly. Class 8A were invited back to the 

concert this year after their standout performance in Year 

7 last year and were this time able to demonstrate their 

knowledge of the blues which they had been learning 

during their music lessons. They then passed on the 

torch to Class 7A who performed an excellent rendition 

of Pachelbel’s Canon in C. An unbelievable amount of 

organisation went into the evening from our Performing 

Arts staff and this all clearly paid off as our pupils and 

parents went away with a real buzz.
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Performing
arts
Exam Concert at The Grey Lady
In November, the Music department made Bethany 
history by hosting their annual Year 11 Exam Concert. 
The reason this event was different from anything that 
has happened before was because, rather than pupils 
completing their performance exam within the classroom, 
pupils were instead given the opportunity to carry out 
their exam within a real live music venue. 15 Year 11 Music 
Performance pupils took to the stage at The Grey Lady 
in Tunbridge Wells to perform a range of high-quality 
performances they had spent six weeks preparing to a 
packed-out audience made up of friends and family.
  

Head of Music, Mr Brinson, had the following to say: 
“It has been so great to see the evolution of this event. 
The first time I did this at Bethany, we had two pupils 
performing in a classroom with four people in the 
audience. Now just two years later we have 15 pupils 
performing in a really great live music venue, performing 
to a packed-out room of close to 60 guests. The pupils just 
constantly amaze me with how much they raise the bar 
every time, and it’s now my job to try and raise that bar 
higher for them and think of ways we can make this event 
even more successful next time.”
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Performing Arts

Sixth Form Music Trip to BBC 
Introducing Live
During October half term, our Sixth Form Music Performance 
pupils were lucky enough to get the opportunity to attend an 
inspiring two-day event at the famous Tobacco Dock in London 
where BBC Music had taken over the venue for their annual 
music industry conference, BBC Introducing LIVE. The event is 
designed for young people to become inspired by taking part in 
a series of workshops, seminars, and live music opportunities 
hosted by real industry professionals.
 
Our pupils were fortunate enough to spend two days at the 
event and attended talks with extremely successful British 
artists such as Slaves, Sam Fender, and Gabrielle Aplin, 
the last of which found great success when releasing her 
rendition of “The Power of Love” for the hugely successful 
2012 John Lewis Christmas advert. As well as attending 
these motivational talks, pupils were also given the 
opportunity to play music with other musicians, attend 
countless live music events, as well as many other inspiring 
opportunities such as watching BBC Radio live broadcasts.
 
Our pupils came away from this event feeling inspired and 
prepared for the challenging world of the music industry 
that awaits them post-education and have experienced an 

opportunity that is truly invaluable.

Battle of the Bands
At the beginning of this academic year, our Year 12 Music 
Performance pupils headed into Tunbridge Wells to compete 
against other local schools in the final round of a “Battle of 
the Bands” competition. Each act was selected from a series 
of qualifying rounds, so the evening consisted of the six best 
bands in the area decided by a judging panel of industry 
experts. The overall standard of the evening was incredibly 
high, and our pupils performed with energy and enthusiasm 
which resulted in excellent feedback from the judging 
panel. Whilst the group weren’t successful in winning the 
competition this time, the performing experience they gained 
was invaluable and it has already spurred them on to ensure 

they improve even more before entering again next year.

Surprise Lunchtime Concert
Each year, the Bethany Music department put a huge 
amount of work into producing our Easter Concert. 
Unfortunately, the outbreak of Covid-19 caused the 
cancellation of this event along with many others which 
came as a huge disappointment to everyone involved. 
However, the pupils and staff here at Bethany are not the 
types to let their hard work go to waste. On the last day of 
schools being open, Mr Brinson, Head of Music and his 
pupils held a surprise mini concert in the bandstand near 
the lunch hall for all to enjoy. Songs included covers of Billie 
Eilish’s “No Time to Die”, and the performance finished 
with the whole School singing along to My Lighthouse - a 

very popular hymn at Bethany. The concert succeeded in 
bringing the whole School community together to enjoy 

their last day of normality for the foreseeable future.

Sixth Form Performance at The 
Goudhurst Inn
In January this year, the Music department gave our Year 
12 pupils an opportunity they would never forget. With 
their final performance assessment on the horizon, it 
was important to ensure that the pupils were given an 
opportunity to perform in front of some form of audience, 
so the decision was made to give them the most authentic 
experience possible – a packed local pub full of family, 
friends, staff, and members of the public.

The pupils put on a set of six songs which included classic 
hits such as “Hotel California” by The Eagles as well as 
ending their set with the anthemic, “Song 2” by Blur. The 
pupils were met with high levels of praise from all who 
attended and there was even demands for more songs from 
members of the public. All six pupils received a Distinction 
for the performance and helped to put Bethany Music 

                           department on the map in the local area.

Firefly Festival
At the start of the academic year, the Music department 
continued their annual tradition of hosting a Music Festival 
in the heart of the school grounds. Drawing inspiration 
from the hugely successful “Equinox Festival” last year, Year 
11 Music pupils worked together to deliver an event on an 
even bigger scale. The group of pupils worked together for 
weeks to plan, market, and advertise their music festival by 
demonstrating techniques used by the music industry.

The event consisted of a range of music acts across two 
stages and welcomed members of the public which included 
friends, family and staff at Bethany. The event was a true 
celebration of what Performing Arts has to offer at Bethany 
and the hard work of our Year 11 pupils truly paid off. 

Jonny Brinson, Head of Music
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2020 has been a year like no  
other. In Art and Design, we  
made a fantastic start to the
year with many trips and 
workshops to launch different 
creative projects.

Usually, we celebrate all the hard work of our artistic 
pupils after Easter with various exhibitions of work. Of 
course, exceptional circumstances prevented this from 
happening. Instead we have embraced remote learning 
and sharing ideas from our own homes, which have 
quickly become art studios.

Pupils in Year 9 kicked off their ‘Hogwarts’ theme with 
a highly enjoyable trip to the Harry Potter studios. There 
was plenty to photograph and draw, from flying cars to 
fire-breathing dragons, and we recreated a potion room 
set up in the classroom for some fabulous photoshoots. 
Pupils explored portraiture, creating 3D spell books and 
photography with some incredible results. 

Year 8 pupils took on their own ‘Weird and Wonderful’ 
theme and had begun crafting 3D magical creature ‘mash-
up’ sculptures. After practicing creating wonderful painted 
patterns, pupils were keen to decorate their 3D creature 
masks as soon as possible. Pupils took on some pop art 
challenges as part of their remote learning activity and 
have created pop art photographs, 3D words, pop idol 
portraits and more.

To begin the year, our Year 7 pupils were spiralling down 
the rabbit hole with an ‘Alice in Wonderland’ theme 
and were planning on creating props for a larger-than-
life tea party. As we had to move to remote teaching and 
learning, the theme evolved into ‘Exploration of Beautiful 

Art & 
Design

Art & Design

Year 9 at Harry Potter studios
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Art & Design

Bugs’ with challenges including creating a 3D bug from 
recycled materials, drawing beautiful butterflies and 
beetles, researching interesting artists and creating digital 
bugs and patterns. Pupils even made bug hotels for their 
gardens.

Pupils in Year 10 visited Brighton to inspire their ‘Coast’ 
projects. They had a guided tour and visited the Sealife 
Centre. This led to a diverse range of ideas from pop 
culture and identity, through to jellyfish and shipwrecks. 
Pupils in Year 10 explored their own choice of theme and 
flourishing despite not being in our usual studios together. 

Year 11 were well underway with their exam units, 
responding to themes such as ‘Out of the Ordinary’ and 
‘Moments in Time’ when lockdown came into effect. They 
took the changes to the examinations for this year in their 
stride, and calmly collected their work for final assessment 
and worked hard at home to make sure they had completed 
their stunning portfolios of work.

Our A level pupils have experienced a range of trips including 
a Year 12 trip to the Imperial War Museum and the Tate 
Modern, to inform a project on ‘War and Peace’ among 
others. This helped pupils make the connection between 

A level pupils in London

Year 10 trip to Brighton

significant world events and art history. 

Year 12 have worked hard despite lockdown and used online 
learning to keep the pace of their own projects moving 
and are to be commended for their fantastic attitude to 
learning. Year 13 had just begun their examination units 
when lockdown hit, and had to wait with bated breath for 
results day and confirmation of their next steps. Some of our 
Year 13s will study courses such as Fashion Marketing and 
Promotion, Costume Design, Commercial Photography, 
Interior Design, Game Art and Textile Design. 

Scholar workshops have been a real hit this year and 
included a day making ceramic portraits of our favourite 
artists. A trip was arranged with the academic scholars to 
the Tutankhamun exhibition at the Saatchi Gallery, and 
was followed by a textiles workshop responding to the 
imagery and hieroglyphics recorded there. Our scholars 
responded to a ‘rainbow’ brief during lockdown and we 
hope to auction their pieces for charity later this year. 

Finally, just before our lives changed and lockdown began, 
our A level trip departed for Italy, visiting Rome, Siena and 
Florence. This was an exceptional visit and allowed us to visit 
the Colosseum and gaze upon the spectacular works within 
the Vatican Museum and the Sistine Chapel. We shopped in 
Siena and indulged in gelato before settling finally in Florence 
where we had an Italian cooking workshop and saw many 
works from Michelangelo, Da Vinci and Botticelli. 

The Art department tutors are incredibly proud of the hard 
work that the pupils have shown all year, and we are so 
impressed that this continued unabated during remote 
learning. We have seen some incredible work from all year 
groups, and we cannot wait for the new normal when we 

can be together once more! 

Sarah Smart, Head of Art
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 Abbie Lancaster Year 13

Eric Liang Year 13

Art & Design
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Connor Kennison-Cook Year 11 Amelia Knowles Year 11

Alexander Hill Year 12

Nina Rommel Year 12

Art & Design
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Art & Design

Verity Ross Year 11

Verity Ross Year 11

Felix Lawrence Year 11 Will Howell Year 11
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Art & Design

Lucy Bao Year 11 William Hinde Year 11

Beth Kuhepa Year 10
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Art & Design

Milla Liu Year 10 Willem Curtin Year 9

Cherie Tse Year 10
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Art & Design

Beatrice Westbrook Year 9

Gabriella Morrison Year 10

Toby Sales  Year 9
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Art & Design

Sonny Scott Year 9 William Baker, Angus Dunn, Joshua Malin,  
Ben Nicholson and Logan Tab Year 8

Toyosi Bada Year 8Alice Colman Year 8
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Art & Design

Toby Castle Year 7 James Duncombe Year 7

Georgia Harker Year 7
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The Design & Technology 
workshop was extremely 
busy before 20th March 
with lots of practical work 
in progress.  

When lockdown hit us all, the workshop 
activity stopped instantly. Luckily, most 
of the GCSE practical had just about 
been completed, but the A level products 
still had a long way to go before their 
deadline. Photos of most of the GCSE 
pieces are included, pictures having been 
taken from the pupils’ portfolio work 
rather than how they would normally 
be taken in the workshop. You will also 
see design work from the Year 13 group 
as their practical pieces sadly remain 
unfinished due to the circumstances. 
The quality, as ever, from both Year 11 
and 13 has been very high indeed with 
so many varied items being produced. 
The amount of new skills that were taken 
on board was amazing, and everyone 
learnt a great deal. I really must praise all 
the pupils for coping with the workload 
and the pressure with the restrictions 
they had to work around in the last few 
months of their GCSEs and A levels. 

Marcus Norman,
Head of Design & Technology

Design & 
Technology

48

Design & Technology
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Ben Clements 
Year 13

Lottie Ansell
Year 13

Design & Technology
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Ciara Lacey 
Year 13

Dan Smith 
Year 13

Design & Technology
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Jack Bartram 
Year 13

Johnny Davies  
Year 13

Design & Technology
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Design & Technology

Kieron Tang  
Year 13

Alex Brown 
Year 11
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Alexis Casdagli
Year 11

Felix Lawrence
Year 11

Aidan Mathieson
Year 11

Design & Technology
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Amelia Midgley
Year 11

Harry Bartram
Year 11

Design & Technology

Claudia Martin Vicente
Year 11
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Design & Technology

Dylan Richmond
Year 11

Imogen Daddy
Year 11
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Design & Technology

Verity Ross
Year 11

Jake Fuggle
Year 11

Sarah Yang 
Year 11

Leon Monk 
Year 11
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Design & Technology

Oliver Hales
Year 11

Ruqaiyah Jarviton 
Year 11

Max Brown 
Year 11
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Pupils’ work keeps getting more imaginative, 

bolder and above all, more unique to the 

individual making it. It is so exciting to see 

the pupils expressing themselves and making 

work that is so individual to them, and them 

alone. Individuality is key in the creative 

industry, hence why we encourage it so 

strongly here at Bethany. 

We have gone on yet more trips this year to 

strengthen the work of the pupils and help 

inspire them in their creative journeys. The 

department visited Rome and Florence as 

well as taking trips to galleries in London 

to see the latest fashion exhibitions 

and workshops to help improve fashion 

sketching. All these experiences have helped 

to push and challenge the pupils to really 

think big and bold with their own work. 

The department is also growing with the use 

of equipment available. We recently invested 

in screen printing, which will only help 

strengthen the work of the pupils who use it. 

The Textiles 
department and the 
standard of work 
being produced just 
keeps growing in 
strength. This perfectly 
demonstrates the 
talent that we have 
here at Bethany School, 
which is confirmed by 
the excellent A level 
results achieved.   

Textiles  

All in all, the Textiles department is 

a lively, energetic department here at 

Bethany School and is always one that 

aims to inspire and build confidence in  

the individuals who take the subject.  

The work clearly speaks for itself. 

Nicola Brown,
Head of Textiles

Textiles
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Belle Zhou
Year 13

Textiles
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Textiles

Eleanor Hardwick
Year 13
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Estrella Guo
Year 13

Textiles
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Textiles

Lottie Ansell
Year 13
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Textiles

James Caney 
Year 10 Art Scholer
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Food & Nutrition

Food & 
Nutrition

Well, what a difference 
a year makes.
   

At the time of writing, I am aware we are missing the hustle 

and bustle of the Summer term activities in the kitchen.

However, the pupils have been putting lockdown time to 

good use in the kitchen and I have received lots of photos 

of cooking that the pupils are doing at home. It has also 

given me plenty of opportunities to experiment and 

practice in my own kitchen, which hasn’t had a positive 

effect on my waistline, but will hopefully produce some 

new recipes for use in the classroom. Many pupils have 

been rising to the Great British Chefs Kids Challenge that 

I sent home at Easter which has also enabled pupils to try 

some new skills.

The year started with the Food & Nutrition department being 

awarded a grant from the Savoy Educational Trust for some 

new kitchen uniforms. This enabled us to replace all the 

aging aprons for Key Stage 3 and purchase new chef uniforms 

for our Key Stage 4 Hospitality and Catering pupils.

Scholars Evening was a huge success and the scholars 

once again made sweet canapés which were very quickly 

devoured. Open Morning in February saw a collaboration 

between Food & Nutrition and Modern Foreign Languages, 

and my gang made a smorgasbord of French, Spanish and 

Chinese foods.

Pheasant bruschetta
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Food & Nutrition

Scholars EveningNutrition Butterfly cakes
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Food & Nutrition

Open morning
Madeleines Jam doughnuts



Harry Bartram, mock practical 
assessment, steak with peppercorn 
sauce with triple cooked chips 
layered pannacotta.
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Food & Nutrition

Once again, the Key Stage 4 examination practicals were 

of an exceptional standard and we were so lucky to have 

completed the non-examination assessment prior to 

lockdown. Particular kudos goes to Harry Bartram, Daisy 

May Hart Banbury, Felix Lawrence and Verity Ross for some 

exceptional and innovative cooking.

Our Chinese visitors enjoyed some cooking activities 

during their time with us in January, and even though I 

managed to make a mistake myself – proving you should 

never be complacent in the kitchen – the visitors managed 

to produce some lovely cakes.

One of the last practicals Year 10 managed before 

lockdown was using pheasant provided by “A Taste of 

Game” which is an initiative to introduce game meat into 

schools. Year 10 made some delicious pheasant bruschetta 

which they all enjoyed and, for most of them, it was their 

first taste of game.

We don’t know what the so called “new normal” will mean 

for the kitchen over the next year, but rest assured there 

will be many new creations and challenges. 

Liz MacRae, 
Head of Food & Nutrition Studies

Candyfloss making
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Young  
Enterprise
It only took one session of Young 
Enterprise to arrive at the name 
Fortis XV. Fortis in Latin stands for 
strong, whilst XV was the original 
starting number of shareholders 
and pupils in our company. We 
wanted to make a bold statement 
and felt our name did just that.

The first step to Fortis XV was raising capital. Each member 

bought an equal share in the company of £10; this allowed 

us to quickly begin trading goods and services across the 

School. With money in the bank and a name decided, the 

other outstanding task was to work out how best to allocate 

roles within the company. Being a sizeable company of 15 

was a challenge and we wanted to make sure every member 

was gainfully employed so our initial business model was 

to have two separate teams; one specialising purely in 

events and services for the School, the other for products, 

with Ben Scott leading our Events team and William 

Newstead leading our Products team. Now everybody had 

found their roles within the company, Fortis XV was ready 

for business.

The main highlight for the product team throughout the 

Young Enterprise scheme were hoodies for the School 

production of Hairspray. Unlike any other previous 

Bethany Young Enterprise company, our hoodies were 

100% bespoke, meaning each customer could not only 

choose their size and have their own name on the product, 

but also their own colour. We were pleased with the design 

and quality. We had them printed front and back and the 

Young Enterprise

Together We Are Stronger
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Link Teacher’s Comments
Despite having their Young Enterprise experience cut short, Fortis XV will have learned a huge amount from their 

enterprise endeavours. They were a large company, but never let that slow them down. Our visiting advisor, Chris 

Maslin, was always impressed by their progressive attitude, and commented that they had not only a great team 

spirit, but also a sound work ethic amongst them.

On a sad note, February saw the passing of Phil Mummery, a local businessman and wonderful 

servant, not only for Young Enterprise but many other local initiatives. I first met Phil 25 years 

ago when he gave advice as the scheme was set up here at Bethany. He and I sat on the Young 

Enterprise Kent board together and met countless times at Young Enterprise events over the 

years. Phil was hugely supportive of Young Enterprise at Bethany and spoke at many events, 

also finding advisors for our companies over the years. Our Bethany alumni who took part in 

the Young Enterprise scheme will be familiar with Phil. He was the most kind and generous 

man, with a warmth and selflessness that is rarely seen.   Anthony Khan, Link Teacher  

Young Enterprise

Young Enterprise 
Public Speaking 
Competition
“The ‘traditional’ British high street 

is dying, with independent shops 

and chains closing at an alarming 

rate, impacting on employment and 

community. How could this situation 

be salvaged?” 

In February, Izzi Hanson-Abbott 

enlightened us on this topic, 

competing against seven speakers 

from six different schools in Kent 

in the Young Enterprise Kent Public 

Speaking Competition. Izzi delivered 

a hugely informative speech with 

confidence and clarity, deservedly 

coming first in the event and joining 

only three former Bethany pupils in 

being crowned Kent County Winner.

garments arrived promptly - cast 

members were equally impressed 

as we sold 42 hoodies. At such low 

production levels, we still managed to 

maintain a healthy profit margin, and 

the process gave us much confidence 

for future ventures.

The School production of Hairspray 

also offered another opportunity 

for Fortis XV. On each evening of 

the performance we sold soft drinks 

and snacks to those viewing and 

performing in the production. It was 

tricky working out what might appeal 

to such a wide demographic; parents, 

grandparents and children, also 

considering dietary requirements. 

We achieved greater than expected 

success as on all nights with our stock 

selling out by the interval. Thanks to 

our events team pitching in, we were 

able to sell most of our stock by the 

Saturday evening, leaving us with 

barely any stock leftover. We were 

very organised and had two stalls; one 

in the foyer and one in the assembly 

hall entrance, with almost all our 

company members participating in 

sales through a rota. I honestly think 

this was the highlight from all our 

events and sales throughout the year.

Following this success, we then gave 

further thought as to how we could 

maximise our talents and energy and 

decided to further reduce the size 

of our sub-groups by adding a third 

group; a Blue Sky team. This would 

require those team members to think 

big and go beyond selling just within 

Bethany. Unfortunately, due to Covid 

and the lockdown, we were unable to 

implement this format, and the scheme 

was liquidated remotely; many thanks 

to Eddie Barnes Yallowley for doing so 

much work with regards to this.

Looking back, there were lessons 

to be learned; I think we could have 

sold even more hoodies if we had 

marketed more aggressively, and 

whilst running out of stock at the 

School Production meant we had 

little wastage, we definitely missed 

sales opportunities as customers were 

not able to buy from us. We are very 

grateful to Chris Maslin, who came 

to every meeting as our advisor and 

steered us in the right direction. As 

Managing Director, I was very pleased 

with each member of the team, and 

despite finishing the scheme early, 

we had a year to remember. We 

started with £140 in share capital and 

finished with over £600 in the bank. If 

we had run to July, I’m sure we could 

have doubled that. Every member can 

hold their head high and be proud of 

what Fortis XV achieved.

Aaron Monk, Managing Director
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The first task was to design a set of six Christmas cards for 

a member of Senior Management to buy, or not, as the case 

may be. This proved to be a real challenge for some of the 

teams. Some of the teams used their initiative and some 

did not. One team even managed to sell their single pack of 

cards to more than one customer!

The second task, set to be completed over the Christmas 

holidays, proved more challenging. The three teams had to 

choose a charity and raise as much money as possible for it. 

To help do this, they had to create a TikTok video to promote 

their charity and use it to help them raise money. The three 

teams raised over £1,050. This sum was divided up between 

The Salvation Army, Water Aid and Hospice in the Weald.

Apprentice Challenge

Apprentice   
Challenge 2020
This year The Apprentice Challenge 
attracted 18 candidates - all 
competing to be Lord Sugar’s next 
apprentice and aiming to win an 
investment of £100. The tasks were 
designed to be both challenging and 
fun and to help the pupils in Year 12 
develop their team-building skills. 
The tasks this year were as follows:

Task 1

Task 2
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After a challenging firing, where candidates were really 

put through their paces and made to justify why they 

should remain in the competition, the next challenge 

was launched. This one involved having to pitch an idea 

on what they think Bethany’s next development should 

be. One group chose recycling, and another chose 

revamping the classroom block. The latter was much more 

impressive. 

The final task involved being interviewed by Bethany’s 

Development Manager, Nick Frank. They were asked 

questions on their involvement in the four challenges, 

their strengths and weaknesses and why they should 

win the competition. They then had to face the wrath of 

Lord Sugar for one final time, and then the winner was 

announced. Congratulations to Joseph Bateman, Molly 

Elton, Alexander Hill, Rory Lello and Nina Rommel for 

getting so far in the process. However, all five candidates 

were pipped at the post by Izzi Hanson-Abbott who beat off 

the opposition and won the competition.  

Quotations taken from the 
finalists’ letters submitted before 
their interview:

“ I feel that the Apprentice Challenge has 
stretched me in so many areas, including having 
to work with slightly more testing candidates - the 
toughest challenge of them all!”
“ As the newest member of the School to 
participate in this challenge – having joined only 
three days before the first task began – I feel I 
have hit the ground running. In the first challenge, 
to design bespoke Christmas cards for a member 
of the Senior Management Team, I did not know 
any of the other candidates or their strengths and 
weaknesses at the time. This was a steep learning 
curve, to say the least!”
“ I feel I have, by far, been the strongest 
competitor in the competition, proving my skills as 
both a shepherd and a sheep. I understand that 
many have tried their best during this competition 
but would argue that I have gone one step further 
than this and have thrived under the pressure of 
the Apprentice Challenge.”
“ The Apprentice Challenge has been an 
emotional whirlwind of ups and downs. I 
remember that a long time ago I said (due to a 
severe lapse of judgment on my behalf) that I was 
a ‘tiger in business.’ I sincerely apologise for that 
if it made me seem cocky, overconfident or if it 
affected anyone here in a negative way.

I apologise for this because as the challenge went 
on, I realised that I wasn’t a tiger… I was a lion.

The king of the pride, fighting off my challengers 
and doubters such as Mr Winter who, in fact, had 
to flee the school due to my overpowering roar! ”

Apprentice Challenge

Task 3

Task 4
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In its early days, the Pengelly Society 

consisted of a group of 16 invited 

sixth formers and four adults, and 

during the meeting academic papers 

were presented by different highly 

regarded and respected public 

figures. During the meeting there 

would be opportunity for discussion 

about the papers and opportunity 

for pupils to question and reflect 

on what they had heard. Since that 

time, the Society has grown, and it 

now offers all Bethany sixth formers 

the opportunity to broaden their 

horizons and hear from people 

beyond their field of immediate 

experience.

This academic year we changed the 

format of the meetings to include 

dinner and to have our speakers 

present in an ‘after-dinner speaker’ 

format. This was well received by the 

sixth form. Unfortunately, we were 

only able to host two of the three 

planned meetings. 

The first meeting of this year’s 

Pengelly Society took place on 

Thursday 3rd October. Dinner was 

The Pengelly Society has been in existence since 1971 when 
it was founded by Christian Lanzer and Skene Catling to pay 
tribute to the outstanding leadership of Kenneth Pengelly during 
his time as Headmaster. 

Pengelly
Society

Pengelly Society
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followed by the newly appointed 

Pengelly Secretary, Jack Brown, 

welcoming everyone and talking 

about the history of the society.

Mr Hart Dyke then spoke about the 

Skene Catling Trust and extolled the 

virtues of pupils taking advantage of 

this fantastic opportunity to apply 

for money to go travelling and to put 

something back into the community 

they visit. 

Matthew Latimer, our visiting 

speaker from GAP 360, then spoke 

very eloquently about the advantages 

of taking a Gap Year and gave some 

very sound advice to the assembled 

audience of Year 12 and Year 13 

pupils. The society then heard from 

J’nique Lewin and Connie Chan, who 

had both greatly benefited from the 

Skene Catling Trust travel awards last 

summer. They had spent two weeks 

in Sri Lanka working in a hospital and 

their account of their exploits was 

fascinating and went down very well 

with the audience. 

The second Pengelly Society meeting 

welcomed Charlie Bluett, who spoke 

about his fascinating work in the FX 

industry. Charlie is no stranger to 

Bethany as he was once a pupil at the 

school. He spoke with passion about 

how he struggled with learning due 

to dyslexia, yet it was at Bethany that 

Charlie began to realise his love for 

the creative subjects and spent much 

of his time in the Design Technology 

and Art departments. He also learnt 

to be independent and resilient, 

and to apply himself. It was perhaps 

these skills that saw Charlie, who 

left school with no firm plans for his 

future, hold on to his dreams and 

pursue a career in FX by contacting, 

and showcasing his work to some big 

names in the industry. 

During his talk Charlie showcased 

many examples of his work – some 

of which were a little gory (he has 

worked on shows and films such 

as Silent Witness, Slaughterhouse 

Rulez, Krypton and The Dark 

Crystal to name but a few). It was 

fascinating to see the amount of 

work that goes into creating models 

and prosthetics, and to hear about 

the processes involved, including 

building, painting, animating  

and testing.  

Unfortunately, we were not able 

to hold the final Pengelly Society 

meeting of this academic year, but we 

look forward to the society meeting 

again in the new term.  

Pengelly Society
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Sport
Sport

1st XV Rugby
This season was always going to be a difficult one with a 

number of young players gaining experience. With this in 

mind there was everything to play for. 

The season started poorly with a very average performance 

against St Dunstan’s which resulted in a disappointing 

defeat. Fortunately, we had a week to deal with these 

issues. The season improved progressively with some 

excellent results against Cranbrook, Ashford, Kent College 

and King’s School Canterbury. Despite having a young 

team, it was great to see the more experienced players 

leading by example with Marcus Hobson, Ben Clements 

and Sebastian Lund consistently showing why they are 

such talented rugby players. The younger players in the 

team also stepped up with Harry Chambers making the 

fly half position his own. Credit must also go to Connor 

Kennison Cook, and Theo Von Halasz who both made huge 

improvements and I am sure will go on to lead the team in 

the future.

Bethany Rugby is in a good place with lots of really 

talented young players coming through the ranks. It has 

been a mixed season however, one that leaves me feeling 

confident that this team will be successful in the future. I 

would like to thank Ben, Marcus and Sebastian for all their 

help during the season and to wish all the Year 13 leavers 

good luck in the future. Remember, the friends you make 

through Rugby will stay with you for life so please continue 

to play and enjoy this beautiful game.

Rugby
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Sport

U15 Rugby
The U15 Rugby team had a really successful season 

this year. They gelled well as a group and worked 

hard to achieve some excellent results. The fixture 

list this year was a particularly tough one with new 

fixtures against King’s School Canterbury and 

Radnor House. 

Bethany started their campaign with a good victory 

over St Dunstan’s school which highlighted the 

potential of the team. Outstanding performances from 

Max Wheeler and Will Harby remained a constant 

theme throughout the season. There were many 

highlights to this season, however beating King’s 

School Canterbury away must be the main one. 

I have really enjoyed coaching this team. I must give 

particular praise to Max Wheeler who was a rock at 

the front of the pack, and Will Harby who controlled 

the game at fly half. Both boys set excellent examples 

to the rest of the team and always lead from the front. 

I must also thank Mr Winter who helped coach this 

team through such a successful season. I look forward 

to next season and hope these players can continue to 

grow and achieve their potential as a team.

U13 Rugby
The U13 rugby squad had a strong season starting with 

a draw against an experienced Ashford School team, 

then comfortable wins against Beechwood School, 

Claremont School and St Ronan’s School. A narrow defeat 

to an experienced Dulwich Prep was followed by good 

performances in the Radnor House tournament against the 

hosts and Lingfield Notre Dame School. The ever-improving 

Oliver Chapman was excellent all over the pitch, performing 

with accuracy in contact and delivering an impressively high 

tackling ratio on a consistent basis. He was ably supported by 

Will Harley and his powerful line breaks in the forward pack. 

Thomas Sutton continued to play with impressive tenacity 

at scrum half, while Luca Chettiar and James Candeloro 

marshalled the back line well for the player of the season. 

Ethan Taylor managed to consistently wrong foot opposition 

backlines and run in a number of excellent tries. Angus Dunn 

brought club rugby experience to the squad while younger 

players Tristan Page and Billy Bolton Ferrett had superb 

debut seasons, competing for the ball in contact, making line 

breaks and playing with competent core skills.  The future 

looks bright for this talented squad and we look forward to 

them developing as they progress through the School.

Phil Hughes, 
Head of Rugby
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Sport

1st XI
The Senior hockey team had a very enjoyable season. 

 In their first few games, they had a number of close 

fixtures with all the girls working hard, particularly 

defence. Holly Adamson, Amelia Midgley and Belle Zhou 

put in consistently good performances with tenacious 

tackling and defending. After a slow start, the girls were 

not disheartened and continued to work hard in training to 

develop technically and tactically.

  

Special mentions go to Abbie Lancaster and Lolly Discombe 

who captained and vice captained the team superbly well 

and should both be proud of the way they played this year. In 

addition to this, Ruqaiyah Jarviton was exceptional in every 

game, improving every minute she played. Her work ethic 

and energy are nothing short of outstanding.

One particular highlight for the season was narrowly losing 

to King’s Rochester 1st XI. The girls played with structure, 

enthusiasm and a pure desire to win. The way they played 

the game was exceptional.

Hockey

Sport

U15
The U15’s had a number of close games including a nail 

biting 1-0 win at home to Buckswood. The most impressive 

element to the girls’ season was how much they developed 

as a team and as individuals. Charlotte Ensor and Josie 

Tabb had excellent seasons in defence making many 

crucial goal-saving tackles. 
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Rachel Sherwood put Claremont under huge pressure in 

the second half and the goals that were conceded as the 

match progressed were in no way a reflection of Bethany’s 

performance. The final score was Claremont 3, Bethany 0.

U13c
This is the first time we have had an U13C hockey team. 

They had been working very hard in lessons with Mrs 

Harley and Mrs Sturrock to improve their knowledge, skills 

and understanding and therefore their match against 

Marlborough House was the perfect end to their hockey 

term. Special mentions should go to Rachel Sherwood 

for her brilliant and first ever goal, Rebecca Martin who 

stepped in as Goalkeeper and to Holly McClure and Jessica 

Hambridge for captaining the team so well. We hope that 

in future years we will be able to repeat this as it was a very 

positive experience for all involved.  

Tom Henson, PE Teacher  
& Sam King, Head of Girls’ Sport

‘Player of the Season’ goes to Olivia Reeves. Olivia was 

everywhere in every single game she played, making tackles 

and dribbling past defenders every other minute. ‘Most 

Improved Player’ goes to Beatrice Westbrook. Beatrice 

has come on leaps and bounds this season and should be 

incredibly proud of the Goalkeeper she is becoming. 

A special mention must go to Beth Kuhepa who captained 

and led the team brilliantly, arriving to most games with 

her own warm-up plans and doing a better job than Mr 

Henson in delivering them!

U13a
The U13A team was ably captained by county player and 

sports scholar Elsa Taylor, who led with a competitive drive 

to succeed in every match. Assisted by Gwyn Rabbetts, 

Elsa scored in every game leading to numerous awards of 

‘Player of the Match’ or ‘Coaches Player’. But the talent 

did not stop there; Alice Colman, Nell Martin and Toyosi 

Bada continued to make great improvement throughout 

the season, gaining in confidence. Anna Bearfield was 

promoted to U13A Goalkeeper due to her excellent 

determination and focus. Newcomers Alice Gilbert and 

Lily Faulkner made an impact upfront and demonstrated 

real growth in their first term at Bethany. Highlights of the 

season were wins against Radnor House and Buckswood 

School, and a narrow loss to Claremont by just one goal. 

U13b
The U13B team improved hugely throughout the season. 

A very new and inexperienced team, they performed 

with enthusiasm and determination in all their fixtures. 

Although they were unable to secure a win this season, the 

girls’ teamwork went from strength to strength in every 

match. Their fixture against Battle Abbey was particularly 

thrilling. The team started off a little unsure and it took 

them a while to find their flow, however by the end of the 

second half, the play was end to end, with an exceptional 

performance from defender Toyosi Bada. Bethany ended 

the game 2-2. Bethany’s best performance of the season 

was against Claremont. The girls had grown in confidence 

by the end of November and were much more mentally 

prepared for the competition. Bethany worked tirelessly 

throughout the pitch and had much of the play in the 

first half. A great save from Sienna Thomas Giles and 

clearance from Ella Smith prevented Claremont going up 

1-0, however Claremont caught Bethany off guard and a 

goal was conceded before the end of the first half. Some 

great attacking play from Emilia Dillon, Emily Fraser and 

Sport
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Sport

1st VII
Our Senior VII netball team had five fixtures this season, 

gaining three wins and two losses. Their first fixture against 

Gad’s Hill proved a scrappy start. Although the girls won 18-9, 

it is fair to say that this was not their best performance and it 

gave a good indication as to which way to direct their training. 

The next fixture away at Dover College was also a challenge. 

The girls worked hard, Izzi Hanson-Abbot and Lorraine 

Bonsu defending tirelessly, however, too many unforced 

errors lead to a loss 25-18. From this point on however, the 

squad went from strength to strength. Ruqaiyah Jarviton, 

Wing Attack, and Abbie Lancaster, Wing Defence, had a 

particularly impressive match against Ashford, winning 30-

19, where lots of play was won in the centre court. This earned 

them ‘Coach’s Players of the Match’. Their final match of the 

Sport

season against King’s Rochester was the most impressive, not 

because of the score line but because the team worked so well 

together. The play seemed to flow tirelessly and all the skills 

and tactics that the team had been working on throughout the 

season seemed to be put into place with ease. It was a great way 

to end the season. Well done team.

2nd VII
Although this season was cut short due to the pandemic, it 

was a very pleasurable, fun and successful season. Some of the 

younger members of the group begun their season playing in 

an U16 game against Gad’s Hill winning 18-9 with Verity Ross 

gaining ‘Coach’s player’. The following two matches playing 

as a 2nd VII the team beat Dover College 11-9 and Ashford 

School 12-11. They then narrowly lost to Battle Abbey 9-10 in 

a very close and enjoyable match. The highlight of the season 

was at the King’s Rochester Tournament where the team 

played against eight other teams with some tough opposition 

including Sir Rodger Manwood’s, Benenden and Sutton 

Valance. With a squad of 10 and the girls sharing the court 

time equally, this was a real squad performance, winning three 

games, drawing one and four losses. The girls fought hard 

throughout the afternoon in wind, rain and sunshine. Special 

mention should go to Lolly Discombe who played well, always 

giving 100%, Eleanor Hardwick who made great improvement 

throughout the season, and finally to sports scholar, Belle Zhou 

for brilliant play, receiving numerous comments from the 

opposition umpires and ‘Player of the Match’ awards. Netball
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U15a
With over half of this team playing a year up, it demonstrates 

the talent and ability they have for the future. Captained 

by sports scholars Beth Kuhepa and Ruby Russell, this 

team had the potential to go far and achieve numerous 

successes. However, with a shorter season and poor weather 

they did not get to demonstrate their true ability. Accurate 

shooting was shown by Gaby Morrison and Frances Lye, 

and Tilly Hinde and Ruby Russell demonstrated fantastic 

and confident feeding of the circle. Delilah Hutchings 

was a force to be reckoned with as Wing Defence, making 

brilliant interceptions in many games. The circle defence, 

Beth Kuhepa, Edith Lowe and Josie Tabb, demonstrated 

great awareness and teamwork putting pressure on the 

oppositions’ shots and feeds into the circle. Highlights of 

the season were a 17-6 win over Battle Abbey and a nail-biter 

against a well-drilled King’s Rochester 9-13.

U15b
The U15B team had a full calendar of fixtures this season 

and took home a mixture of wins and losses. The most 

impressive note about this U15 squad is that they took 

to court every match with positive attitudes, wanting to 

improve and perform at their best. This was a delight to 

work with. Their first couple of fixtures ended in wins, 

against Battle Abbey 11-6 and Ashford 13-7. Impressive 

shooting from Beatrice Westbrook and Emma Martin was 

a common theme throughout the season, as well as the 

tenacious defensive work from Olivia Reeves and Isabel 

Chang. Fixtures against Claremont and King’s Rochester 

did not result in victory, however, the girls were able to 

focus on basics and still make improvements throughout 

the match, although the score line did not reflect it. This 

was an enjoyable squad to work with and the girls should 

be pleased with their continuing progress.

Sport

U13a
The U13A netball team had a very successful season, earning 

themselves four wins and bringing home only one loss 

against Ashford. We were excited to see the new squad on 

court together after a promising set of trials and they did 

not disappoint. Their first outing against Buckswood was 

particularly impressive, only conceding two goals during the 

entire match due to fantastic efforts from the defensive unit 

of Rebecca Martin and Holly McClure. The team continued 

to be a joy to watch as the season progressed, displaying more 

confidence and flare in every minute on court. This was evident 

in their fixture against Claremont, where multiple turnovers 

were achieved in the midcourt by an unsuspecting Claremont, 

leaving the score 22-15 at the final whistle. The consistent 

leadership and direction on court throughout the season by 

captain Ella Smith, quite rightly earnt her ‘Player of the Match’ 

a staggering four times. This was particularly crucial during 

the final minutes of their fixture against King’s Rochester. The 

team had to pull together, maintain composure and fight to the 

final whistle, taking the win 11-10. Everyone should be proud of 

their achievements and we are excited to see how these strong 

young netballers develop throughout the next season.

U13b
This team was made up of players from Years 7 and 8 who 

demonstrated an eagerness to learn and develop from the 

offset. A pre-season game against Marlborough House before 

Christmas showed that the team had areas to work on, but 

through their hard work great strides were made. Lucy Shaw 

proved to be a brilliant new addition to the shooting D supported 

by the ‘nippy’ Blythe Lawrence and hardworking Emma Kuhepa. 

Nell Martin played brilliantly in defence receiving ‘Coach’s 

Player’ nearly every game. The highlight of this shorter season 

was a 10-1 victory over Ashford U12B team, and a brilliant 4-4 

draw against tough opposition King’s Rochester. This turned 

out to be the girls’ last game of the season before lockdown but 

demonstrated their growth and development. Well done girls.

Sam King, Head of Girls’ Sport
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1st XI
The 1st XI football team season was greatly curtailed by 

both the wet winter weather, resulting in many schools’ 

football pitches turning into lakes during the months of 

January and February, and then the Covid-19 pandemic 

in March. A total of three matches went ahead against 

Sutton Valance School, Maidstone Grammar School and 

Sevenoaks School. A mixture of experience in the form 

of Captain Jack Bartram, Oliver Hamill and Sebastian 

Lund was supported by a collection of skilled younger 

players including the excellent Jake Fuggle, Tawananyasha 

Chikopa and Theodore Von Halasz. Bethany competed very 

well in all matches, taking the lead against both Maidstone 

Grammar and Sevenoaks School with better possession 

and chances created, which resulted in well taken goals 

from Jake Fuggle against Maidstone, and Jack Bartram 

against Sevenoaks. Unfortunately, all three matches ended 

in narrow defeats, but Bethany were playing schools with 

a much bigger player base and experienced senior players 

in their starting eleven, so great credit goes to the Bethany 

team who played with spirit and competitiveness to the 

final whistle in all matches.

Football

U15
The U15 football team again struggled to fulfil their fixture 

programme with the very wet weather and Covid-19 pandemic. 

However, they did fair slightly better than the 1st XI, and 

played four fixtures against King’s School Canterbury, Bede’s, 

Beechwood Sacred Heart School and The Judd School. A well-

balanced team which included experienced Year 10 players 

in the shape of Will Harby, Ethan Hill, Paris Hobbs-Soteriou 

and Leo Olujobi were supported by skilled Year 9 players in the 

form of Oluwafemi Folarin, William Garner Hutton and Theo 

Lau. A win against King’s School Canterbury got the season 

off to a good start. An ability to play some excellent possession 

football, create chances and an eye for goal with a sublime 

chip finish from Sonny Scott to win the match 3-2 was a strong 

platform for the season to come. In awful wintry conditions 

that included hailstorms, strong winds and water on the pitch 

at Bede’s, players struggled to play to their potential and a 

narrow defeat was not unexpected. The team had to dig deep 

against Beechwood Sacred Heart School, having gone 2-0 down 

in the first half. A shuffle of playing positions and improved 

possession football from the experienced Will Harby, Ethan 

Hill and Paris Hobbs-Soteriou in the second half saw Bethany 

Sport
Sport
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As a result of his successful 

playing and captaincy during 

the 2018 season, Will was 

asked to play up an age group 

and represent Kent in the 

U15’s team in the 2019 season 

as an U14 player. He was 

selected to play in every game 

and was the second highest 

run scorer in that age group. 

Will scored 108 runs off 111 balls against Essex and followed up 

by scoring 113 while playing in a men’s game for Holmesdale 

Cricket Club! 

In addition to playing and practising through the summer 

months of 2019, he was also selected to participate in the 

Emerging Players Progamme (EPP) which gathers the 

most talented 15-18-year olds to train together. Training 

continued in earnest over the winter with three sessions 

Cricket

Sport

a week, each lasting three hours in either Canterbury or 

Beckenham, during which time Will participated in a 

bespoke fitness programme and specialist cricket training. 

Before lockdown Will was selected for the South East 

Regional Cricket Squad who should have been competing 

against the three other regions at Eastbourne College in 

August. Unfortunately, this has been cancelled due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic.

Will was also selected to play in the 1st X1 at his club 

(Holmesdale CC) for this season. Holmesdale play in the 

Kent Premier League which is the highest non-professional 

level of cricket in the county.

During lockdown Will has continued to train by going to the nets 

early in the morning before school starts and by keeping fit.  

Matt Payne, Director of Sport
 

Talented Cricketer Will Harby continues to fulfil his potential

dominate and score three unanswered goals to win 3-2. The 

final match came against The Judd School and a strong 

performance from all saw Bethany come out comfortable 4-0 

winners. A short but successful season for this skilled team. 

U13
The U13 football team had a particularly strong season 

with an unbeaten run that included wins against St 

Ronan’s, St Edmund’s Canterbury, Farringtons School and 

Gad’s Hill. Draws against Beechwood Sacred Heart School 

and Claremont Preparatory School ensured an excellent 

season. James Candeloro and Luca Chettiar were excellent 

in midfield, using their experience from last year to control 

the game, playing with high energy levels all over the pitch 

and moving the ball with both skill and accuracy. Joshua 

Malin had another secure season in goal, quick off his line 

and making a number of very good saves. Excellent and 

talented additions to the team in the form of Billy Bolton 

Ferrett’s tenacious play in midfield, Charles Ayorinde’s 

speed and goal scoring up front, Harry Clifford’s wing 

play and Kudzai Thomas at Full Back improved the shape 

and balance of the team, which resulted in good levels of 

possession in matches and many goal scoring chances created. 

An excellent season and well done to all involved in the squad.

Matt Payne, Director of Sport
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RUGBY COLOURS (HALF)  
WILL BROWN
JOHNNY DAVIES
FELIX HEARN
JAMES MCQUEEN
JOSEPH ROURKE
BEN SCOTT
DANIEL SMITH

RUGBY COLOURS (FULL)  
JACK BARTRAM
BEN CLEMENTS
WILL CRAGGS
TOM GOLDING
MARCUS HOBSON
SEBASTIAN LUND

HOCKEY COLOURS (HALF)  
ELLIE RUSSELL

HOCKEY COLOURS (FULL)  
ABBIE LANCASTER
ELEANOR HARDWICK
BELLE ZHOU
LOLLY DISCOMBE

FOOTBALL COLOURS (HALF)  
JOSEPH BATEMAN
JACK BROWN
JOSEPH ROURKE

FOOTBALL COLOURS (FULL)  
JACK BARTRAM
OLIVER HAMILL
SEBASTIAN LUND

NETBALL COLOURS (HALF)  
ELLIE RUSSELL
SOPHIE OVENDEN
IZZI HANSON-ABBOTT

NETBALL COLOURS (FULL)  
ABBIE LANCASTER
ELEANOR HARDWICK
BELLE ZHOU
LOLLY DISCOMBE

HOLLY ADAMSON
HOCKEY & NETBALL

DAN AKOWE
FOOTBALL & RUGBY

LORRAINE BONSU
HOCKEY & NETBALL

HARRY CHAMBERS
FOOTBALL & RUGBY

TAWANAYASHA CHIKOPA
FOOTBALL & RUGBY

IMOGEN DADDY
HOCKEY & NETBALL

JAKE FUGGLE
FOOTBALL

SOPHIE HAMILL
HOCKEY & NETBALL

EMILY HILLS
HOCKEY & NETBALL

RUQAIYAH JARVITON
HOCKEY & NETBALL

CONNOR KENNISON-COOK
RUGBY

AMELIA KNOWLES
HOCKEY & NETBALL

JAKE LANCASTER
RUGBY

CLAUDIA MARTIN VICENTE
HOCKEY & NETBALL

AMELIA MIDGLEY
HOCKEY & NETBALL

ARCHIE NIELL
RUGBY

CHARLOTTE NOAKES
HOCKEY & NETBALL

SOPHIE OVENDEN
HOCKEY & NETBALL

VERITY ROSS
HOCKEY & NETBALL

THEODORE VON HALASZ
FOOTBALL & RUGBY

OSCAR WILLIAMS
RUGBY

Honours Awards

School Colours

Sport
Sport
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LAWRIE MANN TROPHY  
(GREATEST CONTRIBUTION TO 1ST 
XV RUGBY)
MARCUS HOBSON 2019                                                                                                              

THE HALFHIDE CUP                                                          
(MOST IMPROVED 1ST XV PLAYER) 
BEN SCOTT 2019
                                                                                                                                                    

THE RUGBY PLAYER OF THE 

SEASON 
SEBASTIAN LUND 2019               
 

HOCKEY MOST IMPROVED
RUQAIYAH JARVITON 2019

HOCKEY PLAYER OF THE SEASON
SOPHIE OVENDEN 2019

GREATEST CONTRIBUTION TO 

HOCKEY
ABBIE LANCASTER 2019

AMBROSE ROGERS FOOTBALL CUP 
(CONTRIBUTION TO FOOTBALL)
JACK BARTRAM 2020

SENIOR FOOTBALL CUP 
(MOST IMPROVED 1ST XI PLAYER)
THEODORE VON HALASZ 2020

THE FOOTBALL PLAYER OF THE 
SEASON 
JAKE FUGGLE 2020

PIPPA BLACKMAN TROPHY 
(CONTRIBUTION TO NETBALL)
SOPHIE OVENDEN 2020

SENIOR NETBALL MOST IMPROVED   
ELEANOR HARDWICK 2020

THE NETBALL PLAYER OF THE 
SEASON
SOPHIE OVENDEN 2020

Trophies

Sport
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Duke of Edinburgh’s 

Award

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
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During the Autumn term and first half of the Spring term,  

eco-school helpers focused on recycling and other 

environmental initiatives in the local community, while 

the habitat huts team ensured that the local bats, squirrels, 

bugs and birds have plenty of places to live. Year 12 helpers 

continued to enrich break and lunch times for younger pupils.

Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 lockdown, all 

residential trips had to be cancelled for the foreseeable 

future. This included all our expeditions planned for the 

Summer term. Also, participants soon found out just how 

difficult it was to try and think of, and undertake, section 

activities whilst locked down at home. 

The School has made use of its excellent remote learning 

capability, and each participant was made part of a Bronze, 

Silver or Gold group on Microsoft Teams. They say ‘necessity 

is the mother of invention’ and this has certainly been the 

case on this occasion. The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

programme will continue to use Microsoft Teams as its 

primary method for contacting participants going forward, 

even when the lockdown has been lifted.

Although the groups on Teams contain lots of information, 

possibly the most pertinent is that found on the 

#DofEWithADifference site which outlines the changes that 

pupils can now make to their award and ideas for completing 

it during lockdown. For example, for 2020 only, participants 

do not need an expedition to complete their award.

Going forward, the DofE staff are pushing to resume the 

normal running of the Award as soon as possible. We have 

learnt a lot from the process and are using the time wisely 

to streamline our systems and sort out our physical and 

online resources. DofE will be back, better than ever, in the 

Summer of 2021. In the meantime, we ask participants to 

complete as many of the sections as they can at home by 

making full use of the resources on Teams.

A huge thank you to all staff, supportive parents and 

enthusiastic participants who continue to make the Award 

the success that it is.   

Cliff Cooper,  
Director of Outdoor Learning

Bethany’s Duke of Edinburgh’s (DofE) Award programme got off to a 
flying start this year with record breaking uptake. Pupils in Years 9, 10 
and 12 were fully engaged and benefitting from the excellent activity 
enrichment programme to complete their sections. 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
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Postcards from...

Postcards from...

Rome & Florence
Over February half term, a 
group of 18 pupils made up of 
those studying Art A level, GCSE 
scholars and high-flyers set off 
to Italy for an inspirational trip to 
Rome and Florence.

The trip began in Rome, starting with a walking tour of the 
main sights. Pupils then jumped on the metro and arrived 
at the Spanish Steps, then cruised through to the Trevi 
Fountain and the Pantheon.

After a much-needed gelato from the famous Giolitti, 
they headed to the Vatican to see the treasures within 
the museums, then visited Michelangelo’s world-famous 
Sistine Chapel and witnessed the grandeur of St Peter’s 
Basilica. Michelangelo’s vision is behind many of the 
great sights of Rome, and pupils were astonished to learn 
just how wide his influence stretched, from designs in 
the Roman Forum, through to sculptural fountains in the 
Piazzas and the treasures within the museums.

After a good rest, the next day was spent exploring the 
Colosseum and learning about the brutal activities held 

there, before touring the scenic grounds of the Roman 
Forum, once the epicentre of Rome.

After lunch it was off to The Galleria Nazionale d’Arte 
Moderna e Contemporanea, where works from the likes 
of Van Gogh and Jackson Pollock were viewed alongside 
stunning pieces by Robert Morris. The gallery had been 
curated with the theme ‘Time is out of joint’, an exciting 
experiment by a new curator to jumble up works of different 
times and themes in a stimulating and exciting way.

The next day, the group headed for Florence via the 
beautiful, medieval town of Sienna and its iconic Piazza del 
Campo and dramatic Duomo. After some shopping, lunch, 
sightseeing and more gelato, the group boarded the coach 

Art pupils inspired in Rome and Florence
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Postcards from...

Rome & Florence

and soon arrived in Florence, just in time for a scenic walk 
followed by more pasta and pannacotta for tea.

The next day the group visited a 13th Century farmhouse 
nestled in the Tuscan hills where they made their own 
bruschetta, spaghetti and tiramisu.

This was followed by a walk up to the Piazzale Michelangelo 
to witness the spectacular views of Florence, and then it was 
off to the Ufizzi gallery to see the masterpieces of Da Vinci, 
Michelangelo and Botticelli, to name just a few.

The final day in Florence ended with a tour focused on 
street art, and a visit to the artist Clet Abraham’s studio. It 
was interesting to see the work of street artists such as Blub 
sharing the streets alongside some of the most famous 
artists of the high renaissance.

It was a fabulous trip which was thoroughly enjoyed by all 

that attended. 
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Ski trip to Passo Tonale - Italy
During February half term, 32 pupils and five staff braved 
A21 road closures and buffeting by Storm Dennis on the 
flight out of London Gatwick to finally make it to their 
hotel in the resort of Passo Tonale.

After meeting their in-country rep and settling into their 
rooms, they enjoyed the first of many delicious meals. The 
next morning saw an early start to collect ski equipment, 
and then straight out to meet the ski instructors. The group 
skied for five hours a day, coming back to the hotel for a 
much-needed rest and lunch between sessions.

On Tuesday evening the upper intermediates and 
advanced skiers were invited to take part in night skiing 
which was a thrilling experience most had not done before. 
Other evening activities included shopping excursions, 
pizza night and a disco event which turned out to be a lot 
more fun than expected. The highlight, of course, was Mr 
Cooper’s dancing!

The weather was great, as was the skiing, and the local 
people were kind and helpful. Everyone made excellent 
progress with their skiing and enjoyed themselves 

thoroughly.  

Postcards from...

Tonale
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Postcards from...

Split
2019 rugby tour to Split - Croatia
Over the October half term, 24 boys and three staff headed 
to Split in Croatia to play rugby at the invitation of Club 
Nada. This was a fabulous opportunity for the team to 
develop their rugby, and to enhance their camaraderie 
through the shared bonds created by touring.

The day before their departure, the squad got together to 
raise funds to pay for a complete squad set of playing shirts 
to be given as a gift to Club Nada. They aimed to run, as a 
squad, the marathon distance in under the world record 
set the previous week by Eliud Kipchoge of 1 hour 59 
minutes and 40 seconds. To achieve this, each participant 
had to run 100m with a rugby ball in a relay, with most 
of the boys completing 16 legs of 100m. Amazingly, they 
achieved this feat running it in 1 hour 57 minutes! 

The departure, in the very early hours of the following 
morning, very nearly did not happen with one of the 
boarders having left his passport in the boarding house 
safe. However, after that, a very smooth journey saw the 
touring party arrive in Split via Dubrovnik and Bosnia in 
the late afternoon sunshine. That evening the boys had 
the opportunity to walk the 20 minutes into the old town 
to explore before an opening tour dinner at a Pizzeria in a 
square in the narrow back streets.

Saturday was game day and not just for the squad. 
Following a steer from the team at Club Nada, the boys 
found a bar in the centre of Split to enable the group to 
watch England successfully dispatch Australia in the 
quarter finals of the Rugby World Cup. In the afternoon, 

the team travelled the short distance to Club  
Nada in a fleet of taxis for the first match of the tour.

The final day on tour was another beautiful day. The boys 
took taxis to a beach on the far side of the town and spent 
much of the day playing rugby in the water and watching 
the locals playing a ball game called picigin. In the evening, 
they went to an excellent restaurant for a final squad meal 
and tour awards before travelling back to Bethany on the 
Thursday. Thanks go to Mr Hughes for arranging another 
wonderful tour, and to the boys of the Senior Rugby Squad 
for being such great ambassadors for Bethany School and 

for rugby.  

Players of the Tour  
Thomas Golding and Sebastian Lund
Most Improved Player 
Connor Kennison-Cook
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Alison joined Bethany 

School in February 2009 

as Science Technician. 

Previously, her original 

profession was buying and 

selling speciality chemicals 

destined for the Middle 

East. She was a remarkable 

colleague who worked at 

Bethany for 10 years. The 

roles that she played have 

made a big difference for the pupils and their parents, and 

the Science department and staff. Alison met and exceeded 

every goal she was set. She was active, broad-minded, 

cheerful, friendly, honest, an initiator, industrious, loyal, 

persistent, productive, reliable, resourceful, self-disciplined 

and talented. Alison worked with the Science staff for a long 

time and never let them down. She was always full of energy 

and positivity. Alison will be sorely missed, and we wish her 

all the best as she commits her time to her new job as an 

International Transport Co-ordinator. 

Mike Thomas, Head of Science

Alison Enticknap

Simon Cuthbert

Simon joined Bethany to cover a short-term absence in the Religious Studies department in 

2016. He made an immediate impression on the staff and pupils with his positive approach 

to teaching. Simon is passionate about his subject and he imparts this to his pupils who 

enjoy challenging their forming views on religious and ethical issues. Simon quickly 

became the Head of Department and set about transforming the curriculum and adding 

supportive trips for all age groups that helped the pupils to immerse themselves fully in the 

topics. Simon’s kindness and tolerance was also matched by his willingness to get involved 

and over the time he was with us he ran Speakers competitive house and was appointed as 

the Assistant Chaplain, both roles he gave a huge amount of time and energy to. We wish 

Simon the best of luck at St Gregory’s School as he sets off on his next challenge which he 

will meet positively and quietly but with great assuredness, as he did here at Bethany. 

Alan Sturrock, Deputy Head Pastoral

Keith was one of the 

School’s Minibus Drivers 

and collected pupils from 

Tunbridge Wells daily. 

Being a former teacher, 

Keith had a great bond with 

the children. With his skills 

as a lifeguard at the School 

pool, as well as being an 

active member of the Duke 

of Edinburgh’s Award 

scheme, Keith gave a lot to Bethany. We were disappointed 

to accept his resignation after five years’ service, but of 

course he goes with our thanks and best wishes.

Stuart Harris, Bursar

Keith Derrett
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Tina left Bethany to move to Norfolk with her family and start a new chapter in her 

life. Tina was the Cleaner in the Science building and always did anything asked of her 

without hesitation. She was part of the Pengelly team and enjoyed cleaning the house and 

working alongside Jackey, the Housekeeper. Tina’s efficiency will be hard to replace, and 

we send her and her family, our best wishes and we hope their plans for living in Norfolk 

go as well as expected.

Stuart Harris, Bursar

As the saying goes, time 

flies when you’re having 

fun and Tim Hart Dyke 

must have had a lot of fun 

at Bethany given that he has 

worked and remained here 

for the last 30 years! Tim 

joined in September 1989 

and the Bethany that Tim 

joined was very different to 

the one that exists now. 

Back in 1989, Tim joined as Assistant Housemaster of 

Kendon House and Head of English. He brought an 

increased level of professionalism to both roles and 

quickly streamlined departmental processes and policies 

in English, as well as giving generously of his time to the 

boarders in Kendon.

The Headmaster at the time, Mr Harvey, had no 

hesitation in appointing Tim as Head of Sixth Form when 

The Orchard was built and what an inspired decision 

that proved to be. Indeed, Tim was Housemaster of 

The Orchard for its first five years of existence and led 

it superbly well. He was instrumental in creating a 

wonderful space by selecting the décor and furnishings. 

For a number of years Tim also led the prefect body, 

ran theatre trips and guided numerous young people to 

succeed in our Sixth Form.

Tim Hart Dyke

GCSE English results have gone from strength to strength 

under Tim’s leadership. The care and professionalism 

that he has shown to pupils and staff alike has meant that 

he has been a person that people gravitated towards for 

advice and guidance. Many pupils received vital additional 

English support and encouragement from Tim in the run-

up to examinations and, in addition, he frequently took 

time from his busy day to speak to numerous prospective 

pupils (and parents) as they toured the School and extolled 

the virtues of a Bethany School education, especially within 

his thriving English Department.

Tim has been instrumental in helping the School continually 

raise its standard of pastoral care and academic progress over 

the last three decades. His representation and promotion of 

Bethany School on trips to New York, California, Hong Kong 

and Spain down through the years have benefitted from his 

pragmatism, experience and professionalism. He leaves the 

School in a much stronger position than when he arrived. 

We shall all miss Tim at Bethany but are reassured by the 

fact he will continue to live locally, and therefore will remain 

available as an advisor and sage to those who need it.

I wish him and Kate a very long, happy and well-deserved 

retirement. Travel plans are being made and I am 

confident that they will have a wonderful time exploring 

the places that they will now have the time to visit.

Francie Healy, Headmaster

Tina Farrington
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Nick Frank

Nick Frank joined Bethany as Business Development 

Manager in late October 2019. He brought enthusiasm and 

optimism to the role and quickly set about researching key 

markets. Nick knew Bethany well as his son Tom had been a 

pupil here for seven years. This understanding of the culture 

and ethos of Bethany meant the familiarisation process for 

Nick was very straightforward.

Nick is an extremely affable gentleman who made friends easily 

and enthused about Bethany to everyone he spoke with. He 

formed excellent relationships with our former pupil body and 

organised a superb event in the London Bridge Hotel in March 

just before lockdown. The conviviality, sincerity, honesty, and 

trust that Nick brought to the role served Bethany well. 

Nick left his position at the end of March, just after lockdown 

started, as the economic climate was no longer conducive 

to development initiatives. Nick made many friends in the 

short time he was at Bethany and was known by all. All of us 

at Bethany wish Nick continued success in his other interests 

which are many and varied.

Francie Healy, Headmaster

Andy Keates 

Andy worked at Bethany 

School for just short of five 

years and was responsible 

for the cleaning and hygiene 

of the School. Andy worked 

hard and ensured the 

cleaning team performed 

well. He made sure that all 

areas of the School received 

the same care and attention 

they deserved. Andy has 

now moved on to Marlborough House School and leaves 

with our best wishes.

Stuart Harris, Bursar

Angie Meades  

Angie was a cleaner at 

Bethany School for 31 

years and was another 

member of staff that 

witnessed many changes 

at Bethany. Angie decided 

to hang her duster up after 

careful consideration and 

leaves behind an act that 

will be very hard to follow. 

She always went the extra 

mile and did what was asked of her efficiently, carefully 

and with a smile on her face. We were lucky enough to 

give Angie a send off with tea and cakes and she will be 

sorely missed.

Stuart Harris, Bursar

Jean Milham

Jean worked at Bethany 

for 42 years and has been 

witness to some significant 

changes at the School.  

Jean has cleaned every 

inch of every building 

more than once and has 

thoroughly enjoyed her 

time here. Unfortunately, 

the Covid-19 pandemic 

persuaded Jean to retire, 

and she has therefore hung her duster up and is now 

enjoying relaxing with her family as and when she wishes. 

Bethany will not be the same without Jean and we will all 

miss her dearly.

Stuart Harris, Bursar
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Claire joined Bethany 11 

years ago and immediately 

made her presence felt. 

During her time at Bethany 

she was Head of Media 

Studies, a highly valued 

Boarding Assistant in the 

girls’ boarding house, Old 

Poplars, a very pro-active 

tutor and she also taught 

in the English department. 

In addition, she helped on numerous Duke of Edinburgh’s 

Award expeditions and joint-led two trips to New York. 

Claire is the sort of person to throw herself whole-heartedly 

into life, and into everything designed to help and support 

our pupils. She is full of ideas and her lessons were always 

lively and interactive. 

We wish Claire and her family the very best of luck for the 

future as she moves to Cranbrook School to teach English 

and Media, and to manage one the girls’ boarding houses.

Tim Hart Dyke, Head of English

Claire Pack

Helen was the Assistant 

Bursar and worked in 

the Bursary for over five 

years. Helen was extremely 

efficient and resilient to 

anything that came her 

way. She supported the 

handover of Bursars twice 

in her time and wherever 

possible supported 

the School’s Duke of 

Edinburgh’s Award programme as well as being actively 

involved in the charity walks each September. Helen 

moved on to further her career and we will miss her skills, 

humour and ability to do the work of two people when it 

was needed.  

Stuart Harris, Bursar

Kevin worked as a cleaner 

at Bethany School and 

took great pride in 

cleaning Kendon Boarding 

House daily. He worked 

at Bethany for 14 years 

and always had a smile 

on his face. Kevin was a 

very pleasant, likeable 

character that would work 

wherever he was asked to, 

and nothing was ever too much trouble for him. Kevin has 

now moved on to Benenden Girls School and we wish him 

well in his new role.  

Stuart Harris, Bursar

Helen Proud 

Kevin Thornton

Juliana Tagliari

Juliana joined Bethany in 

July 2019 and brought a 

fresh perspective to our 

Marketing structure. She 

reviewed many aspects 

of what we did and came 

up with innovative and 

exciting additions and 

alternatives. She had very 

good people skills and 

she formed favourable 

impressions quickly with her colleagues.  Juliana quickly 

came to terms with the essence of Bethany. Juliana led 

a very busy life and decided that the demands of a full-

time post at Bethany were too onerous for her current 

circumstances and we were sad when she left us in January 

2020. All of us at Bethany wish her every possible success, 

joy and good fortune in the future.

Francie Healy, Headmaster  
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Steve Winter

Steve joined the 
Bethany staff as Deputy 
Head in September 
2014 and quickly 
made his mark. It was 
clear from the outset 
that Steve wanted his 
Deputy Headship to 
be a launching pad for 
Headship, and so it 
proved. Steve is both 
a linear and a lateral 
thinker as well as an 

excellent strategist. He was enthusiastically involved 
in many of the initiatives in the last five years and 
was central to the creation of our Virtues of Learning: 
although this is mainly common sense, like Steve, it is 
extremely well articulated.  

Steve also created professional learning communities 
with the teaching staff, which enabled them to have 
more autonomy in their professional development. 
He sharpened up the School’s strategic plan and also 
produced a potent teaching and learning action plan 
annually.  
 
Steve has a genuine and passionate love for rugby, 
and this shone through during his time at Bethany 
and I know he was particularly proud of the unbeaten 
season our first XV had a couple of seasons ago. Steve 
was also in charge of discipline which can, at times, be 
stressful and he handled this aspect very well indeed.  

Steve’s leadership of the academic side of the school 
enabled all staff to question what they were doing and, 
indeed, why they were doing it thus developing their 
self-reflection skills. Steve is also an excellence Religious 
Studies teacher with superb examination preparation 
techniques which benefited the pupils hugely. 
 
Steve’s promotion to the Headship of Maida Vale School 
filled me with sadness and happiness: sadness that 
he was leaving, and joy in his promotion. Maida Vale 
School is a new school admitting pupils for the first 
time in September 2020 and no doubt the preparations 
that Steve has put in place between January and 
September have been excellent given Steve’s 
outstanding planning skills.  

Steve spent 16 very successful terms at Bethany, and I 
have every confidence that he will be an outstanding 
Headmaster.

Francie Healy, Headmaster

We were highly disappointed 
when Covid-19 forced us to 
cancel our annual Speech Day 
and prize giving ceremony, a day 
which is looked forward to by the 
entire Bethany Community.

However, necessity is the mother of invention and on 

19th June, we held a very successful virtual version of this 

highly anticipated event. Over 600 parents, pupils and staff 

watched the ceremony from home where they heard from 

the Headmaster, Chair of Governors, pupils and staff and 

celebrated the achievements of our pupils over the past 

academic year.

After opening with the School hymn, beautifully sung 

by Charlotte Ensor with backing vocals from our own 

Miss Bullock and Mr Brinson, Headmaster Francie Healy 

welcomed all attendees live from the School.

The first speaker was Tim Hart Dyke, Head of English 

and Sixth Form, who retired from Bethany this year after 

30 years. Tim reflected on just how much the School has 

changed within his time here. However, he highlighted 

that one thing has remained constant, and that is change. 

We always embrace change here at Bethany and encourage 

Speech day

94 The Bethanian 2019-2020 
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our pupils to do the same. One change we could not have 

foreseen is that which has been bought about by Covid-19. 

However, Tim spoke about the valuable lessons that the 

pandemic has taught us. It has given us an opportunity to 

do things differently, to travel less, be less rushed and to be 

more considerate to one another. 

We then heard from Chair of Governors, Roger Stubbs. 

At Speech Day last year, Roger spoke about just how well 

Bethany copes with adversity. This year, we understand 

that this is more relevant than ever before. Roger also 

spoke about his personal lockdown experience and kindly 

thanked Mr Healy, the teaching staff, support staff and the 

Senior Management Team for their hard work, especially 

over the past few months, and praised the pupils for 

successfully adapting to remote learning.

It was then time for Mr Healy’s speech where he spoke 

about ‘Coping with Adversity’. In Mr Healy’s experience, 

“it is not what happens to you in life, but how you react to 

what happens”. It is true that we all face adversity in our 

lives, especially recently considering Covid-19, but some 

of us are able to flourish when things get difficult. Mr 

Healy shared some words of wisdom on facing adversity 

including the importance of finding a sense of humour 

(as laughter really is the best medicine), taking stock of 

what you have already been through and engaging in self-

reflection. He also highlighted the importance of optimism 

and reminded us all to never stop believing in our abilities. 

Mr Healy finished by highlighting how Covid-19 has 

bought out the best in the Bethany Community. Parents 

have been kind and supportive, and pupils and teachers 

have successfully adapted to an entirely new way of 

teaching and learning.

We were then delighted to welcome our guest of honour, 

professional race walker and Olympic Athlete, Tom 

Bosworth. Tom was due to be competing in his second 

Olympic Games in Tokyo 2020, and sadly his hopes of 

bettering his sixth place, which he achieved in Rio in 2016, 

before turning 30 were cut short. Tom shared an important 

message about making the most of the exceptionally rare 

situation we have found ourselves in during lockdown, and 

the importance of remaining positive and looking out for 

one another. 

Next we heard from the Bethany Senior Prefect Team 

starting with Marcus Hobson, Deputy Head of School. 

Marcus thanked Tom Bosworth, and then shared his 

appreciation for his time spent at Bethany, particularly 

his time playing rugby and how it has taught him to put 

trust in others. Marcus also reflected on his once-in-a-

lifetime True Adventure trip to Costa Rica. Alexia Pickett, 

Deputy Head of School, then spoke about her experience at 

Bethany, from starting as a shy and reserved Year 7 pupil, 

to leaving Bethany as a chatty, confident Year 13. Alexia 

warmly spoke about creating memories that will last a 

lifetime and explained how Bethany has helped her to find 

her voice.

Head Boy Jeremy Daubeny then shared his thoughts on his 

time at Bethany. Jeremy joined Bethany in Year 7, and his 

year group quickly formed a close-knit bond. The sense of 

community formed from the outset continued into Year 9, 

which was enhanced by becoming a boarder in Pengelly. 

Jeremy spoke about how he perceives the wide variety of 

subjects, from traditional to creative, that are offered to all 

pupils to be one of Bethany’s many strengths. In his time 

in sixth form, Jeremy has found Bethany to be superb at 

growing independence. With opportunities such as the 

Apprentice Challenge and Young Enterprise, no two weeks 

in sixth form were the same. Jeremy’s time at Bethany ended 

abruptly on 20th March when the School was forced to close. 

He finished by telling us that he will miss Bethany, but he 

will always remember it as a unique and happy place.

The event concluded with a reading of a poem written by 

former Head of Art, Peter Norgrove and a viewing of the 

Year 13 leavers video, but of course, not before Mr Healy 

could tell his long-awaited joke!  

Lizzie Norman,  Marketing Manager

Speech day

Speech day
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Chapliancy - Awaiting content

We had previously held, for the sixth 

form and staff, a mock referendum in 

2016 (with Remain the overwhelming 

choice) and an election in 2017 (with 

the Conservatives winning a slim 

but workable majority victory); so we 

have previously bucked the national 

trend. We decided this year to expand 

the election to all of our pupils and 

staff, with three different Bethany 

‘constituencies’: Key Stage 3; Key 

Stage 4; and sixth form and staff.

 

Ahead of December’s election, the 

Politics department ran a full School 

assembly, explaining the national 

election process and highlighting some 

of the key issues from the environment 

to education, and the economy 

to Brexit. Different parties were 

represented by different A level Politics 

pupils, who described their keynote 

policies to the School. It’s worth noting 

that not everyone was delighted with 

the party they had to represent, with 

more than one having to sincerely and 

wholeheartedly deliver policies through 

gritted teeth and a rictus grin!

In the week following the assembly, 

we plastered the School with flyers 

showing the aims of each of the main 

UK parties, allowing everyone in the 

School to digest the policies ahead of 

the election.

On Thursday 12th December, Bethany 

polling stations opened promptly 

at 8.00am and voting took place 

throughout the day until the close at 

5.00pm. The ballot boxes were collected 

and taken in great secrecy for counting 

by the A level pupils, which happened 

later that evening.

As it turned out of course, nationally 

the Conservatives won a somewhat 

surprisingly dominant majority; and 

this result was mirrored overall in 

the Bethany count. However, one 

constituency, Key Stage 4, elected the 

Liberal Democrats. In both Key Stage 3 

and the sixth form/staff constituencies, 

the Conservatives won clearly and 

Mock
election 
2019
Following the announcement of the 
snap General Election in December, 
preparations began within the 
History and Politics department for 
Bethany’s own version.

Mock Election 2019

decisively; and what was noticeable 

from the last election was the collapse in 

support, even among the pupils, for the 

Labour party, who only just held off the 

challenge of the Brexit Party for fourth 

place. Clearly the demographic of our 

electorate has a huge effect on the result, 

but it is clear that Sir Keir Starmer has a 

lot to do if he’s to get the support of the 

Bethany constituencies next time!

Simon Davies,  
Head of History and Politics
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Frederick Carter took over from me as President at our 

AGM on June 20th and in doing so, a further record was 

created. At 23, Frederick is certainly the Society’s youngest 

President. He takes over with my warmest good wishes, for 

every success in working with the School, to implement his 

plans to modernise and revitalise our excellent Society.

2020 has been a remarkable year for all of us, and of 

course, largely, for all the wrong reasons. Covid-19 has 

changed the world we knew beyond all recognition. I hope 

by the time you read this report, we are beginning to return 

to some sense of normal life.

Some of you will have lost someone dear to you or will 

know someone who has died during this pandemic. My 

heartfelt condolences go out to anyone who has lost a loved 

one during this difficult time. 

As I write, I have just been advised of the death of two 

alumni, Tony Cardwell after a long illness, and Alex Ward 

at just 31 years old.

This has been the year of Zoom and video conferencing in 

general, and the Old Bethanians Society has embraced this 

technology with gusto! We held the Society’s first virtual 

committee meeting in May and our first virtual AGM in 

June, both of which went well, with good participation 

from everyone attending.

Of necessity, socially this has been a relatively quiet year, 

but we were lucky enough to be able to enjoy a couple 

of really good, and very different social events earlier 

in the year. Robert Pilbeam and Paul Holmes, hosted 

yet another excellent 20 Club dinner at the East India 

Club, kindly sponsored by David Cowling. It was a really 

enjoyable evening, quite one of the best I can remember, 

and presented a wonderful opportunity to catch-up with 

friends old and new.

In March, the School held a very enjoyable evening of 

drinks and canapes in a private room at the London 

Bridge Hotel. This event was also very well attended, with a 

diverse range of Old Bethanians from very recent leavers, to 

members who had left more than forty years ago. It proved 

to be a really successful mix, with good conversation and 

plenty of laughter. 

Unfortunately, our June super event, due to have been 

held in a private room at The Chaser Inn, Shipbourne, has 

had to be postponed, but I know Frederick is planning to 

reschedule it for the autumn. The Chaser is a really great 

venue with excellent food in the true gastro-pub tradition, 

plentiful and freshly cooked. The library room, planned for 

this event, is a splendid, vaulted private room, perfect for 

an informal supper such as this. Please do keep an eye on 

the website, for this, and other events that your President 

has planned for the coming year.

It only remains for me to wish Frederick every success 

during his next two years as the Society’s President, and to 

ask you to please support him and your Society in its future 

events. We are always open to suggestions, so please do feel 

able to contribute your thoughts and ideas to help make 

The Old Bethanians Society a fun, relevant and enjoyable 

Society to belong to in the twenty-first century.

With my warmest good wishes for the festive season ahead.

Paul Grist, 
President 2018-2020

This report marks the end of my third term as President of the Old 
Bethanians Society. My first was back in the 1990s and then again for 
the past two years, which I believe is a record!

Old Bethanians 
Society

Old Bethanians Society
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Chaplaincy

Chaplaincy
The Chaplaincy continues 
in strength, building on the 
excellent work of the Bethany 
Chaplains through the years.

We have lively singing, prayer, worship, and a thought for 

the day with games, quizzes, questions and discussion. It 

is great to spend time together in the beauty of the Chapel 

building in which pupils and staff alike have prayed and 

worshipped for many years. The centrality of worship, 

opportunity for an expression of faith, and staff and 

pupils’ own personal journeys is definitely happening. 

There’s a buzz that occurs when they come through the 

chapel doors. We know God’s heart for this School and all 

who are here. 
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In October, an environmentally conscious group of pupils 

from Years 8, 9 and 11 led a weekly Chapel service. They 

asked the Bethany Community to begin to focus on two 

important environmental issues: reducing plastic waste 

and being water-wise.

Their presentations were both informative and thought-

provoking. As part of their drive to raise awareness, 

they planned two whole school events. The first was an 

own-clothes day with a blue theme to raise money for 

the charity Water Aid. The second was a ‘Bring your own 

water bottle’ campaign which took place in November. 

As well as helping to reduce plastic waste, this also aimed 

to encourage pupils to drink more water which can aid 

concentration and promote general good health.

It’s always really interesting to watch the Competitive 

House Chapel competition. The pupils had to prepare 

all the content and make sure their message reached 

everyone. All three houses delivered engaging, 

challenging and encouraging Chapels. The winning 

house was Speakers.

Reverend Serena Willoughby

In December, we had 

our Advent Prayer Space 

which focussed on the 

different characters in the 

Christmas Story. It was a 

time of quiet reflection 

and contemplation which 

encouraged pupils to 

spend time thinking 

about what the season 

is all about. Within the 

characters’ stories we 

thought about forgiveness 

and saying sorry, giving 

thanks for our gifts and 

talents and how we can 

use them to benefit others.

We prayed for the many places in the world in turmoil and 

wrote messages on a big world map. We talked about our 

hopes and dreams because in Mary’s story we read that, 

‘nothing is impossible with God’.

Pop-up Nativity 
Great fun was had in the Chapel at Christmas as the staff 

put on a ‘Pop-up nativity’ using costumes from the Bethany 

archives. The staff, including the Headmaster, were all very 

joyful and the pupils really enjoyed a new retelling of the 

Christmas message.

We had a couple of fearsome Archangel Gabriels, prayerful 

Daniels, humble shepherds and majestic wise men. We 

also had wonderful Marys and a couple of brilliant Josephs. 

This was acted alongside all of us singing through O Little 

Town of Bethlehem.

The annual Carol service was a wonderful occasion with 

the Church packed with family and the school. The choir 

led carols, pupils read and led the congregation in prayer 

and it was a special worship occasion in the life of Bethany 

school as always.

On 20th March it was announced that Schools across the 

UK would be closing for the foreseeable future. However, 

the Chapel remained very much open to support the 

Bethany community through a new way of being. Our 

weekly Chapels still took place but virtually and the 

parents’ prayer meeting continued via Zoom! This was new 

territory for me but something that I enjoyed very much.

Chaplaincy

Pupil-led Chapel service Advent Prayer Space

Carol Service at St Dunstan’s

Virtual Chapel
Competitive House  
Chapel competition 
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Charity Work

Charity Work

Bethany Warriors for  
Change Group 

Sixth Form host coffee morning 
for Macmillan 

By October, the Warriors for Change had already begun their 

mission to make the world a healthier place. The first of 

their endeavours was a Chapel service on the problems with 

single-use plastic products and their negative effects on the 

ocean. They were joined by representatives from the School 

Council as well as a Year 8 project-based learning group who 

contributed by talking about Water Aid and how the Bethany 

community can help with the water crisis in Africa.

During the service, they announced the date of Blue Day, a 

non-uniform day where pupils wore a blue item of clothing 

and donated at least £2. All of the donations were given to 

Water Aid, a charity that the Warriors for Change are very 

passionate about.

The second project the group embarked on was the 

organisation of Bethany’s new water bottle-merit 

scheme where pupils are awarded merits for bringing 

in sustainable water bottles for long periods of time. 

This project aims to not only encourage more water 

consumption, which has numerous health benefits, but 

to also decrease the number of plastic cups used in the 

School for water thus reducing our plastic waste.

On Tuesday 12th of November, sixth form pupils hosted a 

coffee and cake morning for Years 11, 12 and 13. Parents 

and staff provided cakes for pupils to come and purchase. 

The fundraising effort was a great success and over £230 

was raised for Macmillan Cancer Support.

Shoebox success
In November, pupils made over 50 Christmas boxes 

which were sent to Romania via the charity Children in 

Distress. This volunteer-led appeal ensures that children 

from the poorest families or in orphanages, hospices or 

hospitals know someone cares about them at Christmas. 

The appeal also ensures that senior citizens living alone 

and in care are not forgotten.
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Charity Work

At 6.05am on Saturday 27th June, Bethany pupil Will 

Harby and his friend Tom set off aiming to walk 40 miles 

in 12 hours wearing cricket pads, gloves and carrying their 

bats. Their trek took them along part of the North Downs 

Way between Stowting and Wye, through the countryside 

between Appledore and Hythe, with them ending up on an 

‘easier’ stretch on the Royal Military Path next to the canal. 

They dealt with torrential 

rain and strong winds as 

well as repeatedly being 

asked who had thrown the 

cricket ball so far that they 

needed to walk all that way!

After 11 hours and 56 

minutes, the boys finally 

hit their 40-mile target. 

They chatted the whole 

way, enjoying spending 

some time together for the 

first time in three months 

as well as raising over 

double their sponsorship 

target for CRY (Cardiac 

Risk in the Young).  

The Apprentice Challenge 

Charity boxing match for 
Cancer Research

The Read for Good Readathon

Will Harby walked 40 miles in 
full cricket gear

During the final few days of the Autumn term, the Year 12 

Apprentice Challenge candidates were set the task of choosing 

a charity and raising as much money for it as possible.

To do this they had four days to create a TikTok video to 

promote their charity fundraising. They could then use it to 

help them raise money. They were judged on the number of 

‘likes’ the video got for their video clip over the subsequent 

month. More importantly, they were judged on the money 

they raised, both individually and as a team.

Various methods were used to raise money including 

washing cars, baking cakes and doing household chores. 

The vast majority of the 16 candidates still left in the 

competition raised over £100 each, with Molly Elton 

raising a fantastic £300. 

Year 13 pupil, Anthony Knight, took part in a UWBC 

Charity Boxing Match on Friday 13th December to raise 

money for Cancer Research. Anthony raised a total of £629 

which is fantastic. Anthony won his bout in style with a 

technical knockout in the first round.

In April, Bethany pupils took part in the Read for Good 

Readathon. The Readathon not only encourages a love 

of reading but also raises money to provide books and 

storytellers for children in hospitals across the UK. This 

year pupils raised a total of £528 by reading as many books 

as possible in six months.
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          Tony Cardwell

Tony Cardwell 1938 - 2020

A Personal Tribute:
Many former pupils and staff will have good memories 

of Tony Cardwell’s time at Bethany, though I just missed 

being taught by him. He joined the Bethany staff in 1963, 

to teach English, and here I enjoyed his companionship, 

benefitting much from his quiet, professional approach 

to school-mastering, as did so many of our colleagues. 

Tall, bearded, and urbane with a quiet air of authority,  he 

was remembered by many pupils for his enormous brown 

brogues, corduroy trousers, woolly jumper, sports jacket, 

slightly stooped shoulders with sweeping, slightly chalky, 

black gown and an air of perpetual mild bemusement. He 

was a keen rugby player quietly introducing some optional 

rugby at Bethany, in his early years. This enabled Christian 

Lanzer, as the new Headmaster, to introduce rugby more 

formally in 1971 and thereafter Tony coached the U14’s XV. 

Tony had a wicked sense of humour which enabled him to 

see the funny side of even the most difficult situations. He 

might even have been the master who started the betting 

on how long Christian Lanzer’s staff meetings would 

last! He was a gifted editor of the School magazine for 10 

years, writing School notes originally called, appropriately, 

‘Round the Island’. These inevitably had real gems of 

humour, though often they needed to be read twice to 

appreciate fully their subtle humour. Outside School, in 

his leisure hours, Tony was a trombone player. One Old 

Bethanian remembers seeing him one Saturday afternoon 

in Chapel Place, Tunbridge Wells, in some deep, shop 

doorway, very laid back, playing his trombone and the 

drums in a jazz band.

Tony left Bethany in 1983, having been on the staff for 

20 years, to take up thatching for a living. This enabled 

him to devote more of his time to writing, always such a 

keen interest of his. At Tony’s last Speech Day, Christian 

Lanzer paid this tribute:  “Mr Cardwell is a long player and 

after 20 years in the classroom teaching English – where 

generations of boys have found his gentle, philosophical 

approach endearing and quietly reassuring – he still shows 

complete calm… It was through his enthusiasm in the 

sixties that rugby football started at the School … He was 

the editor of the School magazine, to which he brought his 

individual style and own brand of humour.”

This superb writing in The Bethanian magazines almost 

certainly prompted the School Governors and Headmaster 

to ask Tony to complete the writing of the School history, 

started by The Revd Skene Catling but largely incomplete 

at his death in 1993. He pays tribute in the Introduction 

to ‘From Acorn to Oak Tree’ to the contributors to The 

Bethanian  “who for more than a hundred years have been 

leaving a steady trail of anecdotes and reminiscences to 

tell us what it was like to be at Bethany even before the days 

of cars and electricity.” He researched widely and listened 

sympathetically; the result is a history worthy of the School 

he served with such distinction.

He did return, at Bill Harvey’s invitation, to talk to the 

Pengelly Society on his thatching and even there managed 

to infuse his talk with much humour! One inevitably feels 

that such giants are rarely seen again, are a one-off and, 

therefore, should be treasured accordingly. At best we can 

only give thanks for the privilege of having known such a 

man and one who enriched so many of our lives at Bethany.

Paul Holmes

Musician, Teacher, Historian, Author, 
Thatcher and true gentle man. 
Died peacefully on 26th June 2020
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Tony Cardwell

“Everything in life has invisible and unforeseen 
consequences. But that shouldn’t stop you from 

following your chosen path.

We must all try and fulfil our inner selves in every 
possible way, and use our talents as best we can.”

1974: 
May was quite a good month for these Assembly “howlers”. 

For instance, on May 10th, the Headmaster announced 

that at that evening’s meeting of the Pengelly Society, Mr 

Beaulah would be “speaking on Hadrian’s Wall”. Ear-

trumpets were presumably optional. Then on the last day 

of May rain fell heavily, and in order to reduce the amount 

of mud that would otherwise be spread around we were 

asked to “keep off the ground”. (actually that is just the 

sense of what he said…!)This sort of thing brings to mind 

an earlier injunction from KP that in case of fire in the 

classroom the first thing you should do is “stand in your 

desk and close the lid.”

1975:  
Sadly, not all Bethanians are blessed with an innate 

understanding of music. Here are some of the Bethany 

third formers’ (now called Year 9) contributions to musical 

knowledge in a recent test: “The bubble bas is a pizzicato 

instrument.” “Without your intestines… your voice will stay 

like a five-year-old’s.” “Princess Anne came down the aisle 

on a hornpipe.” “To start with, the Beatles had short hair 

but when they finished it was longer.”

1978: 
If I were a rat I should feel pretty strongly about it. All this 

back-slapping and excitement and what does it all mean? 

Simply that one of the finest dumps in the area has been 

bull-dozed out of the existence (this is where the current 

Art School was built upon). The time is fast approaching 

for a Dump Conservation Scheme, a Save Our Dumps 

Movement to put an end to this desecration and waste. 

In the former dump, now buried beneath the gentle 

contours of the Da Vinci lawns lie the skeletons of many 

fine old cars which were once knights of the road… On the 

day that the Bishop of Stepney was talking about ‘Man’s 

Social Conscience’ it became clear that machines too have 

a social conscience, certainly where death is concerned. 

Rather like elephants they choose a place to die. A car, 

parked in the lane outside the San, belonging to the school 

doctor, evidently heard the Call of the Last Grommet 

emanating from that graveyard of old chassis and king-

pins, from the dump. Obedient to the Call, it began to 

move under a mysterious force in that direction. It took the 

corner into the service road – nearly, but here things began 

to go wrong. Apparently it mistook Pengelly House for the 

dump, which School House (now called Kendon House) 

occupants would no doubt consider an easy mistake to 

make, and, rushing to achieve its final destiny, struck the 

building so hard that it awoke sixth-formers who were 

taking private study periods in their rooms…As it is, the 

only result of the whole business is that Pengelly House 

has been nudged four inches nearer the dump-that-was: a 

small step, those School House men will say, but one in the 

right direction anyway. Certainly, it all proves that a car on 

the road is worth two in the dump. (Why spoil the House 

for a ha’p’orth of car?)

Tony Cardwell, excerpts from  
The Bethanian
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          Alex Ward

In Memorium - Alex Ward

Councillor Alex Ward:
Alex Ward was elected in May 2019 to Ashford Borough 

Council in Kent. This was the successful culmination of 

six years campaigning on local issues in the Borough. 

He first stood for the Council in 2015 as the Labour 

candidate in Bybrook Ward in a closely fought contest 

with his Conservative opponent. He was then selected by 

Ashford Labour Party for Beaver Ward in last year’s local 

elections. This time Alex won, fulfilling his strongly held 

commitment to public service and became a member of 

the Council’s Joint Transportation Board. His lifelong 

engagement in politics began almost from birth. When 

he was born in 1989, his father David Ward worked as an 

adviser to the late Rt Hon John Smith MP and his mother 

Emma MacLennan in the Labour Party’s Policy Directorate.   

His family moved from London to High Halden, near 

Tenterden, in 1996. Alex went to Lynden Grove Primary 

School in Ashford, Bethany School in Curtisden Green, 

and then Canterbury Christ Church University where 

he graduated in Multimedia Journalism. Maintaining 

his interest in politics Alex also served as an intern for 

a Labour Member of Parliament and for a Republican 

US Senator. In his professional life Alex worked on 

international road safety issues. For the Towards Zero 

Foundation he participated in meetings of the United 

Nations Global Forum for Traffic Safety in Geneva and 

recently helped to co-ordinate the ‘#50by30’ campaign 

to set a global target to halve road deaths by 2030. The 

campaign succeeded in February this year when the 

#50by30 target was adopted by the 3rd Global Ministerial 

Conference on Road Safety held in Stockholm Sweden. 

Unfortunately, Alex was unable to participate in the 

Stockholm conference as in June 2019 he began to 

experience difficulties walking and these gradually 

worsened over the remainder of the year. After two periods 

of investigation at the Kent and Canterbury Hospital, in 

February Alex was diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease. 

This cruel terminal condition causes severe disability and 

speech loss. Despite his chronic illness Alex remained 

an active Councillor, participating in virtual meetings 

during the COVID 19 lockdown. In March he was thrilled 

to become an uncle when his sister Katerina gave birth to 

a son Luca. On July 6th (in the first wedding held in the 

Ashford area since the COVID 19 outbreak) Alex married 

his long-term partner of ten years Elizabeth who is from 

the island of Crete in Greece. Alex’s mother is half Greek, 

also from Crete. A Greek speaker, Alex and all his family 

have a deep affection for the island and spent many 

memorable holidays there.  

Alexander Samuel Robert Ward passed away peacefully on 

Wednesday 22nd July at the Kent and Canterbury Hospital 

and will be sorely missed by his family and many friends. 

Those wishing to celebrate his life are asked to make a 

donation to the Mid Kent MND Association Special Appeal at: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ 
mid-kent-branch-emergency-appeal

Alexander Samuel Robert Ward 
passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday 22nd July 2020. 
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Alex Ward

“I remember Alex Ward very well indeed as I taught him Maths.  I think it’s fair to say that Maths wasn’t 
his best subject but, nevertheless, under my tutelage, he passed it!

In March 2004 Alex was one of my Maths pupils.  Back then we had school on a Saturday morning.   
At the end of the maths lesson on the Friday, Alex asked me if he could take the following day off so he 

could attend the England vs Ireland rugby match at Twickenham.  I replied that the only way I’d give him 
permission to miss my lesson would be if he supported the boys in green!  

On following Monday, during the next Maths lesson, Alex presented me with a tie containing shamrocks 
and red roses which he had obtained as a hospitality gift at the match.  I still wear that tie every  

St Patrick’s Day.  Ireland won the match by six points and in fact went on to win the Triple Crown that year.

It is often said that the good die young; Alex was more than good, he was great. ”
Francie Healy, Headmaster
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Bethany’s teachers have been receiving in-depth training 

on using online learning systems, including Microsoft 

Teams, for over two years, therefore the School was well 

prepared to make the transition to remote learning 

seamlessly. The Bethany Science department tested metals 

and non-metals remotely, Food & Nutrition Studies pupils 

followed tutorials via Instagram and PE and Games pupils 

were able to continue their learning by creating online 

activity diaries. Even Bethany’s International pupils 

were still able to participate in their lessons from all over 

the world which was not without complication! Léon 

Verhaeghe participated in a poetry class from Belgium, 

and Wilson Lam attended his English as an Additional 

Language classes from Hong Kong.

          Remote Learning

Our pupils even completed a wide range of Project Based 

Learning assignments from home, both individually and 

in groups. In May, pupils were given a choice of 10 projects, 

each phrased as a ‘can you’ question. Popular choices were:

l   Can you plan and cook a three-course meal from 

another country?

l     Can you produce a successful wildlife image for a 

photographic competition?

l   Can you design and construct a crazy golf course to 

entertain your family at home?

l   Can you study the local wildlife in your area and report 

back about it?

Remote Learning
On Friday 20th March 2020 the UK Government closed Schools until 
further notice due to the continued spread of Covid-19. Owing to 
the hard work of staff and pupils, Bethany was very well prepared 
for this announcement and pupils successfully swapped their 
classrooms at School for a classroom at home.
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Remote Learning

At Bethany we are very lucky to have such a supportive 

parent body, and the feedback throughout this period 

of remote learning from parents and pupils alike has 

been overwhelmingly positive. Here are just some of the 

comments we have received:

‘This is working’
“Although we’re only a few hours in – both children have said, 

unprompted, ‘this is working’. They are very much benefiting 

from the structure and visibility of their teachers and 

classmates and they are both feeling positive about this setup.

I also wanted to say that in chatting with other friends 

about their children’s respective school setups during 

this time, what Bethany is doing is far above what other 

children seem to be getting. The fact that all kids have 

laptops and online access to everything has made Bethany 

well placed to handle a crisis like this.”

Parent of pupils in Years 7 and 9
“I am so impressed with Bethany. Today, my son has 
seamlessly transitioned to online learning. He is having 
virtual lessons, talking with his friends, completing work 
and loving it! His routine continues, and he is happy and 
engaged. It has also meant that I am able to continue 

working from home to support my clients.”

“...realy impressed...”
“I have to say that I was really impressed with the system, 
my son was able to just get on with his schoolwork while 
my husband and I continued working from home. 

I have also heard extremely positive feedback from other 
Year 7 parents. Long may it continue.”

Parent of two Year 7 pupils
“Both girls had such a positive experience with remote 

learning and didn’t feel nearly as isolated with all their 

friends available. A huge thank you to you all – it takes a 

team, and the dedication required from the school to make 

this work, in such stressful times, and in the short period 

of time we had, is nothing short of amazing.

Well done, and thank you, Bethany! It’s a huge relief to know 

that the girls’ education won’t slip during these trying times.”

Headmaster Francie Healy said:
“When I started teaching, I never thought for one minute 

that I would end up being Headmaster of a School that was 

delivering all of its lessons remotely. I would like to pay tribute 

to the amazing teaching staff who have worked incredibly 

hard on top of all their other commitments, so that they 

can deliver remote teaching excellently. I would also like to 

praise our pupils who have adapted to this enforced change 

so well. All of us here at Bethany really do appreciate the very 

complimentary emails that many parents have sent into the 

School praising the level of service that Bethany is providing.”

Thank you to all our staff, pupils and parents for their 

constant hard work and support.  

Lizzie Norman, Marketing Manager
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Friends of 
Bethany 
School

          Friends of Bethany School

Our primary aim at Friends of 
Bethany School (FoBS) is to 
encourage and foster a friendly 
and close relationship between 
parents and staff at Bethany. 
We also try to raise money to 
provide additional facilities for 
the pupils at Bethany. This year, 
sadly, our fundraising efforts 
have been thwarted mid-year by 
Covid-19. However, we have paid 
for outside storage lockers to be 
installed around the campus for 
all pupils, and shortly we will be 
paying for the refurbishment of 
the day rooms.
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Friends of Bethany School

In November, FoBS held our Annual Charity Disco for Years 

7, 8 and 9. The pupils, as usual, enjoyed it immensely. 

Parents kindly contributed towards refreshments, 

providing an array of delicious snacks. Pupils are always 

asked in advance which charity they would like the money 

to benefit. This year they chose Water Aid. From sales of 

tickets (costing £10 each) they raised £940.

In December, the Anthony Clarke Memorial Rugby Match 

was well attended here at Bethany. The weather stayed dry 

and FoBS provided hot drinks and bacon rolls for all the 

players. Tunbridge Wells eventually triumphed, with a 

score of 10-19, against Bethany First XV.

FoBS had stiff competition from some very industrious 

Young Enterprise pupils, who were selling hot drinks and 

bumper packs of snacks, when we provided a bar over 

the three nights of the brilliant whole school production 

of Hairspray. Luckily for us, they are not allowed to sell 

alcohol or we’re not sure we would have made any money!

Our annual Fish and Chips Quiz Night in March was again 

very successful. Kebab Fish Knight in Marden provided 

the fish and chips. Simon Davies was our excellent new 

compère , and puddings on offer included giant chocolate 

covered strawberries. A big thank you to all parents who 

attended and helped to raise £955 from sales at the bar and 

our pudding auction.

The Music Department have started to hold open mic 

nights once a term in the Music School, and FoBS set up 

a small bar at these events. The small venue makes for a 

great atmosphere and the talented pupils always make it a 

hugely enjoyable evening.

As Speech Day this year was virtual, we were unable to hold 

our annual school fête. However, we look forward to better 

times ahead and hope that next June we will all have the 

opportunity once again to enjoy this special day when we 

say farewell to Bethany Upper Sixth pupils, welcome Old 

Bethanians and savour Pimm’s in the sunshine.

Every parent or guardian of a child who is currently (or 

who has previously been) a Bethany pupil, is a Friend of 

the School. If you think you would like to join FoBS, please 

email us at fobs@bethanyschool.org.uk. We ask only that 

you can spare enough time to help during at least two 

events per year and attend at least two of our monthly 

meetings per year. We would appreciate your help; we have 

a lot of fun and we promise to make you very welcome.

Kim Bardoe, FoBS Chair
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THE JJ KENDON PRIZE FOR 
EFFORT 
YEAR 7
JAMES DUNCOMBE

SPECIAL MENTIONS:  
EMILY FRASER, EMMA KUHEPA, 
HELENA MCNAMARA AND 
KUDZAI THOMAS

YEAR 8
SAM DENNY

SPECIAL MENTIONS:  
TOYOSI BADA, ALICE COLMAN, 
JESSICA HAMBRIDGE AND 
MATTHEW KIDDELL

YEAR 9
CELESTE AMOS

SPECIAL MENTIONS:
ALEX BOUGHTON,  
GRACE DODGE, LILY FRASER 
AND EDITH LOWE

YEAR 10
CHARLOTTE ENSOR

SPECIAL MENTIONS:
ARTHUR CAIRNS, ETHAN HILL, 
BETH KUHEPA AND  
SOPHIE LUMSDEN

YEAR 11
MAX BROWN

SPECIAL MENTIONS: EMILY 
HILLS, RUQAIYAH JARVITON, 
AMELIA KNOWLES AND 
SEBASTIAN SMITH

THE KILBY PRIZE FOR  
JUNIOR ART 
GEORGIA HARKER

THE DOUGLAS PRIZE FOR 
SENIOR ART 
ELEANOR HARDWICK 

THE TEXTILES PRIZE 
LOTTIE ANSELL

THE MICHAEL WILLIAMS 
PHOTOGRAPHY CUP AND PRIZE  
JOHNNY DAVIES   

THE STOBART PRIZE FOR 
BUSINESS STUDIES AND 
ECONOMICS
WILL CRAGGS  
 
THE HOOPER’S APPLIED 
BUSINESS STUDIES AND 
FINANCE PRIZE 
JACK BARTRAM

THE YOUNG ENTERPRISE 
ACHIEVER OF THE YEAR 
AARON MONK 

THE NOTLEY PRIZE FOR CRAFT 
AND DESIGN 
HARRY BARTRAM

THE SAMUEL KENDON PRIZE 
FOR CRAFT AND DESIGN 
JACK BARTRAM

THE BREACH PRIZE FOR 
INNOVATION 
JOHNNY DAVIES     

SENIOR FOOD AND NUTRITION 
PRIZE 
HARRY BARTRAM     

CHEF OF THE FUTURE 
DAISY MAY HART BANBURY     

THE ROCHE PRIZE FOR DRAMA 
SOPHIE HAMILL      

THE JUNIOR DRAMA PRIZE 
ALICE GILBERT    

DANCE PRIZE 
CHARLOTTE NOAKES 

THE CHELMSFORD HALL CUP 
AND PRIZE 
OSCAR LEWIS 

THE HELEN MEMORIAL CUP AND 
PRIZE 
RAPHAEL CHOUDHURY     

THE MCLAREN ENGLISH PRIZE 
JEREMY DAUBENY

THE JUNIOR ENGLISH PRIZE 
EDITH LOWE

THE HUNTER ESSAY PRIZE  
KATHERINE BRADLEY

THE ADLER C.A.R.E. PRIZE 
GRACE DODGE      

THE SENIOR MEDIA PRIZE
JEREMY DAUBENY

GCSE MEDIA PRIZE 
COBE BENNETT 

THE EAL PRIZE  
BELLE ZHOU  

THE MICHAEL DALZIEL 
GEOGRAPHY PRIZE (GCSE) 
EMILY HILLS   

THE HUMPHREY MAXWELL 
MEMORIAL PRIZE FOR 
EXCELLENCE 
RUQAIYAH JARVITON    

THE ROGER KIMBER PRIZE FOR 
EFFORT (A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY)
KIERON TANG

Prizes & Awards
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THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF  
ST GEORGE JUNIOR  
HISTORY PRIZE
MAX BROWN 
   
THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF  
ST GEORGE SENIOR  
HISTORY PRIZE
THOMAS GOLDING 
     
THE KELLY POLITICS PRIZE  
JEREMY DAUBENY  

THE LORD STAMP MEMORIAL 
PRIZE FOR GCSE MATHEMATICS   
SEBASTIAN SMITH

THE LORD STAMP MEMORIAL 
PRIZE FOR A LEVEL MATHS   
ERIC LIANG  

THE MASON PRIZE FOR FRENCH  
ALEXIA PICKETT 
 
THE SPANISH PRIZE  
MANUEL TEN GUTIERREZ
  
THE GARDNER CUP AND PRIZE 
FOR GUITAR   
CHARLIE MORRELL   

THE MUSIC PRIZE FOR 
PROGRESS
JOSIE TABB
    
THE JAMES MORRISSEY-
CROUCH MUSIC AWARD 
ARCHIE DE FRESNES 
   
THE JAMES HALL MEMORIAL 
PRIZE FOR RS (GCSE)  
RUQAIYAH JARVITON    

THE JAMES HALL MEMORIAL 
PRIZE FOR RS (A LEVEL) 
JACK BROWN
   
THE BIOLOGY PRIZE FOR GCSE 
TONY CHEN  

THE BIOLOGY PRIZE FOR  
A LEVEL 
MAIA SAAD
    
THE CHEMISTRY PRIZE FOR  
GCSE
MAX BROWN 
   
THE CHEMISTRY PRIZE FOR  
A LEVEL
MARCUS HOBSON  

THE PHYSICS PRIZE FOR GCSE 
SEBASTIAN SMITH
 
THE PHYSICS PRIZE FOR  
A LEVEL 
FELIX HEARN

THE STAMPER PRIZE
ANTHONY KNIGHT 

  
THE MAYNARD PRIZE FOR THE 
BEST GCSES  
KATHERINE BRADLEY 
   
THE POWELL CUP FOR JUNIOR 
SPORTSMAN 
WILLIAM HARBY 
  
THE JUNIOR SPORTSWOMAN 
BETH KUHEPA  

THE ROY FARQUARSON 
TROPHY FOR SENIOR 
SPORTSMAN 
SEBASTIAN LUND
    
THE SENIOR SPORTSWOMAN  
ABBIE LANCASTER 
  
KIRKBRIGHT CAPTAIN’S CUP  
ABBIE LANCASTER
 
THE ANTHONY CLARKE 
MEMORIAL TROPHY  
(FOR COURAGE)
KATHERINE BRADLEY 

THE RICHARD ASHLIN PRIZE
(MIDDLE SCHOOL – FOR 
KINDNESS SHOWN TO OTHERS)  
IMOGEN DADDY 
   
THE ROBERT COUPLAND PRIZE 
(FOR ACADEMIC AND SOCIAL 
PROGRESS)
BELLE ZHOU

THE FENECH CUP 
(FOR BEING COMPASSIONATE 
AND CONSIDERATE)
JACK BARTRAM 

THE ALEX MARKS TROPHY FOR 
ENDEAVOUR  
IZZI HANSON-ABBOTT

THE TIMOTHY SEDGEWICK CUP 
(COURAGE IN THE FACE OF 
ADVERSITY) 
MOLLY ELTON

THE ROSS TURNBULL PRIZE 
(FOR SERVICE TO THE 
COMMUNITY)
LOLLY DISCOMBE
   
THE JESSEL SHIELD FOR THE 
WINNING HOUSE 
KIPLINGS  

THE WILLIAM RUZZAK 
MEMORIAL PRIZE THE DEPUTY 
HEADS OF SCHOOL
MARCUS HOBSON  
ALEXIA PICKETT 

THE EDWARD HAYWARD 
MEMORIAL PRIZE THE HEAD OF 
SCHOOL
JEREMY DAUBENY

DUKE OF EDINBURGH GOLD 
AWARD WINNERS
JEREMY DAUBENY
LOLLY DISCOMBE
TOM GOLDING
ANTHONY KNIGHT
FREYJA QARAJOULI
KIERON TANG

Prizes & Awards 
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