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“Boarding? At first I was
horrified at the suggestion. I
wanted my daughter to be at
home with me. But then I
thought about it… she could be
at home at the weekends, prep
would be done at School, no
rushing about to activities on
weekday evenings – the School
would take care of all that – it
made sense.”

Bethany Parent.

Welcome to Bethany
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WHY BOARD?
Bethany has a thriving and diverse boarding
community, with pupils from the UK as well as a
number of  other countries overseas.

Sometimes, parents’ choice of  whether to board
their children or not is made for them due to
practical, geographic reasons. Many others, however,
choose to do so for the added value it gives to their
child’s school experience.

Our pupils say that boarding allows them to create
strong and enduring friendships, and that this is one
of  the best things about being a boarder. The 
camaraderie, closeness and sense of  community
spirit they develop while living and studying together 

can last a lifetime. The community spirit is further
enhanced by the large number of  staff who live on
campus, providing pastoral care while living and
socialising with pupils.

Many boarders also highlight the benefit of  boarding
for their academic progress, with allocated prep
times and no journey to and from home every day. 

Our boarders have access to our fantastic facilities
for far longer, and enjoy a broad range of  activities
and freedom around our beautiful grounds. Our
extensive and varied weekend activity programme
really sets us apart from other schools, and we
certainly keep our pupils busy!

Of  course we understand that living away from home
can be a daunting experience, which is why support
and care are in abundance, and we encourage 
personalisation of  each pupil’s space to create a
‘home from home’ experience.

Pupils do miss home from time to time, but boarding
life is busy and cheerful and other boarders and staff
will soon help make them feel better. We encourage
close communication between staff, parents and
pupils to help with any issues that may arise.

Within a nurturing and understanding environment,
boarders learn how to cope with life and to be
independent, and their confidence grows 

alongside their friends who are in the same situation.

All this is underpinned by our excellent boarding
facilities. Each Boarding House has its own
character, and has kitchen facilities for snacks and
drinks if  required, on top of  the three meals a
day provided in the Dining Hall by our fantastic
catering team. 

Home
from home

L O V E  W H A T  Y O U  L E A R N

I N S P I R I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  E X C E L L E N C E



Jo
e.
A
bs
on
-

B
en
ne
tt@

em
cg
ro
up
.c
o.
uk

ACADEMIC SUCCESS

Our exam results show that the A*-C pass rate for
individual subjects is generally better for boarders
than for all pupils and most of our pupils go on to
study at their first choice university. 

Bethany is proud to be in the top 2% of schools
nationally for A level progression in 2018, which is
testament to the inspirational teachers and
supportive parents who have helped bring out the
very best in our pupils.

In recent years, our pupils have gone to various
Russell Group and other prestigious universities
such as Durham, Queen Mary University of London,
UCL, Birmingham, Loughborough, Nottingham
Trent, and Leeds.  Pupils have also gone on to
well-known Art colleges, such as Central Saint
Martins and Ravensbourne.

FULL BOARDERS

All pupils, both day and boarding, belong to one of
our five boarding Houses. Each House is run by a
Housemaster or Housemistress, who live in with
their family, making the House an extension of  their
home. They are helped by their Assistant
Housemaster or Mistress, a Housekeeper, who
organises domestic welfare, including laundry for the
boarders, and House Tutors who oversee the
academic progress and welfare of  their tutees.

All pupils register each morning and after lunch with
their Tutor and once a week the Tutor teams
meet to discuss progress and any issues a pupil may
have. Groups are kept deliberately small, 
around 12-14 pupils and in this way Tutors get to
know their tutees very well.
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Success

Tutors are also the first point of  contact for parents,
allowing a close relationship to form between home
and school.

Occasionally, there may be an issue that a pupil may
not wish to discuss with their Tutor and they might
benefit from the complete confidentiality offered by
our Chaplain, our Nursing Sister or one of  our
School Counsellors.

Our Medical Centre provides twenty-four hour
qualified medical cover with a Nursing Sister. Our
School doctor holds a regular surgery on site. Where
necessary, House Matrons accompany boarders on
routine appointments, such as to the dentist or
optician. A member of  House or Teaching staff will
accompany a pupil to casualty if  they require urgent
medical attention.

Our new boarders begin their time at Bethany with
an induction programme to introduce them to the
School, including settling them in and making sure
they know their way around the campus. Pupils are
registered with the School doctor and overseas pupils
are taken to the bank to open a UK-based bank
account. There is also the opportunity to be taken to
purchase school uniform and trips are arranged to
local towns Battle and Tunbridge Wells over the
weekend. 

Boarding is a popular choice for UK-based families, 
as it gives children the chance to learn some
independence and autonomy.  



WHAT HAPPENS AT WEEKENDS?

A wide range of  activities is organised for our
boarders each weekend. On Saturdays pupils enjoy
trips to tourist attractions such as theme parks, other
towns or cities, cultural attractions, sporting fixtures
and shopping centres. They are also able to use the
School facilities on-site for activities such as table
tennis, working out in the gym or team sports such
as basketball.

On Sundays, the emphasis is on House-based
activities, studying, and of  course rest and relaxation.
However, small groups may choose to go to the
cinema or shopping locally.

There are two home weekends in the year, one in the
autumn term and the other for the bank holiday in
the summer. Pupils are encouraged to take time away
from school, but if  they wish the School is able to
host them.

WEEKLY BOARDERS

Although many parents start their school search with
the idea of  choosing a day school, it is not unusual for
them to change their minds when consider the
advantages of  weekly boarding.

For those who live a little too far away to complete
the daily journey to and from school in comfort,
weekly boarding can provide quality of  life, reducing
stress during the working week and maximising family
time. For example, parents can choose to drop their
children off on a Monday morning and collect them
on a Friday evening, leaving a full weekend
to spend with their children. 

Boarders also have the advantage of  having
supervised or monitored prep with our 

teaching staff. Flexi-boarding is another option, with
the choice of  boarding regularly on set nights of  the
week for one to four nights.

We find that our pupils settle in quickly and even
parents adapt in a surprisingly short time! There
are so many reasons why boarding might be the best
solution for your child. But don’t just take our word
for it – ask one of  our boarders what they think
about life here at Bethany before making your choice.
We offer taster boarding sessions for parents
considering boarding over day attendance. Pupils can
try up to three days’ classes and two nights’ boarding. 

‘Let’s go’
weekends

do it!

see it!

be it!

Weeks packed full... 
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Stay and play



O L D  P O P L A R S

For girls from Year 7 to Year 11

Old Poplars is a delightful building – one of  the three
traditional, Kentish white weather-board houses
which are part of  our unique campus.  It is a real
home from home for the girls, and they benefit
hugely from the support given by our dedicated
House Staff.

The girls have a lovely bright and airy kitchen and
often use it to make treats for themselves.  The large,
comfortable common area has desks for supervised
prep for the younger pupils, and for down-time there
is a TV and pool table. 

Housemistress Jules Wareham lives in Old Poplars
with her husband Harvey and children, Alex and
Matthew.  She is also Director of  Enrichment and
a teacher of  Mathematics.

Jules says, “Old Poplars is a comfortable, spacious
house for the girls to relax in, and we enjoy having
hot chocolate and movie nights or ordering
takeaways. It is a haven from the outside world; a
place where girls can be girls, enjoying life to the full
and finally emerging as young ladies.”

T H E  M O U N T

For boys from Year 7 to Year 12

The Mount is a boys boarding house situated on the
outskirts of  the School.

The Mount houses boys from Years 7 to 12, who like
to refer to themselves as Mounties. It has recently
been upgraded and everyone is delighted with the
results: the previous separate common room and
kitchen have been given a complete makeover, and
the boys now how have a modern, fresh, open-plan
common room with a brand new kitchen.

The boys are also delighted with their own fitness 
room, where they can work out in relative privacy.

The Mount is run by Anthony and Emma Khan, who
have been House parents for over 15 years and live
in a conjoined house together with their three 

children: Oliver, Joshua and Elizabeth. Anthony is a
teacher of  Business Studies and also runs our Student
Enterprise programme.

Anthony’s aim is to provide a home from home, a
place where Mounties can be themselves and fulfil
their potential, growing not just academically but
holistically, taking leadership opportunities,
understanding the value of  community, and making
friendships that last a lifetime; “Once a Mountie,
Always a Mountie”.

Mr Anthony Khan

Mrs Jules Wareham
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Come and stay

Mounties roll!

"For me, it's been a
second home, with adults
that really care about
you. I've learnt to stand
on my own two feet
(with a little support!),
whilst making friendships
for life."
Year 11 boarder



K E N D O N  

For boys from Year 7 to Year 11

What is now known as Kendon House was the
original Bethany House School, completed in 1866
and named after the School’s founder, J J Kendon. It
has a rich history and still retains some of  its original
features although it has been developed extensively
over the years and, following further recent
refurbishments, is modern and well-equipped.

The House caters for boarders from Years 7 to 12,
and for day boys between Years 7 and 11, and is
proud of  its multi-national and multi-cultural
composition, something of  which J J Kendon, a noted
philanthropist, would surely have been proud.

This diversity creates a special atmosphere in which
the boys are able to develop the important skills of  
acceptance, solidarity and teamwork, alongside their
academic development; it is no coincidence that
Kendon boys are some of  the most friendly, polite
and helpful that you will find!

James Vickerman is the Housemaster of  Kendon and
lives there with his wife Dr Louise Vickerman and
children Charles and Elizabeth.

James’ aim is to provide a safe and secure
environment to support all pupils, allowing them to
learn through good guidance and from their own
experiences as they grow up during their time
in Kendon.

P E N G E L L Y

For boys from Year 7 to Year 12

Pengelly House was constructed in 1977 and was
named after the Headmaster at the time, Kenneth
Pengelly). The House accommodates pupils from
Year 7 up to Year 12 and has a flourishing,
multicultural boarding community.

Pengelly boasts a number of  facilities, including a
newly refurbished common room with plasma TV
and Sky, a Blue-ray player with surround sound, a
PlayStation, an Xbox and a pool table. Due to its
central location on campus, pupils from other Houses
often visit during morning break, lunch, afternoon
break and in the evenings, when they can use
the facilities.

In the evenings, boarders use the prep room to
complete their homework. Once homework has
been finished and checked by House staff, the
boarders are then free to take advantage of  the
activities put on in the evenings, or relax by watching
sport or a movie.

Phil Hughes lives in Pengelly with his wife Jemma and
two girls Lily and Lucy. As well as being Housemaster,
Phil teaches PE and Games and is Master I/C Rugby.

Mr Phil Hughes

Mr James Vickerman

Home
from home

Sky,
Blu-ray,
Surround sound,
Xbox...
and any pupil who
comes to Pengelly
knows that it is
'Pengelly for life'!
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The ‘A’ team



T H E  O R C H A R D

For boys and girls in the Sixth Form

The Orchard is our dedicated Sixth Formers’ house,
accommodating both boarders and day pupils. We
are proud to have recently extended this provision
with a fantastic, modern Sixth Form Centre, which
incorporates a large space for socialising, complete
with a kitchenette and plenty of  seating, and also a
number of  separate study rooms for day pupils.

The Orchard has a large, bright common room at its
heart, where Sixth Formers can meet and chat during
break times.  The modern kitchen adjacent provides
facilities to make drinks, and cooking is a favoured
pastime. 

The House also boasts a TV snug, a laundry available
to everyone, and a fitness room which is popular
with girls and boys alike. All boarders are allocated
their own rooms, each with en-suite facilities. 

The aim of  the House is to support pupils with their
studies, while encouraging them to take responsibility
for their learning in preparation for University. 

Pupils who have been day pupils in lower Year
Groups sometimes choose to board in the Sixth
Form, as it gives them more time in the evenings to
study and staff can be available to speak to 'out of
hours'.

Housemaster Simon Davies lives in The Orchard
with his wife Nicola and children Niamh and Toby. 

Mr Simon Davies
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Independence
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LIVING AT BETHANY

Holroyd Howe is a leading independent school
caterer and the company brings a wealth of
experience in delivering nutritious, creative food. As
a strictly fresh food business, Holroyd Howe prides
itself  on sourcing the finest British ingredients, as
locally as possible and approaches food with a no
fuss attitude. Nothing processed, nothing added - just
honest, delicious food every day.

Placing a strong emphasis on the health and wellbeing
of  pupils, Holroyd Howe aims to elevate nutritional
standards across the board. Each day, the menu
includes a wide variety of  ingredients, cuisines and
culinary styles, encouraging our pupils to try new 
things and enjoy a balanced diet.

Full of  creative ideas, Holroyd Howe also runs
interactive food demonstrations and cookery classes
for a fun, hands-on approach to food education. 

These might include teaching pupils how to make
fresh pasta or sushi, or creating colourful recipe cards
that encourage them to try new types of  food, and
learn about seasonality and the variety of  ingredients
available.

The friendly catering team are experienced in
handling all dietary needs and allergies and are on
hand to answer any questions you or your children
might have.
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Recipe for success



We look forward    to seeing you soon!



A L L  A B O U T Boarding




