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At Bethany we recognise that Year 9 is a time of  important
decisions and exciting opportunities. Vital choices about
which subjects to study at GCSE need to be made after
discussion of  all the options.

WELCOME TO OUR GCSE HANDBOOK
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That is why we ensure there is plenty of opportunity for Bethany pupils to carefully
consider which subjects they want to study at GCSE, thinking about:

• what they will enjoy studying for a further two years.

• where their strengths lie and how good they are at each subject – it makes sense to  
• select subjects in which they already perform well.

• what their plans might be for the future – there might be particular subjects that it 
• would be worth pursuing, or it might be better to ensure a broad and balanced range to
• keep options open.

Pupils have the opportunity to talk about their plans with both their tutors and our Head
of Careers, Mr Duff. There are also planned PSHCE sessions for exploring pathways, and
opportunities for parents and pupils to talk one to one with members of staff.

At Bethany we create our option blocks after pupils have made their first set of option
choices. This allows us to tailor pathways to suit individuals, because we recognise that
everyone has different strengths, and this means that the majority of pupils are able to
take all the GCSE options that they have selected which best suit their needs.

Pupils succeed at GCSE because they make the best choices for themselves, have
excellent teaching, and receive individual support to identify specific areas for
development. As a result, the majority of pupils remain at Bethany into the Sixth Form.
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MATHEMATICS
Edexcel, IGCSE, Course code: 4MA1 

The Pearson Edexcel IGCSE course is
designed to be relevant, engaging, up-to-date
and of  equivalent standard to the GCSE in
Mathematics. Top set pupils also study GCSE
Statistics, which is taught as a condensed
course during Year 11 by focusing on the
similarities between the Mathematics and
Statistics syllabuses. 

ASSESSMENT

The IGCSE examination at the end of  the 
course has two papers. These are equally
weighted, each representing 50% of  the final
score. A calculator is allowed in both papers.

COURSE OUTLINE

The Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in
Mathematics requires that pupils
demonstrate application and understanding
of  the following:

• number
• algebra
• geometry
• geometry and measures
• probability
• statistics

Pupils should be able to demonstrate
problem-solving skills by translating problems
in mathematical or non-mathematical 

contexts into a process or a series of
mathematical processes. 

Pupils should be able to demonstrate
mathematical reasoning skills by: 

• making deductions and drawing •
• conclusions from mathematical • •
• information.

• constructing chains of  reasoning.

• presenting arguments and proofs.

• interpreting and communicating •
• information accurately.

TIER

Higher tier pupils will be awarded a grade
within the range 4-9.

Foundation tier pupils will be awarded a
grade within the range 1-5.

SETTING

Pupils are set according to mathematical
ability; this is reviewed half  termly.

What do you
want to study?

We can help...

I N S P I R I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  E XC E L L E N C E

L O V E  W H AT  YO U  L E A R N

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Edexcel, IGCSE, Course code: 4EA1

Compulsory examination subjects

The English IGCSE aims to enable pupils of
all abilities to develop the skills they need to
read, understand and analyse a wide range of
different texts as well as to write clearly,
coherently and accurately using a range of
vocabulary and sentence structures.

ASSESSMENT

Paper 1: Examination 2 hours 15 (60%)
Paper 3: Written coursework (40%)
Two essays 

COURSE OUTLINE

The course offers pupils the opportunity to 
study a range of  fiction and non-fiction texts

including texts from a variety of  cultures and
traditions. Pupils will develop their abilities to
read with insight and engagement, to
develop their interpretations of  writers’
ideas and to evaluate how linguistic and
structural devices are used. It also offers
pupils the opportunity to write in a wide
range of  forms and styles.

TIER

One tier entry allowing access to
grades 1-9.

SETTING

Set according to ability.

ENGLISH LITERATURE
Edexcel, IGCSE, Course code: 4ET1

Top set pupils also study English Literature.
This allows them to explore: poetry; modern
prose and drama; literary heritage texts in
greater depth.

ASSESSMENT

Paper 1: Examination 1hour 45 (60%)
Poetry and Modern Prose
Paper 3: Written coursework (40%)
Two essays:
Task one: modern drama text
Task two: literary heritage text

COURSE OUTLINE

For Paper 1, pupils will study unseen poetry
and poetry from the Pearson Edexcel IGCSE 

anthology, along with the prose text Of  Mice 
and Men. For Paper 3, pupils will study the
modern drama An Inspector Calls and a
literary heritage text for example, Great
Expectations or Macbeth. They have to
respond critically and sensitively to show
how meaning and ideas are conveyed
through language structure and form.

TIER

One tier entry allowing access to
grades 1-9.

SETTING

Top sets only.
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STATISTICS 
AQA, GCSE, Course code: 4310

The course provides pupils with a critical
appreciation of  statistics and its place in
everyday life. It encourages pupils to develop
enquiring minds and become effective and
independent learners. With a focus on
handling data and probability, pupils acquire
skills in, and understanding of, statistical
concepts and methods. The course helps
pupils develop a knowledge and
understanding of  statistical thinking and
practice, and how to use statistics in the real
world. It is particularly suitable for pupils
who wish to progress to a range of  A level
subjects, including all Science subjects,
Geography and Business Studies as well as
Mathematics.

ASSESSMENT

GCSE Statistics consists of:
1. Written examination (75%)

• foundation tier (1 hour 30 minutes)
• higher tier (2 hours)

2. Controlled assessment (25%)

COURSE OUTLINE
Topic areas covered are:
• data collection
• data presentation
• data processing
• data interpretation

TIER

Foundation (grades E-G) and Higher
(grades A*-D).

SETTING

Top sets only.

SEPARATE SCIENCES
BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY PHYSICS  AQA, GCSE, Course codes: 8461, 8462, 8463

PUPILS MUST STUDY ONE SCIENCE,
AND MAY CHOOSE ONE OR TWO AS
ADDITIONAL OPTIONS.

These qualifications aim to offer science to
every pupil regardless of  ability and
aspirations. They follow a clear,
straightforward specification, with equally
clear and straightforward examinations, so all
participants can realise their potential.
Throughout the specification, pupils are
provided opportunities to develop their skills
and progression, both in subject content and
consistency in the examination questions.
This specification gives pupils the best 

preparation for A level, should they wish to
do the sciences.

ASSESSMENT

Each of  the three separate sciences are
assessed by terminal examinations including
multiple choice, structured,
closed short answer and
open response questions. 
• two written examinations of  
• 1 hour 45 minutes each

• 100 marks available on both

• each examination worth
• 50% of  final grade

COURSE OUTLINE

Biology
1. Cell biology
2. Organisation
3. Infection and response
4. Bioenergetics
5. Homeostasis and response
6. Inheritance, variation & evolution
7. Ecology

Chemistry
1. Atomic structure and the periodic table
2. Bonding, structure and the properties
2. of  matter
3. Quantitative chemistry
4. Chemical changes
5. Energy changes
6. The rate and extent of  chemical change
7. Organic chemistry
8. Chemical analysis
9. Chemistry of  the atmosphere
10. Using resources

Physics
1. Forces
2. Energy
3. Waves
4. Electricity
5. Magnetism &
2. electromagnetism
6. Particle model
2. of  matter
7. Atomic structure
8. Space physics

TIER
Higher and foundation tiers available on all 
three qualifications. Higher tier pupils will be
awarded a grade within the range 4-9.
Foundation tier pupils will be awarded a
grade within the range 1-5.

SETTING

Groups are mixed-ability, albeit with some
setting depending on numbers opting for
each science subject per year.

I N S P I R I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  E XC E L L E N C E

For help choosing
your GCSE options,
call us on:
01580 211273

L O V E  W H AT  YO U  L E A R N
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND GAMES

Bethany School pupils are encouraged to
experience, enjoy and learn a range of
different sports through curriculum, extra-
curricular and an activities programme. They
are offered a wide range of  opportunities
which provide firm foundations for life. Pupils
are guided and given the opportunity to
excel where possible. Their sports education,
in first class facilities, seeks to enhance the
development of  both body and mind. We
seek to build generic skills such as teamwork,
communication, respect of  others,
confidence and skills related to specific
sports. The sports experience at Bethany
aims to lead pupils towards healthy lifestyles
after their school years, and to provide a
basis from which they can for many years
develop and enjoy sports that they have
experienced at school.

COURSE OUTLINE

Topic areas covered in the Physical 
Education course are:

• athletics

• badminton

• fitness (in our purpose-built Fitness Suite)

• health related fitness and circuit training

• team building

• tennis

Topic areas covered
in the Games
course are:

• football

• hockey

• netball

• rounders

• rugby

Topic areas covered in
the Activities programme
and additional activities are:

• Duke of  Edinburgh’s award

• horse riding

• outdoor adventurous activities

• skiing

• swimming

• trampolining

SETTING
Groups are streamed in games according to
their team representation level.

L O V E  W H AT  YO U  L E A R N

I N S P I R I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  E XC E L L E N C E

PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH & CULTURAL
EDUCATION (PSHCE)

Compulsory non-examination subjects

This programme aims to teach pupils a vital
set of  skills for life. Through this compulsory
course they will learn skills that engage them
on a personal level, but also valuable lessons
that will enable them to set realistic future
goals, plan for future work and education,
and recognise the importance of, and how to
realise, healthy and responsible living.

COURSE OUTLINE

Year 10
• Mental health
• Role models
• How to access advice and support
• Financial risk and money management
• Enterprise and leadership
• Healthy relationships
• Bereavement
• Online reputations
• Risk and personal safety
• Substance abuse

Year 11
• Self  concept
• Managing stress
• Substance abuse
• How to access advice and support
• Body image
• Managing risks and consequences in 
• relation to choices about health, finance, 
• personal safety and substance abuse
• First aid
• Healthy and unhealthy relationships
• British values
• Diversity, prejudice and discrimination
• Study skills and exam technique
• Careers education

SETTING

Groups are approximately 16 pupils.  This is 
taught once a week and groups rotate. In
addition, pupils attend Sex and Relationships
Education lesson with the School Nurse in
gender groups.

We put the
child at the
heart of every
decision
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I N S P I R I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  E XC E L L E N C E

CHINESE
Edexcel, GCSE, Course code: 1CN0 

I N S P I R I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  E XC E L L E N C E

This qualification aims to develop pupils'
understanding of  the spoken and written
forms of  Chinese in a range of  contexts
giving them the ability to communicate
effectively in the language, through both the
spoken and written word, using a range of
vocabulary and structures. This course aims
to facilitate knowledge and understanding of
Chinese-speaking countries.

ASSESSMENT

Pupils will be examined at the end of  their
two years of  study as follows: 
• reading (25%) 
• listening (25%) 
• writing (25%) 
• speaking (25%) 

COURSE OUTLINE

The GCSE Language course extends pupils'
studies in Year 9. It is a two-year course
leading to the Edexcel Linear GCSE. The
primary aim of  the course is to give pupils
the opportunity to communicate in Chinese
using the four skill areas of  listening,
speaking, reading and writing. Language
lessons continue to be based around the
development of  the pupils' confidence in
their ability to understand and to
communicate both in the spoken and written
language. 

The themes and topics covered over the
two-year course include: 

• identity and culture: Who am I?, daily life, 
• cultural life.

• local area, holiday and travel: Holidays, • 
• travel and tourist transactions, town, region 
• and country.

• School: what school is like; school activities.

• future aspirations, study and work: Using 
• languages beyond the classroom, ambitions 
• and work. 

• International and global dimension: Bringing 
• the world together, environmental issues.

TIER

There are two tiers of  assessment: 
Foundation (grades 1-5). 
Higher (grades 4-9).  

SETTING

Mixed-ability groups.

L O V E  W H AT  YO U  L E A R N

ART, CRAFT & DESIGN
AQA, GCSE

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS

This qualification aims to enable pupils to
realise their full artistic potential. The course
provides pupils with a wide range of  creative,
exciting and stimulating opportunities to
explore their interests in Art and Design in
ways that are personally relevant and truly
developmental in nature.

ASSESSMENT

Component 1: Portfolio (60%)
The portfolio will cover the four assessment
objectives of: analysis, development,
experimentation and personal response.
Pupils will produce at least one sustained
project evidencing the journey from initial
engagement to the realisation of  intentions.
Selection of  further work undertaken during
the pupil’s course of  study will also be
included.

Component 2: Externally set
assignment (40%)

Question papers are issued in advance of  the
examination. Pupils respond to their chosen
starting point. There is an initial preparation
period followed by 10 hours of  supervised
examination time which is completed over
two days. Pupils will explore a wide range of
media and techniques which include Fine Art,
Three Dimensional Design, Photography,
Graphics, Textiles, Film and Animation.

COURSE OUTLINE

Specialist areas for 2D, Textiles, Ceramics,
Photography, Graphics, Film and Animation
enable pupils to develop a wide variety of
creative skills and in Year 11 pupils are
entered for the AQA Art, Craft & Design
GCSE examination.

The portfolio will consist of  projects
produced in a variety of  media in response
to a number of  different themes. Pupils are
encouraged to work in their preferred area
and an independent attitude to the work
produced is important.

Each final piece will be supported by a
substantial amount of  preparatory work,
which will clearly reflect the ability of  the
pupil to research, analyse, experiment and
develop an idea.

Sketchbooks are a vital component of  this
examination and candidates are encouraged
to use these at every opportunity, as any
extra work produced in terms of
observational drawing and recording visual
information, will increase their chances of
success.

TIER

One tier entry allowing access to
grades 1-9.

SETTING

Mixed-ability classes.
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I N S P I R I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  E XC E L L E N C E

DANCE
AQA, GCSE, Course code: 8236

At Bethany, we challenge preconceptions of
what dance can be and aim to ignite pupils’
own creativity in composition work. The
confidence gained through achievements in
dance helps to build social skills, increase self-
esteem, problem solve and communicate
within a group, all of  which are transferable
skills.

ASSESSMENT
Component 1:
Performance and choreography, 60%
Performance (30%) - 40 marks

15 marks Set phrases through a solo
performance (1 min)

25 marks Duet / trio performance
(3.5 mins)

Choreography (30%) - 40 marks

Non-examined assessment marked by the
centre and moderated by AQA.
Either solo (2-2.5 mins) or a group dance for
two to five dancers (3-3.5 mins)

Component 2: Dance appreciation, 40%
Written examination:
1 hour 30 mins - 80 marks

COURSE OUTLINE
Pupils will:

• study six professional works by current
• reputable choreographers through 
• performance, choreography and •  
• critical appreciation.

• have opportunity to apply and adapt a •  •
• wide range of  skills and techniques 
• effectively in performing and •  •  
• choreographing dance, including the ability
• to improve.

• create dances for a range of  purposes and
• in response to a range of  stimuli and •  
• develop the ability to analyse, evaluate and 
• appreciate dance.

• learn to develop their knowledge and 
• understanding of  health, fitness and
• safe working practices relevant to •  
• performing and choreographing dances.

Creativity is
an essential
part of
education
at Bethany

COMPUTER SCIENCE
OCR, GCSE, Course code: J276

Computer Science is an exciting, relevant and
practical subject that teaches learners about
the changing world of  computing. Pupils will
have the chance to learn how a computer
actually works from finding out the complex
inner workings of  a CPU to how a computer
thinks. Alongside the theoretical knowledge
learners will be given the opportunity to be
creative in a subject that involves invention
and excitement as they work on interesting
programming projects to develop their
computational thinking.

ASSESSMENT
Component 1: Computer Systems

• 1 hour 30 mins examination – 40%
• the physical elements of  Computer 
• Science and the associated theory.

Component 2: Computational Thinking, •
Algorithms and Programming

• 1 hour 30 mins examination – 40%
• the core theory of  Computer Science and
• the application of  principles.

Component 3: Programming Project

• approx. 20 hours’ non-examination
• assessment - 20%.
• application of  the knowledge and skills
• pupils have learned to a range of  exciting 
• and engaging tasks.

COURSE OUTLINE

Component 1: Computer Systems:

• systems architecture

• memory

• storage

• wired and wireless networks

• network topologies, protocols and layers

• network security

• system software

• moral, social, legal, cultural and 
• environmental concerns

Component 2: Computational Thinking,
Algorithms and Programming

• translators and facilities of  languages

• algorithms

• high and low level programming

• computational logic

• data representationy

Component 3: Programming Project

• design

• development

• effectiveness and efficiency

• technical understanding

• testing, evaluation and conclusions

TIER

One tier entry allowing access to
grades 1-9.

SETTING
Mixed-ability groups.
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I N S P I R I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  E XC E L L E N C E

Practical work over Year 10 includes:
A metal balancing toy, a collapsible stool
made from manufactured board.

Year 11 
NEA project (50%). Pupils are expected to
design and produce a product in either
wood, metal or plastic, or any combination
of  these materials. As well as the practical
work, the pupils have to submit a digital
design portfolio using PowerPoint, equivalent
to 25x A3 pages. The initial stages of  the
project involve design work, investigation
and model making. Pupils are expected to be
in a position to start practical work soon
after the summer holiday having obtained
possible materials. 

The pupils will be expected to cost out and
purchase the materials for their NEA project.
Costs for materials supplied to pupils by the
department will be added to the School Bill.
The year also includes theory teaching and
lots of  revision.

TIER

One tier entry
allowing access
to grades 1-9.

SETTING

Mixed-ability
groups.

DRAMA
Cambridge IGCSE, Course code: 0411 

This qualification aims to give pupils insight
into how drama is created, including all the
acting and staging skills that are needed to
put a piece of  drama onto the stage. Pupils
learn how to create a character and play this
character in a performance, developing
analytical skills so that pupils can write in an
evaluative way. Pupils also learn many
transferable skills including; communication,
dexterity, physical control and working in
groups.

ASSESSMENT
Component 1: Written examination (40%)

• Section A (30 marks) Candidates answer 
• 6–8 short-answer questions on the extract
• from the play (20 marks) and 2–4 questions 
• on the drama devised from their chosen 
• stimulus (10 marks). 

• Section B (25 marks) Candidates answer
• one longer-answer question from a choice 
• of  three on the extract from the play. 

• Section C (25 marks) Candidates answer 
• one longer-answer question from a choice 
• of  three on the drama devised from their 
• chosen stimulus. 

Component 2: Coursework (60%) 
• 
Candidates submit three pieces of
practical work.

• one individual piece (3–5 minutes):

• two group pieces (maximum 15 minutes
each): one performance of  an extract from a
play and one original devised piece.

Assessment objectives –

• perform dance, reflecting choreographic 
• intention through physical, technical and •  
• expressive skills.

• create dance, including movement material 
• and aural setting, to communicate 
• choreographic intention.

• demonstrate knowledge and 
• understanding of  choreographic processes
• and performing skills.

• critically appreciate own works and •  
• professional works, through making 
• analytical, interpretative and evaluative 
• judgements.

TIER
One tier entry allowing access to
grades 1-9.

SETTING

Mixed-ability groups.

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
AQA, GCSE, Course code: 8552

GCSE Design & Technology covers a wide
range of  activities based on designing and
making products that are manufactured using
materials such as wood, metal and plastics in
many forms. As well as learning hand skills,
pupils will use a range of  industrials
processes to shape and form materials into
functioning products. Over the course of
two years pupils will develop a whole range
of  creative designing and making skills,
technical knowledge and understanding
relating to design and technology and
invaluable transferable skills such as problem
solving and time management.

ASSESSMENT

Non-examined Assessment (NEA) (50%)
Assessment Criteria: Investigating, Designing,
Making and Analysing & Evaluating.
Contextual challenges to be released
annually by AQA on 1st June prior to the
submission of  the NEA.

Paper 1: Examination (50%) The examination
in May / June of  Year 11 will be based on a
structured examination paper which will

cover aspects such as materials, design, 
production processes and technology in the
wider world.

COURSE OUTLINE

Autumn term
The design process, safety, metal technology,
working with metal, materials technology,
presentation techniques and other
technology theory.

Spring term
Wood technology, working with wood,
CAD/CAM, improved presentation
techniques and technology theory.

Summer term
Industrial methods of  manufacture, plastic
technology, systems, health and safety and
other technology theory as well as the start
of  the Year 11 NEA on 1st June.
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I N S P I R I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  E XC E L L E N C E

DYSLEXIA AND LEARNING SUPPORT
Non-examination subject

Pupils who have been receiving full-time
support will normally continue to do so
throughout their GCSE course. We aim to
give pupils the appropriate study skills to
enable them to succeed at this level in both
coursework and examinations.

ASSESSMENT

Each pupil completes a piece of  timed
writing for 20 minutes at the beginning of
every term (hand written and word
processed). Reading and spelling tests are
carried out in November and May to keep a
close eye on progress.

COURSE OUTLINE

The specialist teaching lessons are received
three times a week. The range of  skills
covered by the department includes the
following:

• extracting information from
• different sources
• timed writing, making summaries
• proof  reading, skimming and scanning
• organisation of  self  and equipment
• meta-cognitive skills
• spelling subject specific words
• revision techniques - mind mapping, 
• question analysis, note taking
• comprehension and close
• reading exercises
• oral presentations

The precise mix of  skills and the way they
are taught will be tailored to the needs of  the
members of  each individual group. In Year 11
more of  the time may be devoted to
supporting the pupils in their coursework
across a range of  subjects.

TIER
Not applicable.

SETTING
Groups are set according to ability and
relationships.

Our Learning
Support
department has
international
recognition.

ASSESSMENT
Component 1: Written examination (40%)

• Section A (30 marks) Candidates answer 
• 6–8 short-answer questions on the extract
• from the play (20 marks) and 2–4 questions 
• on the drama devised from their chosen 
• stimulus (10 marks). 

• Section B (25 marks) Candidates answer 
• one longer-answer question from a choice 
• of  three on the extract from the play. 

• Section C (25 marks) Candidates answer 
• one longer-answer question from a choice 
• of  three on the drama devised from their 
• chosen stimulus. 

Component 2: Coursework (60%) 
• 
Candidates submit three pieces of
practical work.

• one individual piece (3–5 minutes):

• two group pieces (maximum 15 minutes
each): one performance of  an extract from a
play and one original devised piece.

COURSE OUTLINE

GCSE Drama is a practical, analytical and
creative subject that will develop skills in 
areas including imagination, concentration, 
co-operation, communication, self-
confidence, evaluative skill and appreciation.

• practical exploration of  drama skills
• and techniques
• response and evaluation of  pupil work
• pupil creation and /or adaptation, 
• rehearsal and performance.

TIER
One tier entry allowing access to grades 1-9.

SETTING
Mixed-ability groups.

“I’ve always wanted to act.
I love Drama and I hope to
go on to RADA after Bethany
– not something I would have

contemplated in my previous
school. All thanks to the
Bethany staff and their endless
encouragement and belief.”
Daniel 
Bethany Sixth Form,
2016-2018

L O V E  W H AT  YO U  L E A R N
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I N S P I R I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  E XC E L L E N C E

FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION
AQA, GCSE, Course code: 8585 

This qualification aims to demonstrate
effective and safe cooking skills by planning,
preparing and cooking using a variety of  food
commodities, cooking techniques and
equipment. Pupils taking this course will
develop knowledge and understanding of  the
functional properties and chemical processes
as well as the nutritional content of  food and
drinks and the relationship between diet,
nutrition and health, including the
physiological and psychological effects of
poor diet and health. This is all within the
context of  economic, environmental, ethical,
and socio-cultural influences on food
availability, production processes, and diet
and health choices.

ASSESSMENT

50% Written Examination
• May / June of  Year 11
15% Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)
Food Science Investigation
• September of  Year 11
• 1500-2000 word practical investigation
• 35% NEA Food Preparation Investigation
• November of  Year 11
• written and photographic portfolio of  
• work and a 3 hour timed
• practical assessment

COURSE OUTLINE

The content of  this new and exciting course
is vast and robust. The aim is to cover all
aspects throughout the Year 10 course ready
for the NEAs in Year 11 and then
examination preparation. Please be aware
there is a significant amount of  theory
required to underpin all of  the practical
elements of  the course.  A charge is made
for ingredient costs on the school bill. 

Topic areas
covered are:
Food preparation
skills including
general skills,
knife skills, preparing
fruit and vegetables,
use of  the cooker, use
of  equipment, cooking methods:
prepare, combine and shape, sauce making,
tenderise and marinating, dough making,
raising agents, setting mixtures.

These skills are intended to be integrated
into the five sections:

1. Food, nutrition and health
(Macronutrients, Micronutrients, Nutrition
for all)

2. Food science (Functional and chemical
properties, Cooking and heat transfer)

3. Food safety (Food Spoilage, Principles of
food safety)

4. Food choice (Factors affecting food
choice, British and international cuisine,
Sensory evaluation, Packaging and labelling)

5. Food provenance (Environmental and
sustainability factors, Food processing
and production)

TIER

One tier entry allowing access to
grades 9-1.

SETTING

Mixed-ability group. Must have an interest
in food.

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL
LANGUAGE 

This qualification aims to develop linguistic
and academic confidence in non-native
English speakers tailored to the needs of
each individual and to provide a recognised
certificate for university entry or
employment.

ASSESSMENT
Completed in the summer term of  Year 11:

Paper 1: Listening (25%)
4 scripts, 40 questions. (30 minutes
recording, 10 minutes to write answers)

Paper 2: Reading (25%)
3 texts, 700-750 words each, 40 questions
(1 hour)

Paper 3: Writing (25%)
2 tasks, Task 1- 20 minutes, 150+ words;
Task 2- 40 minutes, 250+ words

Paper 4: Speaking (25%)
Taken individually (11-14 minutes)

COURSE OUTLINE

This is a compulsory course for all
non-native speakers of  English. It is aimed at
pupils whose first language is not English, but
who use it as a language of  study. To provide
non-native speakers of  English with a
relevant and accessible qualification they will
sit the International English Language Testing
System examination (IELTS). IELTS is
accepted by universities and employers as
proof  of  ability to understand and
communicate in English. 

Year 10 pupils should aim for an IELTS 

score of  5.0, while a 5.5 is the aim by the 
end of  Year 11.

Successful candidates have better
educational or employment prospects and
gain lifelong skills, including:

• better communicative ability in English
• improved ability to understand a range of  
• social registers and styles
• a greater awareness of  the nature of  
• language and language-learning skills
• a greater international perspective
• a sound foundation for employment or 
• further study including A levels
• and beyond.

TIER
IELTS results are expressed from 1.0 to 9.0.
University entrance requirement, while
variable, is generally around 6.5
(CEFR C1).

SETTING
Groups are not normally streamed into
ability, although all work is differentiated
dependent upon the pupil’s linguistic ability
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GEOGRAPHY
AQA, GCSE, Course code: 8035

I N S P I R I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  E XC E L L E N C E

This exciting and relevant course studies
geography in a balanced framework of
physical and human themes and investigates
the link between them. Pupils are
encouraged to understand their role in
society, by considering different viewpoints,
values and attitudes. Pupils will develop
geographical and fieldwork skills, alongside
transferable research, communication and
written skills.

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1: Living with the physical
environment (35%)
• written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
• question types: multiple-choice, short 
• answer, levels of  response, extended prose

Paper 2: Challenges in the human
environment (35%)
• written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
• question types: multiple-choice, short 
• answer, levels of  response, extended prose

Paper 3: Geographical applications (30%)
• written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes
• question types: multiple-choice, short 
• answer, levels of  response, extended prose

COURSE OUTLINE
Living with the physical environment
• section A: The challenge of  natural hazards
• section B: Physical landscapes in the UK
• section C: The living world

Challenges in the human environment
• section A: Urban issues and challenges
• section B: The changing economic world
• section C: The challenge of
• resource management

Geographical applications

• section A: Issue evaluation
• section B: Fieldwork

Geographical skills

TIER

One tier entry allowing access to
grades 1-9.

SETTING

Mixed-ability groups.

Our individual
approach
underpins all
that we do.

L O V E  W H AT  YO U  L E A R N

L O V E  W H AT  YO U  L E A R N

FRENCH
AQA, GCSE, Course code: 8658

This qualification aims to develop a pupil’s
understanding of  the spoken and written
forms of  French in a range of  contexts giving
them the ability to communicate effectively
in the language, through both the spoken and
written word, using a range of  vocabulary
and structures.

In addition, this course aims to facilitate
knowledge and understanding of  French-
speaking countries. The Modern Languages
department strongly recommends that pupils
take part in the French trips that the
department organises in preparation for this
examination.

ASSESSMENT
Pupils will be examined at the end of  their
two years of  study as follows:
• reading (25%)
• listening (25%)
• writing (25%)
• speaking (25%)

COURSE OUTLINE
Topic areas covered are:

The GCSE Language course extends pupils’
studies in Year 9. It is a two year course
leading to the AQA Linear GCSE. The
primary aim of  the course is to give pupils
the opportunity to communicate in French
using the four skill areas of  listening,
speaking, reading and writing. Language
lessons continue to be based around the
development of  the pupils’ confidence in
their ability to understand and to 
communicate both in the spoken and
written language.

The course is supported by an interactive
website that pupils can access both at school
and at home. This is an excellent opportunity
for independent learning.

The themes and topics covered over the
two-year course include:
• identity and culture (self, family and 
• friends, technology and free-time.)
• local, national and international areas of  
• interest (home and region, charity and 
• health, the environment and • 
• poverty and travel and tourism)
• study and employment (studies, life at 
• school, post-16, jobs and
• careers/ ambitions)

TIER
There are two tiers of  assessment:
Foundation (grades 1-5) and Higher
(grades 4-9).

SETTING

Mixed-ability groups.

L O V E  W H AT  YO U  L E A R N
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I N S P I R I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  E XC E L L E N C E

MUSIC
Edexcel, GCSE

This qualification aims to develop pupils’
understanding of  the three disciplines of
performing, composing and listening to
music.

ASSESSMENT

Component 1: Performing (30%)
Assessed by solo and group playing recorded
in the year of  the final examination.

Component 2: Composing (30%)
Assessed by two coursework projects, one
to a brief  from the Board.

Component 3: Appraisal (40%)
Eight Set Works assessed in a
final examination.

COURSE OUTLINE

Component 1: Exploring Media Language
and Representation
This component introduces pupils to the
knowledge, understanding and skills required
to look critically at media products through
the study of  key areas of  media language and
representation in the following forms:
• newspapers and radio news or current 
• affairs programmes
• advertising and video games
• magazines and music videos

Component 2: Understanding Media Forms
and Products
Develops learning to focus on all areas of  the
theoretical framework - media language,
representations, media industries and
audiences. This component also requires
pupils to study the influence of  relevant

social, cultural, industry and historical
contexts on media products. The forms and
products set for study are as follows:
• television – two contrasting programmes.
• music – cross media study.

Component 3: Creating Media Products
In this component, learners create an
individual media production in one form for
an intended audience, applying their
knowledge and understanding of  media
language and representation. The forms that
learners can work in include television,
magazine, music marketing, print based film
marketing and online options.

TIER
One tier entry allowing access to grades 1-9.

SETTING
Mixed-ability groups.

L O V E  W H AT  YO U  L E A R N

“I was so proud and
pleased to be awarded
a Music scholarship at
Bethany. I’ve made loads
of  really good friends
and the opportunities
here are brilliant.”

Fenton

HISTORY
Edexcel, GCSE

Success in the subject provides pupils with
the ability to express their views and
opinions (both oral and written) in a clear
manner, to put forward well researched
ideas and arguments in a concise manner, to
investigate and assess a variety of  materials
and to organise such material in a logical and
coherent way.

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1: Thematic study and historic
environment (1 hour 15 mins - 30%)

Paper 2: Period study and British depth study
(1 hour 45 mins - 40%)

Paper 3: Modern depth study
(1 hour 20 mins - 30%)

There is no coursework/controlled
assessment element

COURSE OUTLINE

Topic areas covered are:
• medicine in Britain c1250-present 
• thematic study)
• the British sector of  the Western Front, 
• 1914-18: injuries, treatment and
• the trenches (historic environment).
• early Elizabethan England, 1558-88 (British 
• depth study)
• the American West, c1835-c1895
• (period study)
• Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39 •
• (modern depth study)

TIER
One tier entry allowing access to
grades 1-9.

SETTING
Mixed-ability groups.

MEDIA STUDIES
Eduqas (WJEC), GCSE

This qualification aims to draw on pupils’
existing experience of  the media and extend
their appreciation and critical understanding.
Through theory and practical work, this
course will enable participants to make
connections between different media forms
and products, and between media products
and their contexts. They will be able to
engage with a range of  rich and stimulating
media forms and products and develop
media production skills, applying their
knowledge and understanding of  media
language and representation to media forms
and products.

ASSESSMENT

Component 1: Exploring the Media (30%)
• written examination - Exploring media 
• products and media industries.

Component 2: Understanding Media Forms
and Products (40%)
• written examination - Television and Music
• Cross-Media Study.

Component 3: Media Production (30%)
• non-examined assessment
• an individual media production in response 
• to a choice of  briefs provided by the 
• examination board.
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Key assessment objectives:

1. Demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of  the factors that underpin
performance and involvement in physical
activity and sport.

2. Apply knowledge and understanding of
the factors that underpin performance and
involvement in physical activity and sport.

3. Analyse and evaluate the factors that
underpin performance and involvement in
physical activity and sport.

4. Demonstrate and apply relevant skills and
techniques in physical activity and sport.
Analyse and evaluate performance.

TIER
One tier entry allowing access to
grades 1-9.

SETTING
Mixed-ability
groups.

L O V E  W H AT  YO U  L E A R N

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
AQA, GCSE, Course code: 8062

This qualification aims to allow pupils to be
challenged with questions about belief,
values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling
them to develop their own attitudes towards
religious issues. They will gain an appreciation
of  how religion, philosophy and ethics form
the basis of  our culture through analytical
and critical thinking skills, the ability to work
with abstract ideas, leadership and research
skills. 

ASSESSMENT
Two examinations at the end of  Year 11,
both one hour and 45 minutes each,
contributing equally to the final grade
achieved.

COURSE OUTLINE

Component 1: Christianity and Islam
This unit is studied in Year 10 and 11 and will
be assessed at the end of  the two-year
course. This component comprises an in
depth study of  Christianity and Islam, their
beliefs, teachings and practices.

This unit encourages pupils to engage with
Islamic and Christian beliefs and practices at 
a deep level, creating links between the two
biggest world faiths.

COURSE OUTLINE

Topic areas covered are:
• solo and ensemble performance skills
• composing techniques
• free composition
• composing to a brief
• instrumental music 1700 - 1820
• vocal music
• music for stage and screen
• fusions

TIER
One tier entry allowing access to grades 1-9.

SETTING
Mixed-ability groups.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
AQA, GCSE, Course code: 8582

This qualification aims to develop theoretical
knowledge and understanding of  the factors
that underpin physical activity and sport
including anatomy, physiology, training,
psychology and social cultural influences, and
use this knowledge to improve performance.
Through this course, pupils will learn to
perform effectively in different physical
activities by developing skills and techniques
and selecting and using tactics, strategies
and/or compositional ideas alongside
analytical skills.

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1 (30%): The human body and
movement in physical activity and sport
• written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes

Paper 2 (30%): Socio-cultural influences and
well-being in physical activity and sport
• written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes

Non examined assessment (40%): Practical
performance in physical activity and sport
• practical performance in three different 
• physical activities in the role of  player / • •
• performer (one in a team activity, 
• one in an individual activity and a third in
• either a team or in an individual activity)

• analysis and evaluation of  performance to 
• bring about improvement in one activity

COURSE OUTLINE

The human body and movement in physical
activity and sport.
• applied anatomy and physiology
• movement analysis
• physical training
• use of  data

Socio-cultural influences and well-being in
physical activity and sport.
• sports psychology
• socio-cultural influences
• health, fitness and well-being

What do you
want to study?

We can help...

We are
justifiably
proud of our
sporting
reputation.
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I N S P I R I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  E XC E L L E N C E

If  you’d like to find out
more, why not come and
have a look round – see
for yourself  what Bethany
can offer for your GCSEs.
Contact our Registrar,
Sally Martorell and we’ll
be in touch!

L O V E  W H AT  YO U  L E A R N

Component 2: Thematic Studies

This unit is studied in Year 10 and 11 and will
be assessed at the end of  the course. This
component comprises an in depth study of
Religious, philosophical and ethical themes
from Christian and Muslim perspectives.

This unit encourages pupils to reflect upon
the links between Christian and Muslim
beliefs and teachings which are part of  life 

today. There are four sections: Religion and
Life, The existence of  God and revelation, 
Religion, peace and conflict
and Religion, crime
and punishment.

TIER
One tier entry allowing
access to grades 1-9.

SETTING
Mixed-ability group. 

SPANISH
AQA, GCSE

This qualification aims to develop a pupil’s
understanding of  the spoken and written
forms of  Spanish in a range of  contexts
giving them the ability to communicate
effectively in the language, through both the
spoken and written word, using a range of
vocabulary and structures. In addition, this
course aims to facilitate knowledge and
understanding of  Spanish-speaking countries.
The Modern Languages department strongly
recommends that pupils take part in the
Spanish trips that the department organises
in preparation for this examination.

ASSESSMENT

Pupils will be examined at the end
of their two years of study as follows:
• reading (25%)
• listening (25%)
• writing (25%)
• speaking (25%)

COURSE OUTLINE

Topic areas covered are:
The GCSE Language course extends pupils’
studies in Year 9. It is a two year course
leading to the AQA Linear GCSE.

The primary aim of  the course is to give
pupils the opportunity to communicate in
Spanish using the four skill areas of  listening,

speaking, reading and writing. Language
lessons continue to be based around the
development of  the pupils’ confidence in
their ability to understand and to
communicate both in the spoken and written
language.

The course is supported by an interactive
website that pupils can access both at school
and at home. This is an excellent opportunity
for independent learning.

The themes and topics covered over the
two-year course include:

• identity and culture (self, family and 
• friends, technology and free-time.)
• local, national and international areas of  
• interest (home and region, charity and •
• health, the environment and poverty and 
• travel and tourism)
• study and employment (studies, life at 
• school, post-16, jobs and careers/
• ambitions)

TIER
There are two tiers of  assessment:
Foundation (grades 1-5) and Higher
(grades 4-9).

SETTING
Mixed-ability groups.
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L O V E  W H A T  Y O U  L E A R N

Bethany School makes every effort to ensure that the information provided
in this publication is accurate at the time of  going to press. However, the
School reserves the right to make changes following publication. 




