


L O V E  W H A T  Y O U  L E A R N

Founded in 1866, our
School combines the
unique Virtue of
Learning philosophy
with state of  the art
facilities and specialist
teaching.

The result is an outstanding school
that achieves strong academic results
as well as creating well rounded,
entrepreneurial, confident young
adults. Our mission is to help your
child to be the very best they can be
and acquire a lifelong love of learning
and valuable life skills. 

INSPIRING INDIVIDUAL EXCELLENCE

Bethany makes sure each child
steps up as far as they can,
maximising potential as well as
allowing individuals to shine and be
themselves.

Mark Hammerton,
Bethany parent

‘‘ ‘‘



Welcome

L O V E  W H A T  Y O U  L E A R N

I love the atmosphere around the
School. Everyone is so friendly and
welcoming and the staff are always
very supportive.

Lauren

HELPING YOUR
CHILD TO BECOME
THE VERY BEST
THEY CAN BE

Bethany has a philosophy to learning
and life that is unique. It’s a
philosophy which is reflected in
everything we do through our Virtue
of  Learning.  And it’s an approach
that will help your child to become
the best they can possibly be, both
now and in the future. 

When your child leaves Bethany we
want them to be confident,
entrepreneurial, resilient and
adaptable. We want them to have
strong academic results and great
interpersonal skills with a good work
ethic and a strong sense of self. 
An education at Bethany is about
developing the whole person,
challenging your child’s strengths,
helping them identify their goals and
then equipping them with the skills
they need to achieve them. 

“At Bethany we believe it’s
important for your child to fulfil
their academic potential and we
measure this in terms of
progress as well as results. We
believe it’s equally important to
equip your child with a set of life
skills and values that will help
them to be happy and successful
in the years ahead, whatever
that may mean for them. 
Set in a stunning 60-acre, rural
campus, Bethany enjoys far
reaching views across Kent
which produce a sense of
serenity and calm.  But there’s

always a buzz in our state of the
art facilities as our children
explore, discover, learn,
experiment, create and excel at
the things which matter to
them and to you. What’s more,
there’s an ever-present
atmosphere of encouragement
and support and a sense of
excitement at the potential our
pupils have to achieve, as well as
the opportunities that we offer.
It’s an incredible dynamic in
which to learn and one we’re
immensely proud of.” 

‘‘‘‘

Francie Healy, 
BSc, HDipEd, NPQH
Headmaster 

I N S P I R I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  E X C E L L E N C E



‘‘‘‘
In essence, education
comes in two parts:
academic outcomes
and developing an
individual person in
their own right.
Francie Healy –
Headmaster  

‘‘‘‘
OUR VIRTUE

OF LEARNING

PHILOSOPHY 

We’ve developed the
Virtue of  Learning by
building on the ancient
philosophies of
Aristotle and Aquinas
and adapting them to
the needs of  the
modern day. 
You’ll find these behind everything
that we do at Bethany, whether it’s in
the classroom, on the sports field, in
the lunch queue or in the dorm.

Learning and improvement permeate
every aspect of life here. These values
are about building your child’s
confidence, helping them to develop
their unique talents and abilities and
making them a rounded and
resourceful individual. We want your
child to be the best they can
be. By equipping them with
these lifelong learning virtues and
habits, we give your child the
skills and values they need to
be highly effective learners
with the ability to thrive in
a fast-changing world.

L O V E  W H A T  Y O U  L E A R N

Since we can’t know what
knowledge will be most needed
in the future, it is senseless to
try to teach it in advance.
Instead, we should try to turn
out people who love learning so
much and learn so well that they
will be able to learn whatever
needs to be learned.

‘‘

‘‘
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THE VERY BEST ACADEMIC EDUCATION 

For me, the best thing about
Bethany is that we are able to
focus on the serious side – our
academic studies – and enjoy
the social side as well. There is
a great balance between
education and activities.

Sharon

‘‘‘‘

Engage: Be prepared to manage
your attention, take responsibility
and be mindful

We encourage a strong work ethic
and a love of  learning. We’ll help
your child to develop a can-do
attitude, to be proactive, and have
the confidence to be themselves.  

Designed and
crafted by
India MacDonald

We aim to challenge
our high flyers and
enable each pupil to
fulfil their full potential.
Exam success is important to us but so
is personal progress and developing
well rounded, confident pupils. An
impressive 94% of our leavers go on 

to university, with the vast majority
enrolling in their first choice. 

We also offer the Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ) as an optional
extra, giving Sixth Formers the chance
to explore interests to new depths,
getting UCAS points in the process.

Supporting your child as they
fulfil their potential 

Every child has their own unique talent
and we’ll help your child to find theirs.
We will challenge and stretch your
child, nurture their cognitive abilities,
support their learning and teach them
to be adaptable, curious and confident. 

Small classrooms and specialist
teachers 

Small class sizes, the latest technology
and equipment, and specialist teachers
with a passion for their subject, creates
the ideal environment for stimulating
and engaging your child. Each teacher
will identify and develop your child’s
strengths, whilst tailoring their teaching
approach to suit how your child learns,
supporting them in any areas where
they may need a little more assistance.  

Broad curriculum with academic
and vocational subjects 

Our broad and well-balanced
curriculum helps your child to discover
their passions and the areas where
their natural abilities lie. But it also
enables us to broaden your child’s
horizons, challenge them and
encourage them to explore new
interests. 

Internationally renowned
learning support  

Our Learning Support Department
has an international reputation for its
help with dyslexia and we’ve been
CReSTed registered since 1994.
Whether your child is a brilliant high
flyer or just needs a little extra
support, we have excellent resources
to support them. 

L O V E  W H A T  Y O U  L E A R N
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We believe sport,
physical challenges and
exercise are a
fundamental part of
your child’s education
and personal
development, and so
we offer a vast choice
of  sports and other
activities.  
Every child has at least two sports
lessons a week, as well as a “whole
school” sports lesson. On a further
three afternoons a week your child
can take part in a wide range of
sporting activities on and off campus.
All members of the Sixth Form
participate in Body for Life, a
structured health and fitness
programme.

Competition

We run a full and impressive fixtures
list in the major team games and also
in individual or small team sports. Our
staff are specialists, teaching the sports
that they’re passionate about and
offering professional-level coaching for
pupils.

Our traditional sports such as football,
rugby, tennis, cricket, hockey, rounders
and netball regularly enjoy impressive
success against much larger schools.
We’re also proud sponsors of the
Tunbridge Wells Rugby Club, and have
a close affiliation with Paris Saint-
Germain Academy.

Facilities 

Our facilities are superb and we have
an ongoing programme of investment.
We have a new 25 metre indoor pool,
high ropes, a flood-lit all-weather
surface, a fully equipped, state of the 
art fitness centre, an inside climbing 

wall, purpose-built PE classrooms, 
squash and tennis courts and a
number of outdoor pitches. 

New challenges 

We’re passionate about encouraging
pupils to challenge themselves and try
new things. In addition to the usual
sporting activities, we also offer
squash, gymnastics, basketball,
swimming, climbing, martial arts and a
number of off-site activities. 

Exciting opportunities to travel
with the School

Our impressive sports tours and skiing
trips have included Malta, Holland,
France, Valencia, Barcelona, Barbados
and even Australia, giving your child an
amazing opportunity to both excel and
discover! 

Sport scholarships are available at
Bethany for Year 7, Year 9 and
Year 12 pupils. 

SPORTING EXCELLENCE AND AN EXTENSIVE

CHOICE OF ACTIVITIES 

Persist: Be prepared to persist
when you find things difficult. Be
prepared to apply yourself

Our sports and activities form a
hugely important part of  our Virtue
of  Learning, teaching children to
have courage, to be independent
but also work as a team and to
strive for success and personal
fitness and health.

Bethany does not try to
ensure that every pupil has
the same goals and follows
the same path; instead it
encourages pupils to have
their own goals and works
with them to achieve them.

Alice

‘‘‘‘
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Creativity is an
essential part of
helping your child
develop as a whole
person, so they can
learn to express
themselves in all their
glorious individuality,
whilst learning valuable
and transferrable
life skills.
At Bethany we embrace creativity in all
its many forms, allowing our pupils to
challenge preconceptions and bring
their own interpretation to a subject.
We provide them with the resources
they need to be truly creative and
we’re proud of the astonishing array of
talent we have in our creative
departments. 

An outstanding Art department

Bethany’s exciting Art department
offers everything from traditional
drawing and painting, to ceramics,
textiles, design & technology, printing
and photography. We have all the very
latest equipment and our pupils have
exhibited their work at national level. 

Drama and Dance

We see Drama and Dance as integral 
to igniting curiosity and imagination,
building and improving confidence,
social skills, self-esteem and
communication.

From any age, to any level of
involvement, be that centre stage,
prop making or production, we offer
your child a chance to take part in
numerous performances, workshops
and theatre trips. 

Music

We have a dedicated Music School
which has recently been re-equipped
with a range of brand new
instruments and professional, industry-
standard microphones and PA system.
Your child can learn any number of
instruments with private tuition or be
part of an orchestra or choir.  
Each year a significant number of our
Sixth Form leavers move on to careers
in artistic areas, musical fields or in
drama. 

CREATIVITY AND THE ARTS 

‘‘

What an amazing,
supportive, fantastic
school Bethany has
been for our son.

Emma Khan,
Bethany parent

‘‘ ‘‘

Painted by
Piers Muiry,

when in Year 13

Question: Be an active learner with
a thirst for the truth. Be prepared
to check knowledge claims and
develop your spiritual
understanding. 

By encouraging each child to think
creatively and explore solutions,
your child will develop a learning
agility that allows them to ride the
waves of  a changing world and face
the future with a positive mindset.

I N S P I R I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  E X C E L L E N C E

L O V E  W H A T  Y O U  L E A R N

Designed and
crafted by
Tee Jay Dervish-Hussein



We want your child to
leave Bethany with an
array of  life skills and
experience along with
an entrepreneurial
spirit and a
determination
to succeed.

To achieve this, we offer a host of
unparalleled activities three times a
week, designed to develop
independent thinking, interpersonal

skills, the ability to think calmly in a 
crisis and find solutions in even the
most difficult of circumstances.
Because these are the skills which will
equip your child for success in our
rapidly changing world. 

These activities include: chef’s school;
film making; bushcraft; archery; chess
club; horse riding; lifesaving; golf; biking;
sailing; jewellery making; public
speaking; climbing; pilates; and model
making to name but a few. In short, if
your child wants to experience it, we’ll
try to arrange it. 

ENRICHMENT  

React: Think on your feet – face up
to life in a changing world by being
prepared to deal with problems
you face. Demonstrate
learning agility

Be bold, be adventurous, have fun
and discover! That’s the message
we want to convey as we
encourage your child to develop
their resilience.

Bethany is a school that
cares about the individual
and nurtures pupils
throughout their school
career, so that they can
achieve and realise their
full potential.

Lydia

‘‘ ‘‘
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We challenge our high
flyers by creating a
dynamic and
challenging academic
environment and half
of  our A level results
are A*, A and B grades.
Our leavers have gone on to study at
some of the UK’s most prestigious
academic and creative institutions. A
number of our pupils have submitted
work to the BP National Portrait
Awards and exhibited at the Turner
Contemporary in Margate. 

Above all, we want your child to
achieve the very best they’re capable
of. Whatever their predicted grades
when they arrive, our aim is to help
your child 

surpass them. We see this as one of
our key strengths and ways in which 
we add real value to your child’s time
spent at Bethany. 

Tailor-made subjects to meet
modern day demands 

We constantly monitor the impact of
changes to the national curriculum and
if we think there are areas where it
isn’t strong enough, we tailor make
subjects to reflect this, such as our
brand new eXplore IT Programme.
The programme includes practising
touch-typing skills, using new and
common Microsoft Office applications
and features, and how to present
digital work professionally. Skills that
can be vital for both education and for
the workplace and which pupils can
then use to help them in their other
subjects.

ACHIEVING MORE  

Reflect: Be prepared to check and
improve your own work. Be a
reflective learner and develop the
craft of  scholarship

Developing the learning habit of
reflection is vital in accelerating our
pupils’ progress. Pupils at Bethany
are encouraged to reflect upon the
feedback they receive, both in
lessons and around school. By
setting aside time for reflection,
pupils achieve their very best.

I have particularly
appreciated the teachers I
have had at Bethany. They
have helped and guided me
with the decisions on what
to do and where to go
after my A levels and I am
very happy with my choice.

Emilia

‘‘

‘‘
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PROVIDING RICH LIFE EXPERIENCES 

We have a vast choice
of  co-curricular
activities and many are
run by members of
staff because we find
this increases mutual
understanding and
strengthens classroom
relationships. 

It helps us to understand what really 
lights up your child and how they learn
most effectively, whether that’s in the
sciences, on stage, designing something
or in the swimming pool.

Leadership skills and
entrepreneurial skills 

Sixth Formers are also encouraged to
develop their leadership skills through
a diverse range of opportunities and
positions of responsibility and 
mentoring. We provide training to

help them fulfil these roles, including
our Young Enterprise and 
Apprenticeship Challenge. 

We also provide Sixth Formers with
additional resources and facilities
designed to help your child prepare
for looking after themelves. Our
boarders leave us as independent and
confident young adults.

Duke of  Edinburgh’s Award 

We’re one of the few schools in the
region licensed to operate this
internationally renowned personal
development programme and we’re
proud to have a 100% completion rate
for the highest level, the Gold Award. 

Broaden your child’s horizons
with international travel 

What better way to learn about life
than to travel and explore! We offer 

some amazing school trips to some of
the most exciting corners of the globe
including New York, Iceland, Rome,
China, expeditions to South Africa and
even Central America. 

Strong sense of  community

The community spirit at Bethany is
enhanced by the large number of staff
who live on campus, providing pastoral
care while living and socialising with
pupils. We ensure close

communication between our staff, 
parents and pupils, and encourage
personalised space in study bedrooms. 

The Bethany Network is dedicated to
bringing together all those connected
with the school.

Whether your child boards or is a day
pupil, they’ll very much be part of the
Bethany community.

Bethany is a
welcoming community
which prepares you
for life outside of
School in a variety
of  ways.

Will  

‘‘ ‘‘
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Our new
Sixth Form Centre



We pride ourselves on
our boarding and
house community
which feels like an
extension of  home to
our pupils – namely, a
happy, caring,
supportive
environment.

All pupils, day and boarding, belong to
one of the five houses which creates a
sense of family. The live-in House Staff
and their teams are always on hand to
support and look after your child. 

Adding value to your child’s
school experience

Our pupils say that boarding allows
them to create strong and enduring 
friendships.  The camaraderie,
closeness and sense of community

spirit they develop while living and
studying together can last a lifetime.

We have an extensive and varied
weekend activity programme and
pupils enjoy the freedom of our
stunning grounds and access to our
fantastic facilities. 

Spirituality and personal space  

Spirituality is an important part of
personal growth and central to the
Bethany ethos. We welcome children
of all faiths or of none and have a
programme of regular services in the
chapel as well as whole-school
assemblies.

We encourage development through
reflection and ensure valuable

personal time and space is provided
for quiet thought in our fast-paced
world.

Community

There is a very strong sense of
community and belonging at Bethany.
As you'd expect there is friendly
competition between the five houses,
which includes everything from music
and sport to academic subjects.

The sense of belonging to our
community doesn’t end when your
child leaves Bethany, in fact we hope
it’s just the start of a life long
relationship with the School.

BOARDING AND PASTORAL CARE 

Boarding? At first I was horrified at
the suggestion…But then I thought
about it. My daughter could be at
home at the weekends, prep would
be done at school, no rushing
about to activities on weekday
evenings – the School would take
care of  all that – it made sense.

Mrs Silva,
Bethany parent

‘‘
‘‘
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Be Collaborative and
Encourage Connections

Work together with
pupils, parents and
colleagues. Support
pupils to organise and
design their own
learning. 



The best way for you
and your child to really
get a feel for what life is
like here at Bethany is
to come for a visit and
for your child to have a
taster session.
Meet our staff, talk to our pupils and
have a look around our classrooms,
facilities and study bedrooms. Tell us
about your child, what they love, what
they’re good at and the areas in which
they might need support. 

We have a very close working 
relationship with all our parents and
getting to know you is important to us
in providing the best possible
educational experience for your child. 

We look forward to welcoming you

to Bethany.  

Contact the Admissions team at
admissions@bethanyschool.org.uk

or call  01580 211273 to book a place
at one of our Open Mornings or to
arrange an individual visit to our
school, including a tour and a meeting
with the Headmaster.

VISIT BETHANY

L O V E  W H A T  Y O U  L E A R N

We are provided with
loads of  opportunities:
clubs, sports teams, and
lots of  options for
academic study. Come
and visit us and find
out more!

Lauren

‘‘ ‘‘
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